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Fayed plans own 
political party 

£23m earmarked to fight election 


Exclusive interview with sex-swap man who may force a change in law 


CHRIS BLACKHURST 

Westminster Correspondent 

Mohumed al-Fayed. the owner 
of Harrods. is drawing up secret 
plans to form a new political 
party and has earmarked £23m 
to field candidates at the next 
general election. 

Under the working title. The 
Reform Party, Mr Fayed is 
planning to enter the next elec- 
tion on a constitutional re- 
forming platform, calling for a 
Bill of Rights, Freedom of In- 
formation Act and an elected 
replacement for the House of 
Lords. Other key points on the 
Fayed agenda are a slimmed- 
dciwn publicly-funded monar- 
ch)-, referendum; on devolution 
for Scotland and Wiles and tak- 
ing utilities hack into the pub- 
lic sector. 

His move comes hard on the 
heels of the launch by another 
tycoon. Sir James Goldsmith, of 
his Referendum Party. Exactly 
what Mr fiiyed hopes to achieve 
by fielding candidates in crowd- 
ed parliamentary contests - 
and v. het her he has candidates 
- remains unclear. 

Mr Fayed owns the Ritz Ho- 
tel in Paris as well as other prop- 
erties in the French capital and 
was l-i >. vunfidanl 

c eslerday as “a committed Eu- 
ropean"! 

His intervention will in- 
e.v ital’lv he seen as a rival to Sir 
J.'.mes and his anti-federalist 
Referendum Parly. The Ohn. 
i J .iat Sir James has put into his 
organisation is more than 
matched by Mr Fayed 's E23rn. 

A Harrods insider said last 
night “This is an intellectual ex- 
ercise at the moment. but the 
effort he is putting in reflects his 
strength of feeling." 

Mr Fayed' s friends stress that 
he is not thought to be making 
his move in an attempt to have 
the citizenship laws redrawn and 
to obtain a British passport, for 


Bill of Rights 

i Freedom of information Act 
Abolition of the House of Lords 
i An elected second chamber 
i Siimmed-down monarchy 
i Devolution for Scotland and Wales 
Re-nationalisation of the utilities 


which he has cam paign ed, un- 
successfully Tor years. 

It appears to be an expresson 
of his deep anger with the 
British legal system, constitution 
and ingrained class prejudice, 
stoked by what he sees as his 
own mistreatment by the Gov- 
ernment over his takeover of 
Harrods. 

As a former colonial citizen, 
he has said Lbat he was brought 
up lo respect Britain and its 
sense of fair play and old-fash- 
ioned values. 

But a source dose to him said 
last night that since settling 
here permanently and buying 
Harrods Mr Fayed bad discov- 
ered “a society in which the 
Government can roll over peo- 
ple and situations where they 



can conceal and distort the 
truth." 

His idea, it was explained, was 
“to fund a movement to bring 
about reform which mil create 
a fairer system of government". 

One of Mr Feed’s closest po- 
litical influences is thought to be 
Lord Lester, the Liberal De- 
mocrat human rights lawyer. 
The Harrods owner's new fo- 
rum was described as “human- 
ist" in approach, by one source 
yesterday. 

Rather than make a sub- 
stantial donation to one of the 
three main political parties, Mr 
Fayed decided to plan his own. 
He has waged an increasingly 
bitter war with the Conserva- 
tives, decrying the Govern- 
ment's refusal to award him 
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Mohamed al-Fayed: *A 
committed European’ 


citizenship and the way he was 
disowned by the party despite 
having been a significant donor 
in the past. 

Labour did not appeal 
because of the fear that once in 
power, the new Blair regime 
would come under fierce pres- 
sure from resurgent trade 
unions. 

Giving money to the Liber- 
al Democrats was ruled out be- 
cause the party was unlikely lo 
have much dout after the next 
election. 

By forming his own party, Mr 
Fayed is trying to build the 
platform he was seeking by ac- 
quiring or starting his own 
newspaper. Attempts to buy 
Today and the Observer, and to 
take aver a news radio station 
were recently rebuffed - which 
has led him to think hard about 
funding his own party. The sura 
of money put aside is similar to 
the amount he is thought to 
have offered for the Observer. 

In the last two years, Mr 
Fayed has become a high-pro- 
file thorn in the side of the Con- 
servatives, exposing Neil 
Hamilton, the former trade 
minister, as having accepted and 
not declared to fellow MPs, free 
hospitality from him at the Ritz 
in Paris. Mr Eayed’s accusations, 
made in a newspaper, forced Mr 
Hamilton's ministerial resig- 
nation. 

Another former minister, 
Jonathan Ailken, was also 
alleged by Mr Fayed lo have had 
part of his Ritz bill paid by the 
hotel - something Mr Aitken 
has always denied. 

A detailed dossier of allega- 
tions about ministers accepting 
hospitality and cash from Mr 
Fayed has been sent to Sir Gor- 
don Downey, the new Parlia- 
mentary Commissioner for 
Standards. 

Mr Fayed's office did not 
return calls last night. 

Guide to saving nation, page 2 





V at home yesterday after her victory: *1 am delighted not only for myself but for 
everyone who suffers from this condition’ Photograph: Philip Meech 


female 


ROS WYNNE-JONES 

A man whowas sacked after 
beginning treatment to become 
a woman was sexually discrim- 
inated agains t, the European 
Court of Justice ruled yesterday, 
opening the way for hundreds 
more potential cases against em- 
ployers. 

Legal representatives of the 
woman, who can only be named 
as “P” for legal reasons, said 
another 20 cases of alleged dis- 
crimination were already “in the 
pipeline" and more individuals 
were already coming forward 
following yesterday's decision in 

The battle for 
my beliefs 
page -17 

Luxembourg. ^ least one case, 
concerning a woman known as 
“MT, is to be hroigfrt against die 
Ministry of Defence. 

“I am delighted not only for 
mysdfbut for everyone who suf- 
fers from this condition,” the 
woman, who was dismissed 
from a further education col- 
lege, said yesterday. 

“In afl of my life and all of the 
treatment I have suffered, the 
way the head of the college be- 
haved towards me was die most 
brutal and the most hurtfuL” 

The woman was dismissed 
from a business consultancy 
position at the Cornwall college 
in 1992. She alleges that while 
employed as a man she had 
been offered a renewed contract 
with a rise in salary and other 
benefits, worth about £70.000. 

TURN TO PAGE TWO 


Heseltine calls for unity behind Major 


DONALD MACINTYRE 

Political Editor 

Michael Heseltine last night 
nought to stamp on a fresh 
ipafe of Tory - leadership spec- 
ulation ahead of tomorrow's 
expected heavy losses in the 
local council elections with a 
ringing prediction that John 
Major would lead the party 
into the next general election. 

In a resounding call for 
the party to unite behind the 
Prime Minister, Mr Heseltine 
launched a devastating assault 
on the party's Euro-sceptic 
right and sections of the national 
press for seeking to inflict on the 
Conservative Party "an ideo- 
logical purity" which would sac- 
rifice its natural and all 
important support in "middle 
England". 

Mr Heseltine used all his au- 
thority as the party’s most daz- 


zling orator- as well as the most 
frequently canvassed potential 
pre-election successor to Mr 
Major - to praise his leader's 
"bold and brave campaigning 
skills”. He declared that those 
skills, “honed in the heat of bat- 
tle". would be at the disposal of 
the party m the next election. 

Oearly warning dial Mr Ma- 
jor’s right-wing tormentors 
risked throwing away the gen- 
eral election. Mr Heseltine 
declared: "I find it incompre- 
hensible that the more Euro- 
sceptic some people and 
newspapers become, the more 
they seem to risk ihc prospects 
of a craven Labour govern- 
ment. committed to the very 
policies they hate mosL“ 

Mr Heselline's speech was 
delivered lo a long, pre-planned 
meeting of the Tory Reform 
Group. It came in the midst of 
what even normally imper- 



Michaet Heseltine: Spirited 
call for party to stay loyal 

turbable ministers acknowl- 
edged as an “unpredictable'’ pe- 
riod of “turbulence" ahead of 
the expected loss of 500 or 
more council seats tomorrow. 

Wishful hints from some MPs 
on the right - fiercely contest- 


ed by several ministers - that Mr 
Major might yet go, passing the 
leadership to Mr Heseltine in 
a “bloodless" coup were strong- 
ly undermined by unmistake- 
abtc signs that John Redwood, 
last year’s challenger, would 
stand again. 

Earlier. Downing Street 
launched a swift operation to 
underpin the message that the 
Prime Minister had no intention 
of quitting after Mr Major 
refused to co-operate in what 
he called opposition "fantasy”. 

During exchanges in the 
Commons, peppered with 
mock-friendly opposition ques- 
tions about whether he had 
made a pact with Mr Heseltine 
to stand down, George Foulkes, 
the Labour NIP. asked for a 
“categorical assurance that 
however many seals your par- 
ty lose on Thursday! you will 
lead your party into the gener- 


al election". Mr Major sur- 
prised a number of senior Tory 
MPs by merely saying that he 
had “no intention of accom- 
modating your silly question". 

Downing Street moved 
quickly to emphasise that Mr 
Major would indeed lead the 
party into the next election. It 
also took the unusual step of 
dismissing as "absolute 
baloney” rumours that a pact 
was struck when Mr Heseltine 
was promoted after Mr Major’s 
re-election as leader in the 
summer of 1995. That was lat- 
er reinforced when it was said 
on Mr Heseltines behalf that 
such reports were “pathetic". 

The fact that Mr Heseltine 
mounted a more robust defence 
of the Prime Minister’s position 
than did Mr Major himself in 
the Commons, will no doubt en- 
courage some of his admirers - 
particularly on the left of the 


party - that Mr Heseltine will 
still accede to the leadership. 

In what could equally be 
interpreted as a warning to Mr 
Major not to bow further to tbe 
Euro-sceptics and the strongest 
possible reinforcement of the 
Prime Minister's rebuff to 
them on Monday, Mr Heseltine 
said every party leader faced the 
challenge of "identifying the 
point" at which “reinforcing 
the wishes, prejudice and self- 
interest of a party’s committed 
supporters may (put off) ... the 
uncommitted but essential voles 
without which electoral suc- 
cess is impossible". 

The Deputy Prime Minister 
concluded with an unequivocal 
endorsement of Mr Major’s 
European policy. "He is 
now entitled to our united sup- 
port, which is the essentia! 
ingredient in our determination 
to win again." 


Declining sperm theory out for the count 



DAVID USBORNE 

New 'fork 

Claims that men are suffering 
from a mysterious decline in 
their sperm counts that could 
•ventually imperil the future of 
he human race are being dra- 
matically challenged by sclen- 
ts in the United Slates. 
Three new studies into male 
tility suggest that sperm 
■nti» among American men. 
jast, have actually increased 
hily in Lhe last twenty year*. 
:re is also intriguing evi- 
ice that residents of New 
■*k City consistently demon- 


strate far higher sperm counts 
than men in other US cities. 

While the revelation hands 
welcome machismo rights lo all 
Big Apple males, it is also the 
basis for another important 
conclusion: that previous stud- 
ies suggesting falling sperm 
counts were grievously flawed 
because they tailed lo take such 
geographical variations into ac- 
count. 

A Danish scientist first alert- 
ed the world lo the possibility 
of declining sperm counts in 
1992. showing that sperm 
counts among 15.000 men in 20 
countries had dropped by 


almost half in 50 years. Rwo sub- 
sequent studies, in Belgium 
and France, drew similar con- 
clusions, and raised concern 
over the quality of sperm. 

The new findings, which are 
certain to provoke furious de- 
bate in the medical fraternity, 
are detailed in three reports in 
this month's issue of the US 
journal. Fertility and Sterility. 

One study analysed the se- 
men of L2S3 men who made de- 
posits to sperm banks in three 
dues - Los Angeles, New York 
and Roseville, Minnesota - 
from 1970 to 1994. Its author. 
Dr Harrv Fisch of the Colum- 


bia-Presbyterian Medical Cen- 
ter in New York, found a "slight 
but significant increase". 

There may be no explaining 
- scientifically anyway - the el- 
evated sperm counts of New 
York men, who boast 131.4 
milfion sperm per millilitre of 
semen. That is more than 50 per 
cent higher than the measly 72.7 
million registered by men 'living 
in Los Angeles. 

Much more important, says 
Dr Fisch. is to understand the 
main bodies of research that 
have suggested worldwide de- 
clines in spenn counts were mis- 
leading because they compared 


new data gathered in Europe 
and the Third World with ear- 
lier results from New York, 
where the counts have always 
been high. ‘'Take New York out 
of those studies, and there is no 
decline," he said yesterday. 

Non-scientific speculation 
about sperm-heavy New York- 
ers is already under way. 
Among the theories: LA guys 
spend too much time in hot tubs 
(not good for the testicles), 
tight shorts (likewise) and in fit- 
ness gyms. Or there is the sup- 
ply-and-demand angle: New 
Yorkers have more sex than 
men anywhere else. 


Willis' club searched 

Police raided a club run by Bob 
Willis, the former England 
cricketer, as part of an investi- 
gation into alleged illegal tick- 
et sales for this year's European 
soccer championships and the 
FA Cup FrnaL Page 3 

Today's weather 

Cloudy with rain in the North. 
Sunny spells and showers in the 
South. Section Two, page 25 
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Save up to 30% 
on home insurance. 

A large number 
of homes already do. 

More chan three quarters of a million. That’s 
how many people have already made significant 
savings with us by cutting put the middleman. 
Qur policy is approved by all tbe major banks 
and building societies - we just cut the cost, 
not the cover. Call now for a quote. 
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This week politicians were la- 
belled "emotional illiterates" by 
psychotherapists. The most fa- 
mous is Susie Orbach. author (1 
think) of Fear of Fat and Flying 
is a Feminist Issue, and who 
helped the Princess of Wales 
find herself by attending heart 
operations. MPs, however, as 
evidenced by their entrenched 
party stances and stage enmity, 
have real problems. 

But suppose they didn't. 
Would Environment questions 
yesterday - despite proximity to 
local elections - centred on 
the theme “how can we work 
together to make the operation 
of local councils a more satis- 



fying experience for councillors 
and their constituents?" 

No such luck. From first to 
last, various panics savaged 
each other's records in local gov- 
ernment, The funding of West- 
minster Council (one of the few 


still in Conservative hands) was 
a "fix" and a “fiddle"’, said 
emotionally under-developed 
socialists; while Sir Paul Beres- 
ford - junior minister and for- 
mer dentist (and therefore 
probably a sadist) - referred to 
"shenanigans” in Labour and 
Libdem bailiwicks. 

Barry Field (Con, Isle of 
Wight), who is not so much 
emotionally illiterate as emo- 
tionally incontinent, made a 
high-decibel rant in which the 
only words I could catch were 
“that lot ... wheurgh ... Liber- 
als... graigh ... health warning". 

But, to be fair, there was a 
moment of Orbachian harmo- 


ny, when James Qappison, on 
the government front bench. 


lands”, including the "twelve 
community forests’*. New 
Labourites subsided into rever- 
ies about oak, ash and thorn co- 
existing in drug-free, low-crime, 
responsible togetherness. MPs 
smiled at each other. 

And what about a therapeu- 
tic Prime Minister s Question- 
Tune? “Is the Prime Minister 
truly happy?" "It has been a dif- 
ficult week, but a visit to the op- 
erating theatre at Huntingdon 
General worked wonders”. 

Not a chance. John’s gov- 
ernment was presiding over a 


huge rise in crime, Tony’s par- 
ty was soft on criminals. Peter 
Luff (Worcester) and Jacques 
Arnold (Gravesham) punctu- 
ated Blair’s contribution with 

cures. WndSing therapists in the 
public gallery ducked their 
tongues m sympathy over the re- 
pressed pain on view. 

Better things might have 
been expected from Labour 
MP Angela Eagle’s 10-minute 
-rule bill on equal rights for part- 
time employees. Ms Eagle is a 
rising star but her modern im- 
age was belied by a traditional 
speech in which workers were 
"oppressed" and “exploited" 


and her primary historical ref- 1 
ereoces were to slavery, tbe 
workhouse and mills. 

Opposing her was that dever 
pinc&ed-faoe ideologue, Alan 
Duncan. Where Ms Eagle had 
plucked our heartstrings with 
her descriptions of downtrod- 
den folk working out of garrets 
and cellars, a tearful Mr Dun- 
can sought relief for the "small- 
est and- most vulnerable 
businesses in the country”. 
Labour could never understand 
this, he said, because “the only 
thing that they have ever run in 
their life is a bath!" What did 
the sponsors of the bQl know 
about the world of work? At 


which the florid es-miner Ron- 
• nie Campbell, . String next to 
D ennis &rinner on the bad- 
boys’ bench, graphically indi- 
cated to Mr Duncan his homy 
hands, his snaewy limbs and the 
sweat of his brow . 


Al-Fayed’s ambitions: Money gives Harrods boss the chance to throw stones at the windows of Westminster 

A simple 
guide to 


Resistible rise 
of the tycoon 

politicians 


This was a trend which was sup- 
posed to pass Britain by. The 
United States, with its presi- 
dential elections, was always a 
place where the very rich could 
buy a shot at winning political 
power. Italy, with corrupted 
politics, was’a country where ty- 
coons could sweep away the old. 
at least for a while. In Asia too, 
we have seen businessmen- 
politicians, waving populist 
manifestos. But the British par- 
liamentary and party system 
has always proved impermeable 
to capture by rich outsiders. 

It will probably remain so. 
But Sir James Goldsmith’s Ref- 
erendum Party, backed by £20m 
of his own money, has shown 
that a rich and determined out- 
sider. armed with a popular 
idea, can make the political es- 
tablishment quake. Now Mo- 



hamed al-Fayed has looked and 
learnt that lesson. Starting your 
own party may not take yon to 
Downing Street, but it forces 
real politicians to notice you. 
And it is undoubtedly great fun. 

So far, these tycoon-politi- 
cians have tended to be 
remarkably s imilar in key re- 
spects. They are people who 
have been scorned by the po- 
litical establishment. Sir James's 
protectionist views and bucca- 




imran Khan: Launched 
a movement in Pakistan to 
campaign against injustice. 



Sfr James GokJsmitiu Rich 
and determined - outsider, : 
armed with a popular . Idea. ■ 


Ross Perm: Made 
his - money 'in; 
computers and is 
keen on using 
cyberspace to link 
his Reform Party 
supporters together; 


neering business career en- 
sured that generations of Tories 
regarded him very warily. 

Mr Fhyed's battle with Lon- 
rbo over House of Fraser in the 
1980s and his struggle with the 
Department of Trade and In- 
dustry. left him with a perma- 
nent sense of grievance about 
the British political dike, whom 
he felt bad treated him unfair- 
ly. His subsequent failure to get 
a British passport, despite own- 
ing Harrods. the country's most 
famous shop, hasn’t helped. 

The tycoon-politicians also 
tend to tie media-obsessed. The 
most famous example is Silvio 
Berlusconi who came briefly to 
power in Italy in the mid- 
Nineties: he controls three tele- 
vision stations and the main TV 
advertising agency, though he is 
divesting himself of some assets 
later this year. Sir James found- 
ed Now/ magazine, which failed 
in the late Seventies, before 
building a French media empire. 
Ross Perot made his money in 
computer; and is keen on using 
cyberspace to link his Reform 
rarty supporters together. 

Steve Rxrbes, who did weD in 
the early stages of the US Re- 
publican primaries this winter, 
is heir to a $lbn publishing em- 
pire, which includes Forbes 
magazine. And Mr Fayed has 
made repeated attempts to buy 
British newspapers; tbe Scott 
Trust which owns the Observer, 
recently refused a bid for that 
paper reputed to be similar to 
the £23m he is now thinking of 
using for his political party. 

lycxxMi-poUticians also betray 
a fondness for simple, eye- 
catching solutions. Sir James's 
referendum was preceded by 
Mr Perot's anti-Yifcshingtaa cru- 
sade; Mr Forbes's flat tax and 
Mr Berlusconi's Italian patrio- 
tism. In Pakistan, Imran Khan 
(married to Sir James’s daugh- 
ter) has launched a Justice 
Movement, against, well, in- 
justice. The al-Fhyed platform 
seems a little more complex, but 
its emphasis on freedom of in- 
formation and a Bill of Rights 
is in the populist mould. 

Thus far, apart from Mr 
Berlusconi none of these peo- 
ple have actually won power. 



saving 
the nation 


ANDREW BROWN 

Now that Mohame J I -Raved 
has become the latest dil> 1 
ne ssman to launch a political 
party that will rescue Britain, 
many readers are asking them- 
selves "Could I be next?" The 
answer is almost certainly "yes”, 
if you follow this simple step-by- 
step guide to saving the nation. 

I ) Make your first £10Cta- Do 
not make -the money in this 


Stopping up: Mr Fayed, who nurses a grievance about tire British political 6Trte 


But they have won huge per- 
sonal publicity of a kind few 
business figures can dream of. 
They have influenced political 
debate in their countries, forc- 
ing mainstream politicians to re- 
act And at key moments 
tycoons have levered out the old 
establishment: in 1994, Mr 
Berlusconi helped break the 
corrupt Italian Christian De- 
mocrats. Three years earlier, at 
the other end of Europe, Bert 
Karisson, a down-market theme 
park and record-label tycoon 
helped destroy the long rule of 
Swedish Social Democracy. 

Britain shares some of the 
conditions exploited by tycoon- 
politicians elsewhere. Popular 
discontent with Westminster 


and Brussels echoes the hostil- 
ity to Wfeshington shown by 
middle America. Though 
British politics is not corrupt in 
the way that Italian politics has 
been, the sleaze stories of the 
mid-Nineties and the publica- 
tion of the Scott report have 
helped undermine confidence in 
the unreformed political system. 

We are not immune to see- 
ing business people as popular 
heroes - Richard Branson and 
BlQ Gates are obvious examples. 
And like other countries, Britain 
has shivered in the winds of 
global economic change which 

traditior^^curity of middle- 
class voters, ma k ing political in- 
stability likelier. 


The great difference, as Mr 
fayed is likely to discover, is that 
tbe British parliamentary system 
based on first-past-the-post con- 
stituencies makes it far, harder 
for a charismatic outsider to 
break down the gates of power. 

Sir James is gaming tus influ- 
ence tyfrffltenmg a 
flailing party of government into 
thinking his people will help ex- 
pd Tory MPs in favour of Labour 
ones in marginal seats. In Britain, 
tycoons can only throw stones at 
the windows of the dosed West- 
minster 61ite. In a world where 
publicity and power are often 
mistaken for one another. Sir 
James and Mr Fayed remain 
potential party saboteurs, not 
alternative leaders. 


Only these young people have 
the perspicacity to see that your 
problem is altruism. 

5) There are only two cures 
for altruism on this scale, and 
one of them has already been 
taken: to marry Miss Roberts, 
the grocer’s daughter. The oth- 
er is to own a national news- 
paper and to make money out 
of it. ft worked for Lord Beaver- 
brook and &nrad BladL If only 
Mussolini had been able to 
make his papers pay. 


forward to present her bin did 
its hcaifoft consensual qualities 
become apparent. Tb Mr Dun- 
can's embarrassment its igno- 
rant sponsors were of afl parties, 
including Roseanna Gpiming- 
hflTH (SNP), Emma Nitholsoa 
(Libdem), Ellyn Lhvyd (Plaid) 
... and Tory Hugh Dykes. A de- 
feated Mr Duncan slipped off 
to book a session with Susie. 


edge off your patriotism. It is ac- 
ceptable for the saviour-tycoon 
to make asubsequent fortune in 
England, but he should enter 
British public life as a rich man, 
who sees the whole island as a 
sort of country cottage, where 
he can rest on his honours. 

2) Tty to buy a newspaper. 
There is nothing like failing to 
buy two or three newspapers to 
make a man realise that this 
county is so rotten that it 
needs a new government 

3) Once you have readied 
this insight the next stage 
comes naturally. Everywhere 
you look you see evidence of 
near criminal, incompetence. 
Since no one will sell you a 
newspaper, yon rtart writing let-: 
ters to them. No one takes any 
notice. Tfoii realise the entire es- 
tablishment is g a n gi n g up on 
ysu. StiU no one takes any no- 
tice, ^feaiying of writing letters 
to the papers, you start to take 
ont foil-page advertisements. 
Still fewer people take notice. 

4 ) Make another couple of 
hundred million. Realise that 
money may not be everything. 
Wire a book to this effect, and 
command every outpost of your 
vast empire to hand out free 
copies of your work By now you 
have almost certainly attracted 
a number of alarmingly dever 
young men who understand 
that you are the countiy’s only 
hope. Everyone ebe believes you 


IN brief 


Armed robber 
loses legal a»« 

An armed robber suing Hjjj 
for shooting him ha f , l ‘_ 
1 «ral aid it was rev 1 . .tied yes 

Cd“ n ^^' h - 

in a hold-up three years ago. 

The Legal Aid Board sus 
pended the grant in February 
after a public outay. wanWB™* 
solicitors that it would be wire- 
drawn unless their explanation 
for its use was satisfactory. 

Charalambous, 35, was jailed 
for five years in 1993 for an 
armed raid on a Post Office se- 
curity van delivering £ 25 U,UUU 
in Grouch End, north Londor 

Vegetable stew 

A poster of a giant courgette 
with the caption “A vegetarian 
diet can be orgasmic" has been 
banned from railway stations. 
Maiden AdRafl, which operate 
hoardings on behalf of Ran 
track, said the Vegetarian So- 
ciety advertisement was likely to 
offend the travelling public. It 
has been replaced by a poster 
of a chilli pepper and the cap- 
tion "Apparently, vegejanan 
food makes you red hot . 

Actor cleared 

The actor William Murray. 54 
who plays DS Don Beech in Tin 
BiU, was cleared of punching a 
diner in a London restaurant. 
Bow Street magistrates dis- 
charged the case because the 
prosecution was not ready lo 
commit him for trial. Mr Mur 
ray said he had punched com 
pany director John Mills. 3?. m 
self defence at Langan s 
Brasserie last November. 

£50,000 coins find 

A man digging foundations for 
his new house in the Scottish 
Borders unearthed 1 ,472 silver 
coins worth at least £5ti.0tih.The 
hoard, dating from between 
1280 and 1322, includes English. 
Scottish, Irish and some conti- 
nental coins. The location at a 
village near Kelso has been 
kept secret because the finder 
wants to avoid his property be- 
ing invaded by fortune hunters, 

School buses crash 

More than 100 children 
escaped serious injury when 
two school buses crashed in rush 
hour traffic. Twelve ambulances 
rushed to the scene on the 
Tenter Bridge over the A! 
north-east of Leeds and a doc- 
tor driving past the accident 
stopped to help paramedic^ 
treat children on Ihe spol. 

Shellshocked 

A hen in Wimbome, Dorset 
laid an 8oz egg, 5m high andtyn 
in circumference. Chickiji 
fanner Madge Cox said: “My 
first thought when l saw it was 
‘Oh my God - is she all right?" 
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It was like coining home when 
I knew I could have surgery 


Irish tell Major 
to open talks 
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i Heroic ji/r.87 are lubiett to additional Irt of C! 2.50. Pi«*i valid until *i>S'96. 


FROM PAGE 1 

Lawyers for the headteacher, 
who also cannot be named, 
said that it was a matter of 
redundancy and not of dis- 
crimination. 

“P" said that the sacking 
had came at the worst posable 
tune, because she was about to 
undergo a major life change. 
She also needed her income, 
because private surgery is 
expensive. For many years she 
had not been able to find the 
language, or a concept, to ex- 
piate why she felt different 
from other people. 

"I have a twin sister and I 
could never understand why we 
were treated any different I 
didn't feel as if I was bom in (he 
wrong body or anything like 
that I just knew something 
was wrong with me. When I 
got to about seven years old I 
realised that everything couldn’t 
come right and I assumed I 
would die because that was the 
only possible future for me.” 

It was not until the late 1980s 
that she found a support group 
and realised the possibility of 
acceptance and surgery. 

"It was like coming home,” 
she said. “When I realised that 


I could have surgery, it was like 
having an incurable illness that 
could be cured. No-one ever 
asks a blind person whether they 
actually want an operation - of 
course they have iL" 

The first stage for anyone 
who is intending to embark on 
a course of gender reassignment 
surgery is for them to live as 
someone of the gender that they 
wish to become. 

It was at this stage that “P" 
decided that it was time to talk 
to her employers. “I told the 
headteacher about my circum- 
stances and, initially, he was 
supportive, saying that he val- 
ued me for my aptitude and 
skills and that wouldn’t 
change,” she said. 

"But the weeks passed, by 
which time I was hying as a 
woman at work, and it became 
clear that the new contract he 
had promised me wasn't go inti 
to come. He then made me 
redundant and while I was on 
holiday, he emptied my office 
and put someone else in my 
place and banned me from 
speaking to my staff.” 

Yesterday, the European 
Court of Justice found that the 
behavjouf of the school direc- 
tors breached the 1976 Euro- 


pean Union directive on equal 
treatment, which guarantees 
men and women tbe same 
rights. 

The Court heard that “arti- 
cle 5 precludes dismissal of a 
transsexual for reasons relating 
to gender reassignment" and 
that the principle of equal 
treatment for men and women 
meant there should be no 
discrimination whatsoever on 
grounds of sex. 

The case was sent to Lux- 
emburg by a industrial tribunal 
held in Cornwall, to establish 
whether transsexuals and 
attitudes towards changes of sex 
are covered by European law. 
The tribunal wul now decide oo 


Last night the college and 
headteacher refused to com- 
ment. other than to acknowl- 
edge that they were aware of the 
judgement. Cornwall County 
Council which was also named 
in the industrial tribunal 
proceedings said: “All submis- 
sions in this case have been en- 
tered by the Government .” 
The Equal Opportunities 
Commission, which financed 
the case, said it was now likely 
that the Government would 
havelo amend legislation. 


The ruling provoked a flur- 
ry of protest in Westminster, 
however, with several Conser- 
vative MPs expressing outrage 
about “more interference from 
Brussels". 

The Department for Educa- 
tion described the ruling as 
“very disappointing”. “We will 
now be looking vety carefully at 
the details of the judgment" a 
DFEE spokesman said. 

Stonewall, (he gay rights 
campaign group, said that the 
ruling would aid their fight for 
gay men and lesbians to be al- 
lowed to serve in the militaiy, 
as transsexuals would now be 
protected from dismissal from 
the armed forces on the 
pound’s of their sexual condi- 
tion. 

“This is the first case of its 
kind and we are eroecimg many 
more,” said Ramby Diemello. 
the woman's banister. 

“Independent figures show 
there are 20,000 transsexuals in 
the country. Cases to be 
brought would not just be about 
employment rights for trans- 
sexuals people, but - in order 
for the law to be consistent - 
would also concern matters 
such as marriage, adoption, 
birth certificates and passports.” 


COLIN BROWN 

Chief Political Correspondent 

John Major has been urged by 
Dublin personally to open the 
all-party talks on the fixture of 
Northern Ireland in a last-ditch 
attempt to persuade the ERA to 
restore the ceasefire and allow 
Sinn Fein to sit down at the ne- 
gotiating table. 

It could mean Mr Major 
would have to meet Gerry 
Adams, the president of Sinn 
Fein, and Martin McGuinness, 
a Sinn Fein leader. Irish officials 
have told Downing Street the 
Prime Minister's attendance at 
the opening of the negotia- 
tions on 10 June would send the 
“right signal” to the IRA of the 
Government’s commitment. 

Mr Major bas been told John 
, Bruton, the Irish Prime Minis- 
ter, win be there, if he agrees to 
represent the British Govern- 
ment at the negotiations. 

Irish sources said: “He can’t 
make his mind up.” Mr Major 
fears if the tallcs dramatically 
broke down, be would be asso- 
ciated with the failure. 

British ministers believe 
there is a serious risk that the 
talks could collapse on the first 
day over the issue of decom- 
missioning IRA weapons. 


Tory MPs rejected the idea, 
floated by Dick Spring, ihe 
Irish Foreign Minister, for the 
decommissioning issue to be 
hived off into separate talks. 

Downing Street avoided say- 
ing anything officially about 
Mr Spring’s proposaL Irish of- 
ficials believe it will need talks 
between Mr Bruton and Mr 
Major in the coming days to 
avoid it becoming a crisis. 

It was rejected out of hand by 
David Wflshire, a Tory MP. 
who warned that it would mean 
the Ulster Unionists could noi 
attend the talks. His warning 
was reinforced by other leading 
Tbty backbench MPS vested 
day and the Ulster Unionists 
led by David Trimble. Mr Trim 
bie said: "I think it is very fi 
ista of Mr Spring in raise t 
hare at this issue." ■ 

1 SCL ‘, any mcril in i 1 ® 
Wl. We have alreach- dealt 

this issue. The Mitchell Re._ 
deak with the Issue. There feF* 

ne^for a further re^n.'^ 
n ,Tv. Government will S 
SotoW t r " P " Sal is 

S^kh? Jn0tWnrk -" WI > 

* • , r unionists to the talks,” 
one ministerial source. 
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Green and pleasant land: The Slad Valley in Gloucestershire where plans for a housing development have been shelved. Above: Laurie Lee celebrating in the Woolpaek pub Photograph: Rob Stratton 

Cider celebration in Rosie’s rustic valley 


MICHAEL PRESTAGE 

The Slad Valley, immortalised 
by Laurie Lee in his best-sell- 
ing novel Cider With Rosie, is to 
be spared a 90-house develop- 
ment alter a successful year-long 
campaign by locals. 

A driving force behind the 
Slad Valley Action Group was 
the author himself who joined 
in the celebrations after Fout 
Oaks, the development com- 
pany. announced it had with- 
drawn an appeal to build the 
houses. 

Stroud District Council had 
already refused planning per- 


mission because the proposed 
development would signifi- 
cantly harm the quality and 
character of the landscape. 
Four Oaks lodged an appeal 
and a public inquiry was due to 
be held later this month. 

Mr Lee, who lives in the val- 
ley, said: “Of course I have a 
feeling of elation and relief 
that this threat has been re- 
moved from us. 

“People feared what this de- 
velopment would mean. People 
who live here or visit are en- 
chanted that such a valley still 
exists. 

“Apart from the stone walk. 


I am the oldest thing in the val- 
ley- 1 used to think like them 1 
was indestructible, but two of 
the walk fell down recently 
and I suppose 1 shall be the next 
to falL At least 1 can go know- 
ing th k important fight has 
been won." 

The action group raised 
£4,000 to fight the appeal, which 
will now be put in a trust fund 
to save the greenfield site if an- 
other application is made. 
There are stiD fears that another 
application mil be submitted, 
but for the moment the mood 
is one of celebration. 

However, the fears may not 


be unfounded. A spokeswoman 
for Four Oaks said: “The deci- 
sion to withdraw was taken on 
planning issues and not be- 
cause of the public outcry. Con- 
cerns of the literary links with 
Oder With Rosie clouded the is- 
sue. The village of Slad is two 
kilometres away from our de- 
velopment but a lot of emotion 
has been stirred up." 

The developers wfll wait for 
Gloucestershire County Coun- 
cil and the district council to 
produce their local plans, which 
form a blueprint for land use 
into the next century, before de- 
ciding what to do nexL “At this 


stage we are ruling nothing in 
and ruling nothing out" 

Mr Lee, sitting in the Cider 
With Rosie barofthe Woolpaek 
in Slad, a hostelry featured in 
the novel, was still celebrating 
yesterday, however. 

He said:“We have been 
drinking scrumpy since we 
heard the news and I expect this 
will continue for a little while 
longer." 

The author added: “It has 
been a tough battle and given 
the forces ranged against us we 
didn’t expect an easy victory. 
Four Oaks is a name I always 
mix up with a local pub, bul they 


weren't distributing my 
favourite beer. They had plans 
to stud the end of the valley with 
new houses and roads." 

Mr Lee supported art exhi- 
bitions, concerts and poetry 
readings to raise money for 
the campaign. He also spoke 
against the development at a 
packed public meeting attend- 
ed by Four Oaks representatives 
last year. 

While campaigners ac- 
knowledge that people need to 
have homes, those living in the 
valley - plus supporters from as 
far afield as Australia. New 
Zealand and the United Slates 


who are fans of the novel - 
feared the housing would be the 
thin end of the wedge and pre- 
cipitate further development. 

Mr Lee came to the valley 
when he was three years old and 
stayed until he was 19. 

“1 used to think the whole 
world was like this,” he said. 
“When 1 went out into the 
world to try my fortune 1 re- 
alised there was only one place 
like this. 

“There are some things that 
are unique and are unspoilt and 
shouldn't be ravaged, even if it 
deprives a few shareholders of 
a little extra money." 


Health, love and happiness are preserve of poets 


LIZ HUNT 

Health Editor 

Young writers take heed. If 
you want good health, a satis- 
factory sex life, and longevity, 
then express yourself in verse, 
rather than play writing or prose. 

A new study suggests that po- 
ets are not the angst-ridden vic- 
tims of their verbal creativity 
that is popularly supposed. In 
fact, compared to playwrights 
and novelists they are models of 
mental and social stability. 

An analysis of 100 well- 
known British and American 
writers - including Heming- 
way. Waugh, Conrad, and Scott 
Fitzgerald - found that poets 
suffered less severe depres- 
sions, alcoholism, personality 
deviations, and manta! and sex- 
lal problems. 


There was one drawback for 
poets highlighted by the study: 
they suffered higher levels of 
severe manic depression re- 
quiring hospital treatment than. 
ptaywnghtsand novelists. Mood 
swings between elation and do- . 
pression were found in 25 per 
cent of them, against only 7 per 
cent of other writers. 

They also appeared to live 
longer; 43 per cent were over 
the age of 74 when they died, 
compared with 38 per cent of 
playwrights and just 24 per cent 
of novelists and poets. 

And while they were living, 
poets also enjoyed happier mar- 
riages than their fellow scribes. 
More than 70 per cent of the 
playwrights baa problematic or 
broken marriages, compared 
with just 26 per cent for poets. 

Overall, only one third of the 



Lives analysed: Ernest Hemingway and Evelyn Waugh 


writers enjoyed satisfactory 
marriages, according to the 
study published today in the 
British Journal of Psychiatry. 
They were most likely to be po- 
ets and least likely to be play- 


wrights. This may have been a 
result of the latter’s rampant 
promiscuity; more than 40 per 
cent of them were notorious for 
their sexual behaviour, com- 
pared with 20 per cent of 


novelist/poets, and only 14 per 
cent of poets. 

Dr Felix Rwt, emeritus physi- 
cian at The Bethiem Royal 
Hospital and the.Maudsley 
Hospital, London, collected 
data from the post-mortem bi- 
ographies of the writers, and 
compared tbe frequency of var- 
ious abnormalities between po- 
ets, playwrights, and prose 
fiction writers. 

His controversial conclusion 
is that “greater inner turmoil 
and neural [newe cell] activity 
involved in writing prose and 
plays” may result in the lower 
frequency of depressive disor- 
ders among poets. 

Dr Post was building on a 
previous study published in 
1994 of 291 world-famous men 
which concluded that writers 
were twice as likely to suffer 


depression and alcohol-related 
problems as other creative 
types, including painters, mu- 
sicians, philosophers, and some 
scientists. 

The prevalence of personal- 
ity deviations in the group of 100 
writers was 30 per cent, higher 
than that in the 1994 study (20 
percent) and considerably high- 
er than die incidence in the gen- 
eral population. 

There was also a much high- 
er incidence in the study group 
of anxiety-depressive disorder 
(60 per cent) than of schizoid 
disorders (8 per cent) or of the 
anti-social, histrionic and nar- 
cissistic traits (23 per cent) 
which are most frequently en- 
countered among the general 
population. 

In conclusion. Dr Post said 
that poets, who had been 


excluded from his 1994 study be- 
cause of their reputed mental 
and social instability, had been 
misjudged. 

Alcoholism was at its lowest 
in poets (31 percent) and high- 
est in playwrights (54 per cent), 
with only three poets (Berry- 
man, Hart Crane and Pape) and 
one novelist/poet experiencing 
alcoholic psychoses. 

Overall, die study suggests 
that the difference between 
success and failure for a writer 
- be ft poetiy, prose or plays - 
may be a dysfunctional family 
background. Three-quarters 
of the group studied hailed 
from families with a psychiatric 
history. Almost 30 per cent 
had some family experience of 
alcoholism, and nearly a quar- 
terexperience of mental illness. 

Leading article, page 16 
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EU backs 
pensioner 
over bus 
pass row 

heather mills 

Home Affairs Correspondent 


Retired men have won anoth- 
er victoiy in their fight for 
equality with women which 
could cost local authorities mil- 
lions of pounds - this time in a 
test case over bus passes. 

An advocate-general of the 
European Court of Justice 
ruled the Government broke 
EU equalitv rules by denying 
men cut-price passes until' the 
age of 65, while women quali- 
ty at 60. 

The interim ruling - certain 
to be upheld by the full court 
in the summer - opens the 
floodgates to refund claims 
from thousands of men and will 
be seized upon by Euro-sceptics 
as another cosily 'interference in 
Britain's right to make its own 
laws. There are an estimated 13 
million men aged 60 to 64. 

It comes only six months af- 
ter a similar judgment which 
forced the Government to give 
free prescriptions to men at Ml 

- the same age as for women - 
-and at a cost of £4lhn a year. 
Ministers had the choice of 
raising women's age of entitle- 
ment to 65 hut decided not to 
risk the electoral unpopularity. 

The Government had al- 
ready made provision to 
equalise the retirement age at 
65 for men and women between 
2010 and 2020, and the pre- 
scription age will go up at the 
same lime. 

In the test case brought by 
pensioner Stanley Atkins, the 
advocate-general of the Euro- 
pean Court of Justice decided 
yesterday that Government 
breached EU equality rules, by 
making him wait until he was 65 
for his cut price bus pass, while 
women could get their at 60. 

Mr Atkins, a retired garage 
mechanic from Kelley Bank. 
Shropshire, said: ‘This is an im- 
portant step along the road to 
putting right a major injustice." 

HSs victory was welcomed by- 
campaigners for the elderly. 
Sally Greengross, director gen- 
eral of Age Concern said: “Pub- 
lic transport is vital to older 
people's freedom and inde- 
pendence. Age Concern would 
like to see the introduction of 
a national concession scheme 
for all those over the age of 60. 

' ' But representatives of local 
authorities were concerned at 
the effects on local authority 
budgets. Councils have no legal 
obligations to run the schemes 
and may choose to scrap them, 
or introduce a common age 
qualification of 65, rather than 
meet the cost -possibly millions 

- of subsidising men from the 
age of 60, they warned. 

The Government had ar- 
gued that concessionary travel 
on public transport was linked 
to a person’s pensionable age, 
was not a social security bene- 
fit and was therefore not cov- 
ered by the 1979 EU directive, 
governing equal treatment. 
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Pecking order: A sculpture being delivered for the summer exhibition at the Royal Academy of Arts, central London Photograph: Nicholas Turpin 

Howard’s way foils to deter crime 


HEATHER MILLS 

Home Affairs Correspondent 

Michael Howard’s “prison 
works” criminal justice poli- 
cies have been called into ques- 
tion by the latest figures 
showing that despite locking up 
record numbers of inmates, 
crime is ag ain on the increase. 

The news is a grave embar- 
rassment for the Home Secre- 


tary whose law and order cre- 
dentials in the run up to a gen- 
eral election are pinned to 
harsher prison terms and giving 
police and prosecutors extra 
powers. 

It will also strengthen the arm 
of the judiciary in their oppo- 
sition to Mr Howard’s latest 
crime initiative of introducing 
tougher minimum sentences 
for a wide range of c riminals - 


from burglars and drug dealers 
to rapists. Lord Taylor, the 
Lord Chief Justice, has said that 
what deters crime is prevention 
and getting caught - not the 
threat of a longer spell in prison. 

Yesterday the Government 
sought to contain the damage, 
claiming in the Commons that 
the leaked note of a meeting of 
senior Home Office officials 
contained inaccuracies. The 


memorandum said that for the 
post six months crime has been 
rising despite the fact the courts 
have been sending people to jail 
in record numbers. The prison 
population now stands at 54,178 
- far higher than civil servants 
were predicting and at a rate far 
outpacing the prison bunding 
programme. Crown Courts are 
sending 20 per cent more peo- 
ple to jail than three years ago. 
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Superstores ‘to 


ban prime beet 
from abattoirs’ 


RAUL FIELD 

Supermarket chains are urging 
their beef suppliers to refuse 
to participate in Government 

? lans to dispose of at least 
1,000 cattle a week, striking 
another blow to the £550m 
scheme. 

Retailers are concerned that 
public confidence in British 
beef will be undermined if abat- 
toirs supplying them with prime 
beef also daughter older cows, 
considered to be at great risk 
from BSE. The destruction of 


John Major told the Com- 
mons that although monthly fig- 
ures were volatile “there is no 
doubt that crime fefl in the last 
two months of 1995”. 

However, compared with the 
year before, the figures had 
risen and Jack Straw, Labour's 
home affairs spokesman, said 
the figures “seriously under- 
mine” Mr Howard's daim to be 
turning the tide on crime. 


of efforts to eradicate the dis- 
ease was (fae to begin today, bat 
major logistical difficulties 
mean the cull will not start 
until next week. 

The British Retail Consor- 
tium said four of the leading 
supermarket chains have threat- 
ened to take their business 
elsewhere if suppliers partic- 
ipate. The consortium’s food 
director, Janet Nunn, said: “It 
may be important for the abat- 
toirs in the short term, but in the 


long term it must be worth 
them while satisfying their retail 
customers." 

Supermarket chain Somer- 
field has written to Douglas 
Hogg, the agriculture minister. 
Stephen Ridge, the group’s 
quality assurance executive, 
said: “I have told him the 
scheme is a nonsense. The way 
the com pensa tion is structured, 
the abattoirs need to take part. 

“While we accept the scien- 
tific view, the public perception 
is that the cull cows could be 
infected and should not go 
through the same processor as 
the dean beef. We are in dis- 
cussion with our suppliers. We 
have told them we do not want 
them to participate. Some have 
more than one plant, but for 
others it will cause problems. 
The whole issue is about satis- 
fying the public.” 

Wbitrose has raised its con- 
cerns with suppliers and a 
spokesman said: “We are 
concerned that consumer con- 
fidence may be adversely 
affected if the slaughter of 


Waitrose beef cattle is in any 
way linked with the culling of 

animals perceived to be unfit for 
human consumption.” - - 
A Safeway spokeswoman 
confirmed: “We are concerned. 
Whatever we decide to do 
will be in the interests of the 
consumer." - - 

The problems facing the In- 
tervention Board, whfcfc&owa:- 
seeing the scheme, could 
deepen if abattoirs pull out, . 
although the Meat and Owe- - 
stock Commission is adamant 
that hygiene procedures will be 
rigorously policed. Abattoirs 
must slaughter cows over 30 
months and beef cattle for the 
food chain at separate times. In 
between, the processing plants 
must-be disinfected, supervised 
by the Meat Hygiene Service. 

Peter Scott general secretary 
of the Fresh Meat Federation, 
rushed to dismiss public fears. 
“Great care wffl be taken to sep- 
arate clean beef from cull cows. 

If we want to solve the problems 
facing the industry we need to 
get the scheme underway.” 


EU stands firm on exports 


KATHERINE BUTLER 

Luxembourg 

EU agriculture ministers last 
night rejected Britain’s demand 
for a timetable for the lifting of 
the ban on British beef exports 
and attacked the Government’s 
new selective slaughter plans as 
inadequate. 

Demanding more radical 
steps, minis ters said the latest 
British plans to target 42 000 
high-risk animals, although a 
step in the right direction, 
would produce an insufficient 
decline in BSE cases to reassure 
public opinion. 

Veterinary experts, called in 


to provide an initial assess- 
ment yesterday said the 15 per 
cent to 30 per cent decline in 
cases forecast by Britain was not 
enough. They advised that a 50 
per cent to 60 per cent target 
should be reached. They also ex- 
pressed serious doubts about 
how identifying and tracing 
back suspect animals and herds 
- foe foundation of Mr Hogg's 
plan - would be implemented 
in the absence of complete 
data on animal movements. 

Mr Hogg was last night edg- 
ing towards acceptance of a 
draft deal which inevitably 
means he must return to the 
drawing board, to come up 


with a more extensive and wa- 
tertight plan entailing the 
slaughter of perhaps thousands 
more animals. In exchange, his 
EU colleagues were prepared 
to offer only the carefully word- 
ed assurance that this “forms 
part of a process which should 
allow the export ban to be pro- 
gressively lifted on a step-by- 
step basis". 

Diplomats said the state- 
ment reflected the concern 
among other member states 
that Mr Hogg should be given 
a face-saving formula to allow 
him to sell the need for more 
radical slaughter plans to British 
farmers and Euro-sceptics. 


Hospital at the heart of Britain 


The Royal Brampton Hospital 
NHS ’Bust today launches a 
new campaign, backed by Mir- 
ror Group newspapers, to es- 
tablish itself as a national and 
European centre for heart and 
lung medicine. 

The Heart of Britain cam- 
paign aims to get people “car- 
diactive” and reduce the risk of 
heart disease while raising 
funds for the trust to strength- 
en its treatment and research 
programmes. 

The Royal Brampton, 
founded in 1844, has a long his- 
tory of “medical firsts", in- 
cluding the first heart/1 ung 
transplant in the UK; the first 
umbrella device to dose holes 


in the heart of "bine babies"; 
and the first use of a heart laser 
to treat patients with' in-' 
tractable angina. 

The hospital houses the 
largest unit in the UK for 
treatment of occupational and 
environmental asthma, and 
the largest cystic fibrosis unit 
in Europe, caring for 800-plus 
patients. Doctors and scientists 
from the hospital are at the 
leading edge of research into 
gene therapy for this disease. 

The highlit of the Heart of 
Britain campaign coincides 
with the British Heart Foun- 
dation's British Heart Week - 
from 29 June to'7 July - when 
members of the pubhc wiU be 


invited to take part in an open 
photographic competition, re- 
flecting their view of the Heart 
of Britain in nine categories. 
These include. Tomorrow's 
Britain, Young Britain, Caring 
Britain, Animal Britain, and 
Good lime Britain. 

The 300 best photographs 
will be published in a frill 
colour book sold to generate 
funds for the hospital. The 
entry fee for the competition 
is £2 for up to three prints and 
£5 for up to 10 prints, with all 
proceeds going to the cam- 
paign. 

■ For more details of the cam- 
paign and the competition, 
telephone 0171 351 8571. 


From the ashes of the Cold War, 
a deadly threat to world peace arises . . . 


CRAIG THOMAS 
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Siberia. 

One of the world’s mosr 
hostile and lawless places. 


A New Mafia. 

Powerful. Ruthless 
Sinister. Russian. 



Cold-blooded murder. 

The kick-start to a web 
of corruption. 


Retribution. 

At a terrible price. When 
only one justice remains . 


she said. -When I realised that tore bre ached lheW76 S iialatio* 



AWILD 

JUSTICE 

A masterpiece'of menace and 
explosive action. '' Daily Tellgraph 


PAPERBACK £5.99 
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T here are people -in the Faroe 
Islands, 200 miles north of 
Scotland, who enjoy a particularly 
^grisly pastime. They Klee to spend 
a family day out at the beach, 
killing helpless pilot whales. It’s 
quite a messy business with a lot of 
blood and guts. But the Faroes* 
aren’t squeamish. They even take 
the kids along to join in the fun. 
Everyone has a great time - 
everyone that is except the pilot 
whales. 


Daring the 1980s, the worst 
decade of the kill’s history, more 
than 20,600 pilot whales were 
slaughtered. Today, despite 
enormous international opposition, 
the hunt goes on. 

Here the Whale and' Dolphin 
Conservation Society (WDCS), 
exposes the true horror of the 
Faroese pilot whale kfll and asks for 
your help to stop it as part of our 
biggest campaign EVER to K7T.T the 
whale trade and SAVE whales once 
and for ah... 


Dress it up how you like - 
whaling is murder and murder 
is wrong! 



We won’t be put off. Rather than be 
intimidated by threats from the Faroese. 
WDCS has campaigned tirelessly to halt 
the slaughter. One action we have taken 
to make those who persist in the kills, sit 
up and listen to us, is to help to introduce 
an international boycott on the sale of 
fish products like Faroese haddock 
and Faroese cod. 


'^ s man is using a six-inch knife to cut through the neck of a pilot whale, in an attempt to sever its spinal column. The whale is stiff alive. 
In the near and tidy front room of her home in the 


Faroese capital of Torshavn, a kindly, intelligent 
woman is explaining why her country has been 


slaughtering pilot whales for over 400 years. 


FAROE u 
ISLANDS^ 2 " 


NORWAY 


SHETLAND 
ISLANDS rjf 






GREAT 
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DENMARK 


‘They 


The Faroe Islands are shamed 200 mites north of Scotland. 

“The whales are a gift from God . " she smiles, 
suim into the ba]'s, shouting eat me, eat me. ” 

It’s hard to convince a woman so blinkered 
by hundreds of years of tradition, that pilot 
whaling should stop. 

This woman is not alone in seeing nothing wrong 
in stocking her freezer with pilot whale meat and 
blubber. But the brutal reality cannot be so easily 
ignored by the world at large. 

BLOODY SLAUGHTER 



INTENSE PRESSURE WORKS 

Public opinion has now forced major 
supermarket chains including Marks and 
SpeDcer, Tesco and Sainsbury to stop 
selling Faroese fish or to agree to label 
their fish so people can make their 
own choices. 

So far. we believe the campaign has cost 
die Faroese economy over j£l- million in 
lost and unplaced fish orders. 

We must expose this horror. 

The boycott is just one way we can hit 
back at those who insist on continuing to 
kill pilot whales. But opposition to us is 
fierce and if we are to save the whales 
from certain death at the hands of these 
people, then we simply must keep up 
the pressure. 

HELP WDCS STOP THE KILLING 

Pilot whales aren’t the only species at risk and the 
Faroese aren’t the only ones doing the killing. 
Countries and governments all over the world 
(including ours), have been responsible at some time 
or another for inflicting suffering and even death on 
innocent wholes and dolphins. 

WDCS has been trying to meet the whale and 
dolphin tormentors head on. We fund over 40 
projects worldwide to aid whales and dolphins at risk, 
including pilot whales. 

As a registered charity, WDCS relies on the 
generosity of people who cannot stand by as innocent 
creatures are butchered and brutalised in the name 
of tradition. 


If the cruelty in the Faroe Islands makes you sick 
and you want to help the world’s whales and 
dolphins, then join our biggest campaign ever to 
stamp out the whale trade! 


SEND AN IMMEDIATE DONATION. 


After a terrifying chase by boat inland, the whales 
are herded into a shallow bay and then the killing 
begins. First, the Islanders hammer vicious 51b metal 
whaling hooks or “gaffs”, often repeatedly,' into the 
bodies of the whales until they hold. The gaffs don’t 
always, hold first time and on one occasion witnesses 
reported seeing an Islander continuously stomping on 
a whales bead in ordeT to Srive the gaff home. 

With the whales writhing in agony and beg inn i n g 
to drown in their own blood, the Islanders swap then- 
gaffs for 6-inch whaling knives which they use to 
plunge into the defenceless whales, slashing through 
the blubber and flesh until the spinal column and 
main blood vessels are reached and severed. Then, 
moving on to the next victim, those whales, whose 
spinal columns have not been reached, are left to die 
slowly and in agony. 



By responding to this advertisement today with a 
gift for as much as you can spare, you can help us 
continue to fund vital whale and dolphin conservation 
projects around the world, making the seas and oceans 
of our world a safer, cleaner place for all whales 
and dolphins. 

Get a great video. If you can send £25 or more, 
to our appeal today, we will send you a copy of our 
stunning video: The World of Whales and Dolphins. A 
special thank you from us and a reminder of how your 
support will be helping to save hundreds of whales 
and dolphins from the clutches of their tormentors. 

Refizse to buy Faroes fish products. Marks and 
Spencer, Sainsbury s and Tesco have labelled their 
Faroese fish: “Produces of the Faroe Islands.” Help the 
whales - don’t buv it! 



SAVE WHALES! 


Act now. Every day thousands of whales or 
dolphins are either killed or harmed. Every day’s delay 
means more needless deaths and suffering. 

Join our campaign to stamp out the whale 
trade today! 

Complete and return the coupon below 
immediately to: WDCS, FREEPOST, (SN863), 
Bath, BA1 2XF. 

Thank you . 1 




ivrtate, a dose re&tive ol the long fin 1 

It has been known for some whales to take as long 
as 10 minutes to die. But it may take many hours for 
all the whales to be despatched. 

No whale is spared, 

I„ icy 4. over 1,200 whales were killed like 

, ' . t t, : n a single day. Ot these, 200 

66$ were put to death in a single y 

were wasted with none of their meat used for human 
consumption.. 

THEY EVEN KILL DOLPHINS TOO 


Fishing legends from around the world tell us that 
the name ‘pilot’ comes from the whales’ piloting of 
fishermen towards schools of fish. But these gentle 
whales are now remorselessly massacred by the 
fishermen of the Faroes. Hardly a just reward for their 
legendary helpfulness to h u m an s. 

• Pilot whales are the gende giants of the deep. Known 
for their amazing family bonds, (pilot whale calves stay 
with their mothers for many years), these special 
creatures have been known to strand and die rather than 
leave a sick or wounded member of the pod. 




HELP US STAMP OUT THE WHALE TRADE TODAY! 


Yes! I want to help WDCS’s biggest campaign ever and 
protect whales and dolphins everywhere from their tormentors. 



mi it 


SIABP OUT IHS WHILE TRIBE 


Mr /Mrs /Ms /Miss on capitals! : 
Address: 


.Postcode: 


END THE BLOODSHED 


I eudose a cheque/posol order (payable to WDCS) far 

£10 □ £15 □ 


The Faroese make no secret of their kffling of pilot 
whales) in tact they are proud of it. But v ^ 
quite so relaxed when we tell you, and the wo at arge. 


that they use the same vile practices on dolphins too. 

WDCS has concrete evidence that in 1995, as 
many as 127 dolphins of various species were killed in 
the Faroes. Will they stopat nothing? 

Pilot - whales, aiii dolphins don’t deserve this 
/butchery. : 


For many years, WDCS has been campaigning to 
end die bloodshed in the Faroe Islands. As the world’s 
foremost charity devoted solely to fighting for the 
protection of 5 whales and dolphins, we have presented 
consistent and well researched arguments to the 
International Whaling Commission, to convince them 
to take action. 

We have also tri£d to talk to the Faroese 
government, but they refuse to hear what we have to 
sav and in a sinister move, they have also prevented 
their own people from talking to us. 

Campaigners who have travelled to the Islands, with 
our support, have been intimidated and threatened 
with physical violence, but despite this, some Faroe 
Islanders have spoken to us in secret of their 
opposition to the kilKng and the chinks in the 
Faroese armour are starting to show! 


£25 (S) 

I'm riving £25. 


£50 □ Other £ 

’m giving £25. Please send me my \Hdco □ 

Or please debit my Access /Visa /Mastercard/ CAF CharityCard (delete as appropriate) 

Card Number: 


Expiry Date: 


Signature:, 


Please send me more information about WDCS membership D 
Please return this completed coupon, together with 
your gift, to: WDCS, FREEPOST, (SN863), Bath, 
BA1 2XF. No stamp needed. Thank you! 


Instant donations hotline: 01225 334511. 

Weekdays 8.30 - 5.00pm. 



Registered Chanty Number J (>14705 
Company Registration Number 2737421 
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Police arrest 17 

in illegal ticket 
sales inquiry 


WILL BENNETT 

Police raided the historic Na- 
tional porting dub run by Bob 
Willis, the former England 
cricketer, yesterday as part of an 
investigation into alleged illegal 
ticket sales for this year’s Eu- 
ropean football championships 
and the FA Cup final 

Seventeen people were ar- 
rested in raids on 11 companies 
in London, which police suspect 
have been offering unauthorised 
tickets for either Euro ‘96, 
which takes place in England in 
June, or the Cup Final in LO 
days' time. 

Although no tickets were 
found during the raids detec- 
tives believe that some compa- 
nies specialising in lucrative 
hospitality deals may have been 
planning to use stolen tickets or 
obtain supplies from foreign 
Euro *96 allocations. 

But David Wilis, a director 
of the National Sporting Gub 
and brother of the former Eng- 
land hist bowler, last night 
denied any wrongdoing and 


said that the club believed that 
it had been authorised to sell 
tickets for Euro '96. 

“As far as we are concerned 
everything we have done from 
the word go has been com- 
pletely legal and therefore we 
were completely astonished to 
get a visit from the constabulary 
this morning,” said Mr Willis, 
who took over the club with his 
brother five years ago. 

“We applied for tickets for 
Euro ^96 on official forms about 
seven months ago. We then 
found a hospitality suite, which 
is an office block overlooking 
Wembley stadium and pro- 
moted packages for match tick- 
ets and hospitality varying in 
price from £150 to £350. 

“We are offering a very high- 
class hospitality deal where 
people are entertained to 
unlimited amounts of cham- 
pagne before being given a 
first-class four-course meal and 
a seat at the match.” 

The police raid lasting sev- 
eral hours was a severe embar- 
rassment for the club which is 


based at the Cafe Royal in 
London and was founded 105 
years ago by the Earl of Lons- 
dale and the Marquess of 
Queensbeny. For many years it 
administered boxing in Britain. 

A Metropolitan Police 
spokesman said yesterday: 
“Making an offer to sell or to 
be able to provide tickets is it- 
self an offence if you are not au- 
thorised to do so. All the places 
we went to were not authorised 
therefore, if any of them have 
entered deals to provide tickets 
then that is an offence." 

Alec McGivan, media rela- 
tions manager for Euro *96, 
which is being organised by 
the Football Association, said: 
“Our terms and conditions 
dearly state that tickets must 
not be sold at a price higher 
than the face value. They must 
also not be sold as part of a hos- 
itaiity package without the 
’A’s prior consent ... 

“If it becomes clear that our 
terms and conditions have been 
broken we will seek to take the 
necessary action.” 
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New drought warning 


NICHOLAS SCHOON 

Environment Correspondent 

Much of England has suffered 
five months of below average 
rainfall over the past year, a 
drought report from the Gov- 
ernment's new Environment 
Agency warns today. • 

Serious shortfalls m reservoirs 
and underground rock aquifers 
have resulted, but the problems 
were made worse by bitterly 
cold winter weather, says the re- 
port sent to the Secretary of 
State for the Environment, 
John Gummer. 

Freezing conditions led to a 
spate of burst pipes, which 
meant that across most of the 
country more water had to be 


put into the mains than during 
the previous winter, further 
stretching the impoverished 
supplies. 

This April had just over 70 
percent of the long-term aver- 
age rainfall for the month in 
England and Wales. Since Feb- 
ruary last year, only September, 
December and Februaiy have 
had above average. November 
had exactly the mean and every 
other month was well under. 

If there is another hot, dry 
summer, then half the country 
is likely to be put under 
hosepipe or non-essential use 
bans, says the agency, which 
protects the natural water re- 
sources of England and Wiles. 

Furthermore, a dozen water 


companies are expected to seek 
permission to take extra water 
from rivers and boreholes. 

Even with average summer 
rainfall this year, five companies 

- Yorkshire, North West, South 
West, Southern and South East 

- are planning to extend exist- 
ing drought measures or take 
additional action. 

However, the report says the 
water companies have learnt 
from last year's drought, and 
praises them for spending hun- 
dreds of minions of pounds to 
boost their supplies and distri- 
bution networks over the win- 
ter. But it warns them not to 
delay in bringing in restrictions 
on customers if the drought con- 
tinues into the summer. 




Cantona denies 



A football fan yesterday ac- 
cused the Manchester United 
player Eric Cantona of launch- 
mg an unprovoked attack on 
him during a Premier League 
match last season. . 

Matthew Simmons was ap- 
pearing at Croydon Magistrates’ 
Court where be is charged with 
two counts pf using threatening 
language and behaviour during 
the match between Crystal 
palace and Manchester United 
at SeJhurst Park, south London, 
on 25 January 1995. 

Millions of television viewers 
saw United’s French striker 
ahn a kung-fu kick at Mr Sim- 
mons, who was standing in the 
crowd, and then throw a punch 
at him as he made his way to the 
tunnel after being sent off. 

The court was told by pros- 
ecution witnesses that Mr Sim- 
mons provoked the assault by 
burling a torrent of obscene and 
abusive language at Cantona. 

But Mr Simmons, 21, a dou- 
ble-glaring fitter, of Thornton 
Heath, south London, denied 
using lan guage which the pros- 
ecution says was designed to bait 
the player. He said: “After Eric 
Cantona had been sent off I re- 


aped ttat Richard Shaw fa 
Ciystal Palace player], needed 
treatment and that this was a 
pause in the gone and would 
give me the chance to go to the 
t oilet . I was, casually walking 
down the stairs and as I got to 
the bottom of the aisle Eric 
Cantona was walking along the 
line. We simultaneously met and 
the crowd was fairly noisy and 
eveiyone was cheering and 
noisy and pleased that he had 
been sent off, me included. 

“I was shouting ‘Off, off h 
off, and I was pointing to- 
wards the dressing room ’cos 
that's what you do at football 
games. At no time was 1 doing j 
anything else than pointing. I 
did not use any language of this 
kind. At no stage did I swear ; 
and 1 am quite certain of that 
“As far as I am concerned I ' 
was doing nothing wrong to de^ -jj 
serve these actions. I was teaser 4 
ing Cantona but there is a big 
difference between a criminal 1 
offence and wbat yew would call 
banter at a football match.” 4 
The magistrates deckled ihaffi 
there was a case to answer on 
both charges, and the trial was 
adjourned until today. 


Top broadcast award 
for Chris Evans 


Out of the shadows: Leanne Benjamin, who plays the title role In Kenneth 
MacMillan's production of ‘Anastasia’, makes her entrance on roller skates. The 
Royal Ballet production opens at Covent . Garden tomorrow Photograph: Laurie Lewis 


BBC disc jockey Chris Evans 
was yesterday named Broad- 
caster of the Year in the Sony 
Radio Awards. The win partially 
vindicated the decision by Con- 
troller of Radio One, Matthew 
B annis ter, to modernise the 
station. 

Evans’s Radio One Breakfast 
Show draws a weekly audience 
of more than 7 millio n listeners 
and is the most popular single 
radio show in the UK 

His success follows Mr Ban- 
nister's decision to axe several 
leading DJs and move veteran 
Steve wight from the premier 
morning programme. 

Last week Evans extended his 
Radio One contract, worth a re- 
puted £400,000, until the end of 


1997. His programme was beat- 
en into second place by rivals 
Russ and Jono of Virgin Radio 
in the music-based breakfast 
show category. 

BBC Radio 5 Live's coverage 
of the Ryder Cup play-off be- 
tween Philip Walton and Jay ; 
Haas last year received Gold ’ 
awards for best sports 
programme and best event 
coverage. 

There was further glory for . 
the BBC as Dr Anthony CuueY 
interview with round-the-world 
walker Ffyona Campbell won 
the Interview of die Year trophy. 

The Music Presenter of the 
Year award went to Radio 3's 
Brian Kay for his Sunday morn- 
ing show. 




TAX FREE ZONE 


0345 95 95 95 


FOR MORE INFORMATION 
ABOUT THE VIRGIN GROWTH PEP 
RING 0345 95 95 95 
LINES OPEN 

BETWEEN Sam AND 10pm 
7 DAYS A WEEK 

Calls will be taken by friendly 
telephone operators who w ill 
send a straightforward, 
clear information pack. 


Looking out for a 
painless way to save? 
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T he company's first product - an index tracking Personal 
Equity Plan (or PEP for short; - was created as a result 
of Richard Branson's frustration with the financial 
services industry. “I read the personal finance pages for 20 
years but could never find consistently good performance or 
fathom out all die meaningless jargon,” explains Branson. 

Jargon free zone 

PEPs should be an integral part of most 
^ T* people’s financial plans. But Virgin felt that 
their potential had never been realised - 
mainly because of their packaging. “We 
researched nearly 1,000 PEPs and then 
designed one to beat them,” adds Branson. 
“We found that the majority of people were simply put off by the 
way PEPs were shrouded in meaningless financial jargon.” 
Within a year of launch. Virgin’s no-nonsense financial 
revolution had attracted over 50,000 savers looking for 
a well-balanced, conservative approach to stock market 
investment rather than chancing the thrills and spills of a 
speculative investment strategy. 

On the right track 

^4 Virgin’s strategy is completely straight- 


6 But saving is boring!” 

When Virgin Direct asked people who 
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qT j f usually had spare cash in their current 

^ account at the end of each month why they 
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forward, ft doesn’t rely on costly, fallible 
O fond managers attempting to guess which 
^ shares will perform best. The Virgin Direct 
. 9 PEP tracks the FT-SE Actuaries All-Share 

S ac 9* 


2 


95 9 ' Index, which covers more than 900 of the 
largest companies quoted on the London Stock Exchange. 


Simplicity 


Richard Branson and 'Tracker' scan the horizon for hassle-free saying s 


Virgin Dir©ct hss crsstGd 3 PEP for poopio who utterly lo 3 th© ssving 
money. They realised that tax efficient regular saving is often too 
complicated or just too plain dull to consider. So they simplified it. 
And with payments from £50 to £500 a month, no pushy salesmen 
and no financial gobbledygook, what could be easier? 


6 

* 




V 


3 


Tony Wood of Virgin Direct picks up the 
^ story: “We've made it incredibly simple 
P for individual investors to participate in 

4* 


the returns of the stock market while 
spreading the risk. The easy option is to 
95 9 ' leave spare cash in a current account, earn- 
ing a pitifully low rate of interesL Most of us just can’t be 
bothered to go through the hassle of looking for a better home 
for our savings, even though we know that it’s the sensible 
thing to do. With history showing that shares tend to provide 
better returns than other types of investment over five years 
or more, our Growth PEP gives everyone the chance to reap 
the rewards!” 


weren’t making more of their money, the 
answer was no surprise: “Saving is boring!” 
" That’s why Virgin Direct has put so 

much effort into making the normally tedious and complicated 
process as easy and painless as possible. , 

“Basically, we’ve designed our regular savings PEP for 
people who know they really should be saving, but have never 
quite got around to doing anything about it!” says Tony Wood 

What’s a PEP? 

■ Personal Equity Plans were designed as a 
Government savings incentive. 

■ They are based on investment in the stock market 

■ Any profit from a PEP is entirely free of tax. 

■ You can save up to £6,000 in a general PEP each tax 
yean 

■ You should be prepared to put your money away for 
at least five years— 

■ —But your money can be withdrawn easily if you 
need to. 

■ By investing on a regular monthly basis, savers can 
iron out the peaks and troughs of the stock market 

and reduce risk. 


‘At Virgin Direct, we've always had one 
single-minded aim: to offer straightforward, 
good quality products at the lowest possible 
price. We will not compromise on performance 
or customer service - and we refuse to have 
anything to do with salesmen and their 
outrageous commissions.’ 
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money you invest. Virgin Direct does not offer SmentVdvic^ th ° f “ tur . e ' The Pnce of units and " n> f incom * from them can g ° down ns we " as U P' You not 6* back a " thc 

- ' - 0ur cmn products. The basis of tax may change in the future. For your security, all telephone calls to Virgin Direct will be recorder!. 



I 






‘*A-u 






THE INDEPENDENT - WEDNESDAY 1 MAY 1996 


news 


300 branches to close: Four-day weeks to cope with 15,000 job losses 

NatWest plan to share 
workload among staff 


BARRIE CLEMENT 

Labour Editor 

In a highly, unusual initiative to 
ease the pain of a massive 
.{ OW iM? ln £'* operation, Na- 
Uonal Westminster Bank is ne- 
gotiating a scheme to share 

*? ,or * s amon g its employees. 

Management and unions are 
Hoping to thrash out an agree- 
ment on pan-time working and 
the introduction of four-day 
weeks in order to cope with cuts 
estimated to mean the equiva- 
lent of 15,000 jobs. 

The bank yesterday revealed 
to its 48,000 staff a three-year 
restructuring plan involving the 
increased use of new technol- 
ogy and the closure of 300 
smaller branches out of 2,100. 

However, the company gave 
a guarantee that there would be 
no compulsory redundancies 
this year and refused to accept 
union estimates of the extent of 
the cutbacks. 

The announcement comes at 
a time when the banking in- 
dustry as a whole is facing 
about 30,000 red undan cies over 
the next few years. Other banks 
could now be forced to adopt 
NatWest ’s more co-operative 


approach to industrial rela- 
tions. 

Senior NatWest sources can- 

finned there had been a change 

in managerial philosophy ai 
the bank which was illustrated 
by the creation of a world -wide 
staff council. The {brum was cre- 
ated in anticipation of a Brus- 
sels directive which would 
eventually have forced 
NatWest, along with other 
British-based multinationals, 
to create a works councCL 

Rory Muiphy, general sec- 
retary of the NatWest Staff As- 
sociation, said the bank should 
take the credit for involving 
unions in business decisions 
instead of announcing an "an- 
nual cull” of jobs. Manage- 
ment’s business forecasts 
matched those of the associa- 
tion, he said. 

“We know there are going to 
be job losses, but we don’t want 
be standing in the middle of the 
M3 trying to stop the traffic. We 
want to ensure that with man- 
agement co-operation the cuts 
are made fairly and equitably.” 

Alan Ainsworth, chief nego- 
tiator at NatWest for the Bank- 
ing Insurance and Finance 
Union (Bifu) said senior man- 


DAILY POEM 


Bike Ride on a Roman Road 

By Alice Oswald 

This Roman road - eye's axis 
over the earth ’s rococo curve — 
is a road's road to ride in a dream. 

I am bound to a star, 
my own feet shoving me swiftly. 

Everything turns but the North is the same. 

Foot Foot, under the neck-high bracken 
a little random man, with his head in a bad 
controversy of midges, 
flickers away singing Damn Damn 

and the line he runs is serpentine, 

everything happens at sixes and sevens, 

the jump and the ditch and the crooked stile „ 

and my two eyes are floating in the fields, ~ 

i' my mouth is on a branch, my hair 
is miles behind me making tributaries 
and I have had my heart distracted out of me, 
my skin is blowing slowly about without me 

and now I have no hands and now I have no feeL 

This is the road itself 

riding a bone bicycle through ”ty head. 

After reading Classics at university, Alice Oswald trained at 
Wisleyasa gardener, and has since worked at Thpley Park and 
the Chelsea Physic Garden. Homer, die declares, made her 
a gardener, but gardening gave her her poetic subject Carol 

t r\..fAi nniafl #haf H Kirrk aMthM nlantc sirft nrftscrrf in 


agers had abandoned their 
strategy of railroading cuts 
through as they did in 1992 
when there were laige scale re- 
dundancies. Since 1991 more 
than 16,000 staff have left the 
bank - 4,400 of them last year. 

Mr Ainsworth said the new 
policy of was not based on al- 
truism but self-interest. "Nat 
West's record so far has not 
been exemplary. The new pol- 
icy is based on business imper- 
atives and a practical 
recognition that it is better to 
do it with the co-operation of 
the unions,” he said. 

The bank had made pre-tax 
profits of £1.75bn in the year to 
December compared with 
£1.59bn in the previous 12 
months and therefore should be 
able to undertake a restructur- 
ing exercise without making 
people compulsorily redundant 


‘Wouldn’t it 
be nice if the 


in the years to come, Mr Ains- 
worth said. 

Tbny Warren, managing di- 
rector of NatWtesfs retail rank- 
ing subsidiary, refused to 
confirm union estimates of the 
scale of cuts, but said the bank 
had to face the fact that it need- 
ed fewer employees. “Wfc be- 
lieve it is in the interests of staff, 
shareholders and customers to 
have good relations with the 
people who work for us.” 

He said the bank needed to 
respond to the crowing use of 




phone. There was a continuous ’fP' ? _ ■ uj g fc a T . life fA»# 

reduction in the number of 
people visiting many of the 
branches. 

According to Bifu. Barclays J 

Bank has shed 21,800 staff 

since 199a Lloyds 15,628 and Burning ambition: toting Jeremy Way is fastened into thoDB2, a contender for the Shell Heta Mileage Marathon^ at Mrftory 
Midland 9,600. Park, Leicester, on July 19. Entrants win tatfet the world fuel efficiency record of 7,591mpg. Photograph: Edward Sykes 


world of the 
Internet was 
just a little less, 
well, virtual?” 


published by Oxford University Press at £6.99. 
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Something magical is happening to our 
planet It’s getting smaller. Every day, more 
people and more information are making the Internet a 
place of incredible opportunity and transformation. 

Suddenly, people just like you have access to potential 
customers, business contacts, partners and competitors in 
every comer of the planet. 

How can you make the most of this opportunity? Well, 
we’d like to help. 

We have all of the minds and resources of IBM 
focused on the emerging world of networked computing. 

Over the next few months, we’re going to discuss 
strategies and technologies to help you get from here to 
there. Let’s start by talking about what’s going on across the 
planet. 

Electronic commerce is becoming a reality thanks to 
improved security and encryption technology like our 
innovative Cryptolopes which ensure that messages are read 
only by the people you want reading them. 

Cybermalls are springing up everywhere, letting 
companies sell their wares to millions of customers on line, 
without 1 costly premises. 

Instead of gathering dust in a warehouse, products 
are made and shipped to order. 


And what s more, the more enterprise data you can 
bring on line, the wider you can cast your net. 

The managed IBM Global Network is helping 
companies connect. Enterprises are expanding to give 
customers and suppliers piping hot information on prices, 
inventory and delivery schedules. Making them more 
efficient and honing their competitive edge. 

All thanks to one of the world’s largest managed data 
networks with managed access from Rio to Reykjavik and 
848 other cities worldwide. 

By using Lotus Notes over the Internet people in 
remote locations can work on the same project 
simultaneously, expanding their reach even further. 

If you are eager to take advantage of the Internet, you 
dont need to be a millionaire. Or a genius. You just need to 
drop by www. ibm.com or call Q8Q0 675 675 for further 
information highlighting how IBM can help your business 
thrive in a networked world. 

This is just beginning. We have a lot more to share 
with you. Just remember: it’s a small planet. And it’s yours. 


Solutions for a small planet 
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news 


t: 


Doctors 


warn of 


transplant 

danger 


uz HUNT 

Health Editor 


A group of doctors and lawyers 
is seeking to halt research mto 
animal' to-human organ trans- 
plants because of the risks of 
transmitting unknown bacte- 
ria and viruses to man. 

Doctors and Lawyers for Re- 
sponsible Medicine (DLRM) is 
appealing to the Government to 
impose a moratorium on xeno- 
transplants until more is known 
about the effects on human 
health and the environment. 

The first xenotransplant 
could take place here later this 
year, using an organ from a pig 
which has been genetically en- 
gineered to have human mole- 
cules in its tissues (known as 
transgenic transplantation). 
This will, in theory, reduce the 
chances of rejection. Some doc- 
tors believe that xenotrans- 
plantation is the only solution 
to the current severe shortage 
of donor organs. 

But in a letter to Stephen 
DorrclL, the Secretary of State 
for Health, DLRM says: "Com- 
mon sense should tell us that 
transgenic transplants actually 
represent one experimental 
technique (the production of 
transgenic animals) superim- 
posed on yet another experi- 
mental technique (the 
transplantation of transgenic 
organs into human beings). 
This situation translates into a 
statistical nightmare, since there 


is an exponential increase in un- 
known risk.” 

At its relaunch in London 
yesterday, the group - former- 
ly an anti-vivisection pressure 
group known as Doctors in 
Britain Against Animal Exper- 
iments - warned that even the 
use of disease-free anima l s was 
no guarantee of safely. 

Dr Andre Menacbd, presi- 
dent of DLRM. said that virus- 
es in a new environment may lie 
dormant, or mutate into dan- 
gerous new forms, or combine 
with human viruses. By intro- 
ducing these unknown viruses 
- if they did indeed exist - in 
transplanted animal organs with 
human characteristics, the 
body’s own immune system was 
circumvented, he said. 

“We can’t allow this sort of 
thing to be unleashed into the 
human population. Even if it 
were to work, the potential 
threat to public health would for 
outweigh any possible benefits 
to a few individuals." 

However, Imutran, the Cam- 
bridge-based company which is 
pioneering the production of 
transgenic animals, accused the 
group of scaremoagering by 
a group of “recycled anti- 
vivisectionists”. 

Christopher Samler. chief 
executive of Imutran. said no 
transgenic transplant would 
take place until the Government 
and medical establishment were 
satisfied about potential risks. 

News analysis, page 15 



Rural heritage: Berthlhwyd Farm - 'one of the most important farms the National Trust owns, a refic in the best sense’ 


Photograph: Rob Stratton 


Family form where time has stood still 


MICHAEL PRESTAGE 


For five generations Berthllwyd 
Farm has been owned by the 
Llewellyn family and in that 
rim e they have shunned the 
dictates of modem farming, en- 
suring the flora and fauna on 
their land reflects more the late 
19th than late 20th century. 

The conservation value of the 
162-acre farm in the Brecon 
Beacons National Park has al- 
ready been recognised. It was 


acquired by the National Trust 
in 1992 with Jim and Janet 
Llewellyn staying on as tenants. 

Now, though, the economics 
of the industxy mean it is no 
longer viable to form tradi- 
tionally. And in a move that 
could be repeated on many of 
the trust's 1,200 other farms, in 
England and Whies, a strategy 
is being drawn up to subsidise 
the farming so that the envi- 
ronmental value of the site can 
be preserved Phil Park, the 


trust's property manager in 
South Wgdes, said: "Generations 
using a particular fanning sys- 
tem have produced a farm of 
outstanding value. This is one 
of the most important forms the 
National Trust owns. It is a rel- 
ic in the best sense. There are 
quite remarkable bay meadows, 
which in spring are full of wild 
flowers and orchids.” 

The trust wants the form to 
remain as a working model, with 
the people being regarded as 


itn 


m as any building or 
species. But it has en- 
countered difficulties because 
the bulk of grants available are 
either to increase productivity 
or to mothball areas - neither 
of which is appropriate. 

Philip James, the trust’s land 
agent in South Wales, said “We 
are keen to preserve the form 
not as a remnant of the past, 
but because this way of farm- 
ing is far more sustainable. We 
see Berthllwyd as a bridge be- 


tween the past and the future.” 
A year's grace has already been 
found using the trust’s funds 
while a long-term solution is 
sought. Negotiations are in 
hand with the Countryside 
Council for Wales to develop a 
10-year plan. The council has al- 
ready classified the form as a site 
of special scientific interest. 

“If the National Thist bad not 
bought the farm, we would have 
bad to leave. We hope we can 
continue,” said Mr Llewellyn. 



inspects 

mansion 


Jurors were taken by coach 
on a 70 -mile trip yesterday 
to visit the country mansion 

home where the multi-mfllion- 
aire businessman Owen Oyston 
is alleged to have raped two 
teenage models. . . 

The trial judge, Mr Justice. 
McCullough, counsel, and court 
staff accompanied the jury, - 
together with Mr Oyston, on 
the journey from Liverpool 
Crown Court to secluded .. 
daughtonHall-a 16 th century ■ 

50-roomed house, which is set 
in 1,500 acres in the Forest of. 
Bowland near Lancaster. _ 
Mr Oyston; 62, chairman of 
Blackpool Fbotball Club, derues 
raping the two girls, both of 
whom were models with a Man- 
chester agency. He denies at- 
tacking the first when she was 
18, between January 198S and 
December .1989, and raping 
and indecently assaulting the . 
second girt, who was just 16, at 
the end of 1991. ’ 

The court was told last week 
that both were led to believe Mr ^ 
Oyston could help their mod- 
elling careers. ' 

The first model has spent 
nearly three days in the witness 
box being questioned over her 
H arms , and is due to resume giv- 
ing evidence today. The second, 
whom Mr Oyston is alleged to 
have forced into oral sex, has yet 
to give evidence. 

The jury was driven up the 
narrow country lane leading to 
the house, described by one 
of the alleged victims as “like a- 
castle". Inside, they were shown 
the foyer, dining room and 
master bedroom - which . 
contains the antique four-poster 
bed on which the rapes 
allegedly tookplace -together 
with its adjoining bathroom. 
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SPRING INTO SUMMER 


with the most eagerly 
awaited book of the season 
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People feel cheated over care 


NICHOLAS TIMMINS 

Public Policy Editor 


The public's faith in stale-led 
funding for care in old age has 
been seriously undermined by 
its extensive means-testing, a 
study funded by the Joseph 
Rowntree Foundation showed 
yesterday. 

The existence of the Na- 
tional Health Service and the 
obligation to pay tax and na- 
tional insurance has led people 
to expect that care for older 
people would be free at the 
point of delivery, the study 
found. 

But they feel their national- 
insurance payments have been 
misused - paid out to provide 
care now rather than invested 
to provide a fund for care in the 
future. 

And the present means-test- 


ing of savings and capital - in- 
cluding taking houses into ac- 
count - is strongly resented. 

“People felt they had been 
given a false promise by the 
state that , long-term care for 
older people would be provid- 
ed free at the point of delivery,” 
the study said. 

And means-testing was seen 
as unfair for pe nalising the 
thrifty while the spendthrift 
were eligible for state aid. 

To win the support of the 
public, the payments for any 
new system for long-term care 
should be dedicated to the 
purpose, properly invested and 
should provide a guaranteed 
level of care, the study, which 
was carried out by by Soria! and 
Community Planning Re- 
search. found. 

The findings come as the 
Government is due to publish 


a consultation paper next week 
offering new public/privale 
“partnership” deals over long- 
term care. Those who used part 
of their pensions, lump sums or 
insurance cover to provide 
themselves with long-term care 
will be allowed to keep an 
equivalent sum free of means- 
tests if they then need state- 
funded help. 

But ministers have ruled out 
creating a new funded social- 
insurance scheme to pay for 
long-term care. 

The findings - from quali- 
tative discussion groups and not 
opinion polling - show the 
public are doubtful that the 
state can meet the demand for 
long-term care. There was 
some support for younger peo- 
ple. in particular. Having to start 
planning to pay for their own 
care through insurance. 


Others, however, opposed 
any form of private funding. . : 
There was greater willingness 
for individuals to be asked to j- 
pay towards “fee “hotel" costs . 
in care homes, with the nurs- ]■. 
ing and sociaFcare provided! 
free -an option expected to bo^ 
trailed by an inquiry mto long- 
term care by the Joseph Rcwn- 
tree Foundation which is due 
to complete work shortly. 


And there are distinct! 


mixed attitudes to the fi 




responsibility to care for itsd- 
rly relatives, v 


deny relatives, with consider- 
able support forsome-formof 
payment scheme for those who 
do the caring. . 

The findings suggest that 
“society can no longer rely on 
the level of unpaid support cur- 
rently provided," Rebecca 
Diba, the lead researcher on 
the project, said. 



The new Audi A4 Avant. 

Drive one, and you'll never drive an estate. 


Conventionally, estate cars are functional bur rather dull load-luggers. 

That's why the new Audi A4 Avant isn't one. For more information, please call 0345 998877. 


Audi 

Wwipruno durati TachnMi 


From just £36 the RAC covers you in any car 

e i I.. _ L.ll n n. _ h -n r. .. ... 


From just £3t> lor a full 1 2 months’ cover, no arte offers 
you more security on the road than the RAC: 


■ RAC Rescue covers you, not your car. So now 

you can coH on us whenever you need fast roadside 
assistance, even when you're simply a passenger in 
someone etsa’s cor. 


Theft and Vandalism Cover, tf your car's stolen or 
ain't be driven because of vandalism, well remove it 
to a nearby garage or secure area 


Battery Assist. A new battery on the spot. 


RAC 


■ Roadside Rescue, in more than 6 out of TO 
cases, our patrols can fix cars on the spot. 
Otherwise, they'll tow you to a nearby garage, free 
of charge. 


Whatever service you use, callouts and our labour are 
free - you only pay for parts. 


You can also lador your cover la meet your needs, with 
the option to take out Joint and Family Cover or add our 
'A! Home' service. 


■ Accident Service. A replacement car, free legal 
advice, phis we’ll deal with your insurers. 


Don't wail until you break down. Find out how to join the 
RAC today. 





PHONE FREE TODAY ON 

0800 029 029 


OR INTERNET 

http;// www.rac.co.uk / 



YES - 1 want to join the RAC Please tell me how I can join 
from just £367 


Mr/Mre/Miss/Ms 

Address 


fostcode 


'fetophone 


i- - - j 


she said. “When I realised that tors breached the 1976 Euro- havejto amend legislation. birth CgfotlcatfiS'^UJ 


¥ 


Send hr. RAC Rescue, FREEPOST- Bristol BS38 7AU. (No stamp needed! 
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Tories hope 


NICHOUS TIMMINS 

Public Policy Editor 

Bournemouth is a resort of 
JJJKed and powerful emotion for 
me Conservatives. It was the 

tom 2 J9 5 6 ,? their recovery 
™ lt? e doldrums of Mar- 

EL rel ^ atciler ’ s second term 
l2 e J-" Th f Nexl Moves For- 
ward conference provided the 
springboard for her 1987 win. 

It was there in 1990 that she 
dismissed the Liberal Democ- 
rats as a “dead parrot" days be- 
xore they swept Eastbourne in 
a by-election and weeks before 
she fell as leader. And it was in 
May 1991 that the Liberal De- 
mocrats ended a century of 
Conservative control m the 
once true-blue town, talcing 
conyol from the Tories to run 
a minority ad minist ration. 

. .Now. a decade on tom 3 986, 
it is on Bournemouth and neigh- 
bouring Poole that the Tories are 
pinning their hopes of being able 
to claim that they have once 
again turned the comer -wrest- 
ing back control in a contest 
which the Liberal Democrats be- 
lieve wiD finally given them a ma- 
jority on the council. 

It is a difficult contest to call 


Bournemouth council 


No overall control; liberal De- 
mocrat minority administration. 

Liberal Democrats 26, Conser- 
vative 21, Labour 6, Indepen- 
dents 4. All out 

MRs‘~ 1 David Atkinson (C) 
Bournemouth East John But- 
tertifl (CD Bournemouth West 



in once-blue resort 


Bournemouth has begun to re- 
cover from the recession, the 
liberal Democrats pointing to 
£30m of private investment be- 
ing drawn to the town in recent 
years. The centre looks brighter. 
The airport has been sold and 
redeveloped. Cycle ways, rub- 
bish recycling and closed circuit 
television display the liberal De- 
mocrats' green credentials and 
skill at pavement politics while 
this year the town managed a 
small cut in the council tax. 

But along the beach at once 
genteel, now down-at-heel, 
Boscombe, the pier is closed, 
the crazy golf shut and the 
Lavatories boarded up due to 
vandalism. The area displays 
some of the drink, drugs and 
prostitution problems usually 
linked to inner cities. Bourne- 
mouth as a whole is evidently 
less blue-rinsed than once it was. 

The Tories' high hopes are 
pinned on the 'elections being 
all-out for a shadow unitary au- 
thority after last year's all-out 
elections in the town. They are 
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thus defending seats won dur- 
ing the party’s worst local gov- 
ernment performance - not 
those taken on the relative high 
of 1992 which form the core of 
tomorrow’s contest elsewhere. 

Added to that, last year 
Bournemouth bucked the trend 
- the Tories holding what they 
held, dashing Liberal Democ- 
rat hopes of overall conlroL No- 
one is quite sure why. The Tbry 
vote may have reached its 
bedrock bottom. But the Blair 
effect may have played its part. 

Last year, Labour was the 
only party to raise its vole in 
every ward, a performance that 
produced no gains but leaves 
Ben Grower, the firmly left-of- 
centre Labour group leader, 
hoping for additions to the six 
seals Labour holds. “A lot of 
people who voted Liberal just 
to get the Tories out have 
become much more confident 
in the national party and are 
beginning to come back to us. 
We don't get the animosity that 
we saw on the doorsteps in the 
middle Eighties.” he argues. 

But some of last year’s anger 
with the Tories appears to have 
waned as well. David Atkinson, 
the genial Bournemouth East 
MH out canvassing in a ward 
which looks as though it should 
be scdidSy Tory but has three lib- 
eral Democrat councillors, still 
receives the odd earfuL But else- 
where there are smiles and 
pledges to turn out, offset by a 
sense that some of these wiD stay 
at home, reflecting the private 
assessment of Conservative 
agents that the reaction on the 
doorstep is at best “mixed". 

John Millward, the Liberal 
Democrat leader, finds talk of a 
Tbry revival “very hard to be- 
lieve". The only real uncertain- 
ty, be says, is whether the Labour 
vote wiD harden at the Liberal 
Democrats 'expense. “I can’t see 
Labour making- in-roads as 
such,” he says, “but tbe odd hunr 
dred vo tes here and there could 
be suffioect to let thelbriesback 
ra." Brian Mawhinney*s best 
hope. in the once true-bhie town 
it seems, may be Tbny Blair. 
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Major rejects 
‘fantasy’ of 
drawn knives 


□ Local elections ‘no threat’ to leader 

□ Ashdown questions Tory loyalty 


J ohn Major shrugged off as 
“fantasy” yesterday the latest 
bout of speculation that he 
might stand down if the lories 
receive a thrashing in tomor- 
row's local council elections. 

Talk of leadership ambitions 
stirring again in the breast of 
Michael Heseltine provided 
Labour backbenchers and Pad- 
dy Ashdown with useful am- 
munition for the last Question 
Time before polling day. 

Mike O'Brien asked the 
Prime Minister if he had “ever 
discussed an understanding 
whereby if the Conservatives do 
not do well in the local gov- 
ernment elections, he wiD make 
way for the Deputy Prime Min- 
ister?" The Warwickshire North 
MP said Mr Major would have 
the support of every Labour 
member to stay on. 

The reply was standard Ma- 
jor. “1 suspect the honourable 
gentleman is in mischief-mak- 
ing mode," he said Then, as 
lory MPs shook their heads, he 
added: “Dearly he wasn't in 
mischief-making mode. Clear- 
ly he was just being silly." 

Mr Ashdown said it would 
understand that it would be “to- 
tally unacceptable" if, once 
again, Conservative MPs should 
seek to change the Prime Min- 


ister while denying the country 
the chance to change the Gov- 
ernment. “Will Mr Major con- 
firm that if after Thursday they 
seek to get rid of him, he will 
make sure that we have a 
chance to gel rid of them?” the 
Liberal Democrat leader asked 
Of course Mr Major would 
confirm no such thing. “I fear 
Mr Ashdown is dealing in fan- 
tasy again," be replied 
George Fbulkes, Labour MP 
for Carrick. Cumnock and 
Doon Valley, told the Prime 
Minister it was not just Mr 
Heseltine who was after his job. 
“It's the Home Secretary 
[Michael Howard] and the 
Health Secretary [Stephen Dar- 
rell] as well." Mr Faulkes said. 

Tony Blair focused on a 
leaked'Horae Office document 
showing that, contrary to Mr 
Howard's claims, crime has 
been rising - figures Mr Major 
said were not correct. But the 
Labour leader also included 
some election lines. “People are 
less safe in their homes, less se- 
cure in their jobs, less confident 
about the future. It is precise- 
ly because of that weakness and 
failure and incompetence that 
people will be so justified in 
punishing your party this Thurs- 
day." he said Mr Major dis- 
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Stephen 

Goodwin 


missed the remarks as “a tong 
time coming and not worth 
waiting for”. 

T he most naked of Mr Ma- 
jor’s rivals. John Redwood 
had bounced up earlier during 
environment questions to do hh 
bit for the Tory election cause 
“Thursday mutters and peopk 
must vote Conservativc for low- 
er taxes," the former Secretary 
of State for Wales said. 

John Gummer. Secretary oi 
Slate for the Environment, hoc 
the figures. “It costs £225 a yeai 
more to have a Labour counci 
than it does to have u Conser- 
vative council," he said. 

But Labour alleged support 
for councils was “skewed" to 
help Toiy-eon trolled Westmin- 
ster council. Hilary Armstrong 
an Opposition spokeswoman 
said that if the same level or sup 
port was given to Trafford 
council tax payers would get a 
£527 refund, £320 in Rochdale 
or £145 in Oldham. It was a “fid- 
dle" and the voters knew it. 


Late deal saves Housing Bill 


On the rise: Private investment is heftifog Bounemouth’s recovery Photograph: Peter Macdarrnid 


JOHN RENTOUL 

Political Correspondent 

The Government avoided de- 
feat by just two votes on its bat- 
tered Housing Bill in the 
Commons last night, after mak- 
ing a series of frantic behind- 
the-scenes concessions to 
backbench Conservative MPs. 

But it suffered an embar- 
rassing defeat in a Labour am- 
bush on a key Commons 
committee which voted against 
a rise in prescription charges. 
The standing committee on 


Statutory Instruments voted 9- 
S, with two Tbry MPs absent, 
against the rise, in what Don- 
ald Dewar, Labour's Chief 
Whip, hailed as a victory in his 
campaign of “trench warfare" 
to harry the Government. 

On tiie Housing Bill, John 
Gummer, the Secretary of State 
of the Environment, risked the 
fury of the Tory pro-family lob- 
by by conceding the principle of 
equal tenancy rights for homo- 
sexual couples. 

In a last-minute deal with 
Tory gay rights campaigners 


Michael Brown (Brigg anc 
Oeelhorpes) and Edwrna Cur- 
rie (Derbyshire South), minis- 
ters agreed to amend the 
wording of proposed guide- 
lines for local councils. 

The guidelines will recom- 
mend that councils should “nor- 
mally" treat a same-sex 
relationship in the same way as 
a heterosexual one. This con- 
cession was enough to secure 
Mr Brown and Mrs Currie’s 
support to reverse the Gov- 
ernment's defeat at the com- 
mittee stage last month. 


LOW COST CAR INSURANCE 

THERE'S DIRECT AND THERE'S 
PREFERRED DIRECT 


te. -■ 

I 'if 

r pf . . 

tit 


•sS&flStV 7 ' 


y 


v.y-:. i 


cl 


m 


4 « PREFERRED 
» DIRECT MOTOR 
insurance 


<- r 

“It’s our 
unique one 

call 24 hour 


claim service.’ 

With "’Clvarwa vt our unique 24 hour 
one call claim service, we can speed 
everything up and make life easier for 
you — like providing a courtesy ear when 
vours i* off the road being repaired. 





From today 

fry -finding 


t 


to 


read -some 
local news 



l 





jfc- -. 












AU 

international 


THE INDEPENDENT • WEDNESDAY 1 MAY B9& 


Tasmania massacre: As Hobart struggles to deal with its horror, a disturbing portrait of the gunman emerges 

City feels 
killer’s 


legacy of 
bitterness 


ROBERT MILL! KEN 
Hobart 


“An eye for an eye" reads ihe 
chilling, spray-painted slogan 
along the front wall of the Roy- 
al Hobart Hospital. Somebody 
has made a vain attempt to paint 
the slogan out. Meanwhile, 
however, hospital staff have 
received death threats for con- 
tinuing to treat Martin Bryant 
for the bums he suffered when 
the Port Arthur holiday lodge, 
where he took three hostages 
and held police at buy in an 18- 
hour siege, burned down. There 
is enormous bitterness and 
anger in Hobart. 

As Tasmanians try to come to 
grips with the horror of the Port 
Arthur massacre. 2$-year-old 
Bryant, the man accused of 
slaughtering 55 people in a 
Rambo-style shooting spree, 
lies in a Hobart hospital, where 
he was formally charged yes- 
terday in a bizarre bedside 
court'hearing. The charge re- 
lated to the murder of Kate 
Scott, a 21 year-old who was 
among the victims of the mas- 
sacre last Sunday. Further 
charges will follow. 

Helen Gray, of the Tasman- 
ian nurses' association, said her 
colleagues were having a tough 
time reconciling their profes- 
sional duties with their feelings 
of rage. Police stepped up se- 
curity. as thousands of Hobart 
people prepared to stop work 
today to join art ecumenical 
church service attended by John 


Howard, the Prime Minister, 
and other political leaders. 

Bryant lay silently in bed as 
he was charged. He entered no 
plea. Elsewhere in the same hos- 
pital 16 of the 19 people injured 
in the shooting spree were also 
receiving treatment, some in se- 
rious conditions. 

Newspapers around Aus- 
tralia splashed Bryant’s photo- 
graph yesterday, staring 
wistfully horn beneath shoulder- 
length blonde hair. “This is the 
Man", announced the front 
page of the Mercury . of Hobart. 
"He Killed 35”, declared the 
Herald Sun, in Melbourne. 
"Face of a Killer", proclaimed 
the Australian. 

Meanwhile, former friends 
and neighbours in Tasmania 
painted a disturbing portrait of 
Bryant as a complex young 
man. a loner who was alienat- 
ed from his family, who inher- 
ited a fortune from a spinster 
twice his age and who bad late- 
ly developed a morbid fascina- 
tion with guns. 

Bryant was bom in Tasmania 
in May 1967. His father was a 
dock worker. While he was still 
at school he became friendly 
with Helen Harvey, heiress to 
the latlersalls gambling fortune. 
She became his benefactor and 
took him in to her mansion in 
the Hobart suburb of New 
Town, which Bryant later in- 
herited from her, along with a 
farm at Copping, a hamlet near 
Pori Arthur. 

Neighbours remember them 



l { 





as an odd pair. They kept up to 
■U) cats, dogs and birds on their 
farm as well as a pig which, lo- 
cals claim. Bryan! would some- 
times sleep with. They would 
occasionally go for drives in one 
of Miss Harvey’s expensive cars 
with a miniature pony in the 
back seat, which they would 
then take for walks in the coun- 
tryside around Port Arthur. 

When Miss Harvey died in 
a car crash near Copping about 
four years ago. she left Bryant 
property and other assets val- 
ued at about £300.000. His fa- 
ther moved to the farm after her 


death, but their relationship 
was strained. 

About a year after Miss Har- 
vey died, Bryant's father went 
missing. Neighbours alerted 
police who found his body float- 
ing in a farm dam with lead div- 
ing weights around his neck. 
Some people were suspicious 
about both deaths, but no 
charges have ever been laid. 

John and Sue Featherstone, 
fanners who live next door to 
the farm, which Bryant has 
since sold, have unhappy mem- 
ories of their former neigh- 
bour. Mr Featherstone said 


Dunblane ‘copycat’ theory divides experts 


MICHAEL STREETER 


Experts were divided yesterday 
over claims that the Tasmanian 
massacre may have been trig- 
gered by global TV and radio 
coverage of the Dunblane 
shootings in March. 

Dr Guv Cumberbatch, senior 
lecturer in applied psychology 
at Aston University, described 
as “uninformed and disgraceful" 
the suggestion by the FBI’s 
chief psychiatrist. Dr Park 
Deitz. that Martin Bryant's 
murder spree was a copycat 
killing. 

“lb stale that TV coverage of 
Dunblane is behind what hap- 
pened in Tasmania is absolute 
nonsense. This man is simply 


speculating on what was going 
on in the mind of Martin 
Bryant. He doesn't know. 

“There is no place for this 
kind of psychiatry,'’ said Dr 
Cumberbatch. an expert on vi- 
olence and the media. 

However, Dr Deitz’s re- 


marks, were supported by Dr 
Harry Jacobs, executive officer 
for the Society of Clinical Psy- 
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chiatrists. He said: “People are 
very suggestible. This kind of 
TV coverage puts shooting in 
everybody's mind, in your mind, 
in my mind. If one is a bit para- 
noid the idea is implanted." 

He said he would like to see 
less “instant sensationalism" in 
the reporting of such events and 
a more sober approach. 


Dr Deitz pul forward his 
controversial theory in the Unit- 
ed Stales, suggesting that 
Bryant may even have been con- 
sciously trying to beat the num- 
ber of victims killed by Thomas 
Hamilton in Dunblane. 

In a parallel argument, crit- 
ics in the US also claim that the 
cult movie Natural Bom Killers 
has triggered a number of copy- 
cat murders. 

Dr Deitz said: “Presumably 
what happened was this man 
was silting in Australia watch- 
ing the emotional television 
pictures from Dunblane and 
more than the mourning par- 
ents he saw people vowing to 
change policy and ban danger- 
ous weapons." 


“He probably thought to 
himself. T am as powerful as he 
is. The world needs to know my 
suffering and feel my rage’.’’ 
Consultant clinical psychol- 
ogist Susan Hope-Borland said 
she believed there could be a 
link between TV coverage 3nd 
later killings. “If something is 
brought to someone’s attention 
then it becomes more salieat in 
their mind - it increases their 
range of options.” 

However, Dr Cumberbatch 
said that while the link be- 
tween TV coverage and later 
killings was theoretically possi- 
ble, there was simply no evi- 
dence of the "clusters" of 
massacres which such a con- 
nection would cause. 


This week in 


This week and 
every week, 

Section Two has a 
new look, with more 
pages, new features, 
a daily radio column 
and an expanded 
listings section 
providing Britain’s 
most comprehensive 
daily guide to going 


Monday 


A new regular section, Family Life, that deals with ihe 
interests and problems of parents and children. Julie . 
Myerson's column also focuses on home life 
Plus: a new series - Do we need? - which challenges 
the icons of modem Britain 
And, every, Monday unrivalled coverage of the, 
expanding world of information technology in our • 
Network pull-out section. 


Tuesday 


Health: how wearing a virtual reality helmet could help 
cure phobias and other psychological problems. 

Plus: flaty nails are not simply a problem for the vain 


Wednesday 


Bridget Jones's diary continues to chronicle the 
encounters and exquisite embarrassments in the life 
of Britain’s most-read spinster. 

Plus: the midweek travel section, your money, finance 


All our regular features, including Virginia Ironside's 
Dilemmas, John Walsh’s column, plus film, education 


24Seven - a new 20-page pull-out-and-keep 
entertainment and listings section. Including a 
complete day-by-day planner for the week ahead, plus 


yesterday that Bryant once in- 
vited his wife and daughter in 
for tea. 

“Then he herded them out- 
ride and told them not to come 
back ever or he’d shoot them," 
he said. “He would go from be- 
ing a 25-year-old to a 12-year- 
old delinquent kid, just like' thaL 
Miss Harvey once told us that 
he'd threatened to shoot his 
own father." The Featherstones 
reported their encounters and 
fears about Bryant to police, 
but their complaints were not 
followed up. 

On Monday, when police 


raided the deserted mansion in 
New Town where Bryant lives, 
they took away boxes of am- 
munition and a firearm. Phil 
Wilkinson, an inspector with the 
Hobart criminal investigation 
bureau, said yesterday: “He 
had developed a growing in- 
terest in firearms quite recent- 
ly. It's my understanding that 
none of his family knew be bad 
firearms." 

Bryant is believed to have 
purchased his guns, including 
two semi-automatic military- 
style weapons used in the Port 
Arthur shootings, by mail order. 



Shot Briton’s mother 
saw him on television 


rory McCarthy 

Press Association 


of the shootings and should 
have been celebrating his birth- 


Bryant: Did the killings in 
Dunblane influence him? 


A British mother saw on tele- 
vision her injured son being car- 
ried away on a stretcher after 
the shooting in Tasmania. 

Graham Colly er, 33, suffered 
serious facial injuries in the 
shooting and is now being treat- 
ed at the Royal Hobart Hospi- 
tal His girlfriend’s daughter. 
15-year-old Sarah Lough ton, 
was killed. 

Mr Collyer. originally from 
Nottingham, emigrated to Aus- 
tralia six years ago and now lives 
in Melbourne. He was on hol- 
iday in Port Arthur at the time 


day yesterday. 

It is thought he was eating in 
a crowded cafe when the gun- 
man began shooting. 

His mother, Diane CoDyer. of 
Lilleker Rise. Arnold, Not- 
tingham, said: “I saw him being 
carried on a stretcher. We were 
just numb.” She said Mr Col- 
Jyer's aunt and uncle had flown 
out out to see him. 

“They called yesterday and 
said he was making good 
progress. He is conscious and as 
comfortable as can be.” Her son 
is a former signwriler for a Not- 
tingham brewery. 
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South African 
strikers halt traffic 


Light in the darkness: Students light candles in St Mary’s Cathedral, Hobart to commemorate the dead of Port Arthur Photograph: Steve Holland 


He was able to do so because 
Tasmania's gun laws up to this 
week had been the least re- 
strictive in Australia. 

Given the degree of public 
outrage over the killings, the 
Tasmanian state government 
yesterday announced that it 
would impose an immediate ban 
on the future sale of self-load- 
ing military weapons. Mean- 
while, Australia’s federal and 
state governments are to hold 
talks next week in a bid to in- 
troduce tough, uniform gun 
laws. 

Letters, page 16 


Skeleton found 


Dam disruption 

Peking — About 600 schools 
and 200,000 students face re- 
location due to the construc- 
tion in China of the Three 
Gorges dam, the official China 
Dailv said. Reuter 
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Johannesburg — Strikers held 
up traffic and roughed up a po- 
litical leader in a bid to pressure 
last-minute negotiations on a 
new South African constitution. 

But the one-day strike by the 
Congress of South African 
Trade Unions, the country's 
largest union group, failed to 
generate much support na- 
tionwide as shops, banks and 
mines operated as normal. AP 

Fires rage in US 

Los Angeles — Wildfires fuelled 
by searing temperatures and 
gusting winds raged across the 
US. including one blaze threat- 
ening the Los Alamos nuclear 
research plant in New Mexico. 
Nuclear officials said there was 
no public health risk. Reuter 

Journalists resign 

Warsaw — Leading journalists 


at the dry’s daily Zycie Warsza- 
wv announced they would quit. 


wy announced they would quit, 
alleging that the new paper 
planned to curb criticism of the 
government dominated by ex- 
Communists. 

“We have reasons to believe 
that this will not be a newspaper 
that tackles subjects that are un- 
comfortable for those in power." 
said an announcement signed by 
35 departing journalists. Reuter 

Tributes for panda 

Madrid — Schoolchildren left 
flowers at Ihe home of Chu-Lin, 
Madrid zoo's popular giant 
panda, a day after the bear's 
sudden death. Chu-Lin, which 
officials described as the first 
panda born in captivity in Eu- 
rope. will be stuffed and pul on 
display within a month. AP 

Briton held 


Oradea — A British man, 
James Callaghan, has been 
arrested and charged with at- 
tempting to smuggle 15 Kurdish 
and Pakistani illegal immigrants 
across the Romanian border 
into Hungary in his truck, pros- 
ecutors said. Reuter 


Jail for ‘slave’ pair 

Los Angeles — Two brothers 
who helped run a sweatshop 
where 81 Thai nationals were 
held in virtual slavery while 
stitching clothes for depart- 
ment stores were sentenced to 
six years in prison. Wiracbai and 
Phanasak Manasurangkun were 
also ordered to pay 14.5m in 
restitution to the workers, who 
had been held in the small 
apartment complex surrounded 
by a razor-wire fence. AP 


Monza — The body of a woman 
who lay dead in her flat for sev- 
en years has been discovered by 
her ex-husband Graziella Villa's 
skeleton was found on a bed in 
a flat in the centre of this north- 
ern Italian town. Villa was last 
seen alive in 1989 when she was 
47 years old. Reuter 
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Israel’s victims buried to wails of rage 


ROBERT FISK 

Qana 

The coffins floated across the 
uplifted palms of 
ajousaad hands, eddjS from 
to ade towards th?mass 
gave of concrete and sand; and 
«med as they were on ibis 

humannde the lids would sUde 

E?* l . he Lebanese flags 
would drift away onto the 

SSrtSS? 8 2 d mside we would 

see the dead, wrapped in plas- 

H c fl^ ets * sometimes so small 
that they could be taken from 
the coffin with one hand. There 
91 of then, 

hough plastic bags coniained 
Pans of several bodies - and 
they were all laid gently below 
{he wall of the UN battalia 
headquarters in which they 
were siaughtered by Israeli 
shellfire 12 days earlier. 

T " * he Arab world, the dead 
are taken from their coffins and 

u !? ‘J 6 S^ave *n mere 
wirouds. And yesterday, it was 
not the approaching funeral 
cortege that overwhelmed us 
with the sheer scale of the mas- 
sacre but the empty thud of the 
used coffins as they were steadi- 
ly piled to the right of the 
square, a hollow drumbeat that 
echoed dozens of times above 
the chanting of “God is 
Greater” and the angry roar of 
the mourners when a civil de- 
fence worker took a baby in a 
plastic bag out of its coffin. And 
all the while, the Fijian UN sol- 
diers under whose protection 
these refugees died, stood on 
the roof of their wrecked com- 
pound and watched in silence. 

“So many of these people 
were friends of ours,” one of 
them whispered to me. “Do you 
see the girl m black?” He point- 
ed lO a young wo man silting on 
the edge of the grave, her feet 
hanging over the side, weeping 
and bolding two framed pho- 
tographs which she repeatedly 
kissed. “That is Leila Jaber. 
They killed her father and her 
sister." Another, older woman 
screamed in grief and tried to 
climb into the grave. A sea of 
upstretebed bands sought to 
touch each coffin as it rode the 
swell above the crowds and 
when the Lebanese flags, red 
and white with a green cedar 
tree in the centre, fell oft young 
men would bind the flags 
around their waists or wrap 
them round their heads, less in 
patriotism than in the old tra- 
dition of giving life to some 
object associated with the dead. 

Tbe Qana scouts’ band 
squeaked out a version of the 



United in grief: Coffins of some of the 120 Qana camp slaughter victims being carried along to a mass funeral by a sea of mourners 


Lebanese national anthem 
while, at the back of the crowd, 
from a side road, there emerged 
the tieless figure of the Iranian 
ambassador to Lebanon, sur- 
rounded by bearded body- 
guards. He was shown the she &- 
splattered walls of the UN com- 
pound and be watched for sev- 
eral minutes as the coffins 
moved into the square. Then 
he departed. -Only one m an 
tried to bring a Hizbollah flag 
to the funeral but the mourn- 
ers, knowing that three Hizbol- 
lah men fired two Katyusha 
rockets 350 yards from the UN 
base just two minutes before the 
Israeli shells cut the refugees to 
pieces, drove him away. 

Most, tbough not afl, of the 
people of Qana support Amal, 


Hizbollab’s Shia Muslim rival, 
and on the day before the 
funeral both sides had fired 
shots in the air after disputing 
the other’s right to fly their par- 
ty flags. In the event, both the 
black, green and red Amai 
banner and the yellow and 
green flag of Hrzbofiah hung in 
the streets of the village. The 
Lebanese colours an the coffins 
at least preserved the neutral- 
ity of the dead. 

Only one placard was carried 
by a mourner, a hand-written 
slogan which carried the words 

a Star of 

David. For, however- much 
Qana people may show their 
distaste for the Lfiztwliah, it is 
Israel that theyblamefbrtbe 18 


April 18 massacre and at whom 
their finy was directed yester- 
day. Some chanted “Death to 
Israel", although it was Sheikh 
Mehdi Sbamsedin, the leaderof 
the Shia Muslim sect in 
Lebanon who condemned the 
Israelis at the earlier, official 
memorial ceremony in the 
ancient Roman hippodrome at 
lyre. "The Jews have created 
another Holocaust in 
Lebanon.” he said. 

However modi the Israels 
wifi be infuriated by such an 
assertion, and they chose yes- 
terday, of all days, to announce 
that their own enquiry into the 
massacre absolved them of 
blame, it will be many years 
before the people of southern 
Lebanon craput this slaughter 


behind them. Indeed, the dead 
were exalted as symbols of 
national unity at the Tyre cer- 
emony, which was attended by 
Rafiq Hariri, the Lebanese 
Prime Minister. Nabih Beni, the 
speaker of parliament, and 
leading Muslim and Christian 
clergymen. “These martyrs rep- 
resent oiir country,” Mr 
Sbamsedin said. “They as- 
cended to God because of the 
Israeli assault.” And then, pray- 
ing over the coffins lined up 
before the Arch of Hadrian, he 
added: “We are not saying 
good-bye to you, because you 
remain with us and your spirits 
wifi always be a part of our con- 
sciousness.” 

Hizbollah members of the 
Lebanese parliament stood 


dose to Mr Shamsedin. And 
dose to Mr Hariri tears running 
down his face, stood the un- 
mistakable figure of General 
Ghazi Kenaan, the head of 
Syrian army intelligence in 
Lebanon. 

President Hafez al-Assad of 
Syria was represented by Wahib 
al-EadeL, one of his senior min- 
isters, the UN by 12 soldiers 
from each of the international 
contingents in southern 
Lebanon, including troops from 
Norway, Ireland, Ghana, 
France, Fiji and NepaL Thus did 
the armies of three European 
countries, two of them Nato 
members, pay honour to the 
dead of Qana. 

As for the soldiers still living 
in the wreckage of their 


Photograph: Reuter 


smashed headquarters - tall, 
kindly and thoughtful Fijians, 
many of whom have learned 
Arabic during their tours of duty 
in Lebanon - they have been 
opening their base to mourners 
for three days already. 

“They come in here from six 
in the morning to six In the 
evening, thousands of them, 
and we are friendly to them and 
let them walk around to see 
where the refugees died,” one 
Fijian officer said quietly yes- 
terday. “Frankly, I think" well 
just have to move our head- 
quarters from here. With the 
mass grave beside us, this is go- 
ing to be a place of pilgrimage 
and tens of thousands of peo- 
ple are going to come here. It 
is no place for soldiers now.” 


Peres 

signs 

‘terror’ 

accord 


SIEVE HOLLAND 

Reuter 

Washington — President Bill 
Clinton played host to the Is- 
raeli Prime Minister, Shimon 
Peres, yesterday to sign a 
counter-terrorism accord as the 
White House denied Mr Clin- 
ton was openly campaigning for 
Mr Peres’ re -election. 

“It has nothing to do in our 
view with Israeli politics,” While 
House spokesman Mike Me- 
Cuny said of Mr Clinton's sec- 
ond meeting in three days with 
Mr Peres, enmeshed in a re- 
election campaign against Ben- 
jamin Netanyahu, leader of the 
right-wing Likud Party. 

Mr Clinton and Mr Peres, 
who aLso met on Sunday, were 
to sign a counter-terrorism ac- 
cord that formalises US support 
for Israel in combating guerril- 
la attacks such as the suicide 
bombings that killed 59 people 
in nine days in Israel. 

When Mr Clinton visited Is- 
rael in March after attending an 
anti-terrorism summit of world 
leaders at Sharm el-Sheikh in 
Egypt, he pledged SlOOm 
(f 66m) in US assistance. 

Tbe accord arose from talks 
that Secretary of Stale Warren 
Christopher and CIA director 
John Dcutch held with their Is- 
raeli counterparts in Jerusalem. 

“It will pul in place steps that 
we can lake together with the 
government of Israel to combat 
terrorism and enhance the se- 
curity of citizens in Israel but 
also the United States,” Mr Mc- 
Cunysaid. 

The two leaders were also to 
discuss ways to move ahead the 
Middle East peace process in 
the wake of a US-brokered 
ceasefire between Israel and 
Hizbollah in southern Lebanon. 

Mr Clinton's sessions with Mr 
Peres sparked charges in Israel 
that the President was openly 
campaigning for the Israeli 
Prime Minister. 

Israel Channel Two TV 
called Mr Clinton’s actions “an 
unprecedented mobilisation of 
support ... by a US president in 
favour of an electoral candidate 
in a democratic country". 

Not so, said the White House. 
“The President would never at- 
tempt to interfere in tbe domestic 
political environment of anoth- 
er country,” Mr McCuny said. 
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Lesson in peace for boy soldiers Jiniand caiis 


Freetown — Hie physical scars 
which 12-year-old Safia Kum- 
ba carries after his ordeai as a 
child soldier with the Sierra 
Leone army are plain to see: 
multiple marks on his head 
and deep welts on his shoulder 
from machete wounds inflicted 
by the rebels who left him for 
dead in the bush. What mental 
damage he might have incurred 
is harder to detect but psychi- 
atrists at the Benin borne for de- 
mobilised child soldiers in the 
capital, Freetown, are pleased 
with his progress. He still has 
nightmares, but after three 
months at the centre he is mix- 
ing well with the 156 other 
young residents. 

“I'm learning to read and 
write here", said Safia. “Soon HI 
go to live with my relatives. 
When 1 grow up I would like to 
be a tailor. I cannot use my aim 
properly but I think that job 
does not need too much 
strength.*' 

Safia was nine when he 
joined the army. His lather was 
killed when Revolutionary 
United Front (RUF) rebels at- 
tacked and burned his village in 
the interior. Separated from his 
mother, whose whereabouts is 
unknown, Safia attached him- 
self to an army unit which 
trained him to spy on rebel po- 
sitions. He was captured by 
the rebels last year while on a 
mission. 

There are thousands of child 
soldiers like Safia in Sierra 
Leone, which has been riven by 
civil war since 1991. Use RUF 
and the government last month 
agreed to extend a ceasefire first 
signed in March but a peace 
accord has yet to be reached. 

Unicef, the United Nations 
children's fund, estimates there 
are 2^500 child combatants in 
Sierra Leone, whose law pro- 
scribes enlistment of soldiers 
under the age of seventeen-and- 
a-half. Most child fighters are 
on the rebel side; only 370 of 
them have been officially de- 
mobilised by the army, though 
another few hundred left of 
their own accord. No more 
than a handful of children serv- 
ing with the RUF have been 
freed. As many as 1.500 chil- 
dren, abducted by the rebels 
from their villages, are still liv- 
ing in the bush. 

“The kkk we've dealt with are 
all traumatised to various de- 


David Orr sees the effect on children forced to fight in Sierra Leone’s civil jwar 








ADRIAN BRIDGE 


Thousands of thirsty Finns 
packed ferry boats to Estonia 
yesterday to stock up on duty 
free drink ahead of .tough new 
import restrictions due to come 

into force today. . 

Accenting to a repaesentaSw; 
of the Thlhnn Ferry company in 
Helsinki, all four crossings to 
mGnn woe fuDy boobed as cus- 


of the old regulations erne final 
time. “We have been fantasti- 
cally busy in the days leafing up 
to the new rules,” said the rep- 
resentative. “And it is pretty 
dear why people have been go- 
gaaoss.” 

Since regained its in- 

dependence in 1991, it has be- 
come a magnet for heavy 
drinkem-from Finland seeking 
to avoid the country’s 65 per 
cent tax levy. 

Gangs of drunken Finnish 
revellers' have become a regu- 
lar sigh t in the streets ofTMinn 
and journeys home on ferry 
boats and even planes are sel- 


Belarus elampdown 


TONY BARBER 

Europe Editor 


Young warrior: Safia Kumba, now 12, who was nine when he joined the Sierra Leone army after rebels killed his father Photograph: David Orr 


grees", said Fhther Michael 
Hickey, Irish director of Chil- 
dren Associated with the Wir 
(CAW), which runs the Benin 


centre. “They’Ve raped, killed 
and tortured. M 


Most of them 
were given alcohol or drugs, 
mostly marijuana, but some- 
times heroin. Often their food 
had gunpowder put in it to make 
them fearless. You can imagine 
the terrible effect such things 
have on the minds of children, 
some of them as young as eight 
or nine". 

Hie children who are taken 
into care by CAW undergo a six- 
month psycho-social coun- 


selling course before they are re- 
settled with their families. With 
orphans, of which there are 
many, efforts are made to locate 
their nearest relatives. In addi- 
tion to the Benin centre in 
Freetown, CAW runs a project 
in Bo, in the interior. Having re- 
united 100 children with their 
famfli es last week, the Bo cen- 
tre will now take in another 


bring the release of children 


held'by the rebels. 
“Whe 


group. 

In most cases, the children re- 
uire little pejsuasion to leave 
le army. So fear, .CAW has only 
rehabilitated children from the 
government forces, some 500 to 
date. It hopes the ceasefire will 


l 


len we first see them 
they're hyperactive and have a 
very short attention span,” said 
Thmba Matturi, a consultant 
psychiatrist with CAW. ‘They're 
unruly, they often wet their 
beds at night and they have 
nightmares. A lot of them have 
flashbacks to the time they 
were at the front and they diow 
signs of extreme anxiety. These 
kids were forced to commit 
terrible atrocities, like behead- 
ing people and cutting off limbs, 
and suffer from guilt feelings. 
A few are severely depressed, 


though most h>p. tailring about 
what they have been through.” 

The RUF, launched with the 
backing of the National Patri- 
otic mint of Liberia, has relied 
heavily on child fighters in its 
campaign to destabilise the 
country and overthrow the gov- 
ernment The unformed minds 
of young conscripts prove re- 
ceptive to indoctnnanon in the 
most barbarous of guerrilla 
method^ particularty when for- 
tified with drink and drugs. 

“A lot of children have con- 
fessed to atrocities”, said Cor- 
nelius W illiams., of Unicef. 
“They have participated in at- 


tacks on villages, where the in- 
habitants were butchered. We 
have also had reports of canni- 
balism and of children being 

forced to drink! the blood of 
their victims.” 

The government is planning 
reception centres for child sol- 
diers but the success of secur- 
ing the release of those held by 
the RUF depends on the 
progress of thepeace process. 
Crucially, the populace has to 
be persuaded to accept them 
back into the 1 community: a 
number of child soldiers com- 
ing out of the trash have been 
victims of revenge attacks. 


Belarus yesterday imposed 
short jail sentences and fines on 
dozens of opposition activists 
arrested last rack after demon- 
strating against their country’s 
drift towards unkm with Russia. 
The crackdown had the dear 
jproval of President Alexan- 
:r Lukashenko, who advo- 
cates rapid integration with 
Russia, and who said after last 
Friday’s protest that be intends 
to ban all demonstrations. 

The protest was timed to 
coincide with the 10th anniver- 
sary of the Chernobyl nuclear 
accident, which inflicted huge 
economic damage on Belarus 
and left it ill-prepared for in- 
dependence when the Soviet 
Union collapsed in 1991. How- 
ever, the rally quickly turned 
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^“ach day this week The Independent is giving 
away a fabulous holiday for two. We have 

"■teamed up with KLM Royal Dutch Airlines, 
Trailfinders and Four Seasons ♦ Regent Hotels 
and Resorts, the world's leading luxury hotel 
group, to offer you the chance to win one of sev- 
en superb prizes to a variety of worldwide desti- 
nations. 

So far we have given away holidays to Toronto, 
Bangkok and Bah. Today you could win a holiday 
for two to Mexico City. 

The prize is for two KLM return World Business 
Class tickets via Amsterdam, and seven nights ac- 
commodation including breakfast at the Four 
Seasons Hotel. 

Prominently placed on the city's foremost boule- 
vard, the Four Seasons is nestled between the Zona 
Rosa, Mexico City’s exclusive shopping and en- 
tertainment district, muse ums and Chapultepec 
Pbrk. In traditional Spanish Colonial style, colon- 
nades surround the Hotel's internal courtyard, which 
showcases a decorative fountain and l ush gan-kmc 
which over 200 of the 240 guest rooms face. The 
Hotel blends Mexican and European heritage to 
echo Reforma's stately charm and grace, featur- 
ing French salon-style interiors complete with Mex- 
ican objets d'art. 

It offers guests an ideal location to take advan- 
tage of the city's main attractions, such as its 
Colonial treasures, and the historic district featuring 
the world’s largest city square, the Plaza de la 
Constitution. 

_ After a hard day of sightseeing, guests may en- 
joy a refreshing rooftop swim, relaxing sanna or in- 
vigorating workout in the fully staffed health dub. 


Howto Enter 

For a chance to win our holiday for two to 
Mexico, simply answer the following question: 

Is Mexico City the highest capital city in the world? 
Call our competition line and leave your answer, 
name, address and daytime telephone number: 
0891 161 638 

Lines close at midnight tonight Calls cost 39p per 
minute cheap rate, 49p per minute at all other times 
and last less than two minutes. The winner will be 
selected at random from all correct entries. 
Normal Newspaper Publishing pic rules apply. The 
Editor’s decision is final . 



November 1996. 

lb obtain an infonnation pack with details of these 
special offers simply complete the coupon below 
and send to: Independent Promotion, KLM Fly- 
ing Dutchman, 4th Floor, Belgrave House, 1 
Greyfiriars, Northampton NN1 2LQ by 24 May 1996. 
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1. All flights and accommodation are subject to avail- 
ability. 

Z UK departure points indude London Heathrow, 
Birmingham, Cardiff, Southampton and Bristol. 

3. All flights are via Amsterdam, where a change 
of aircraft takes place. 

4. Travel must be complete by 30 April 1997. Win- 
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15 January 1997, at Easter or on holiday weekends. 
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KLM Royal Dutch Airlines has one of the most 
extensive worldwide route networks of any carri- 
er, stretching to 153 cities in S3 countries. It op- 
erates regular services to Amster dam from 
Heathrow, while its regional subsidiary KLM City- 
hopper flies there from Southampton, Bristol, 
Cardiff, Birmingham and Belfast 
Changing aircraft at Amsterdam's Schiphol Air- 
port is easy thanks to its one terminal design. Pas- 
sengers check-in once for their entire journey from 
the UK and luggage is automatically transferred. 

Renowned as a quality airline, KLM offers ded- 
icated Tourist and Business Class cabins. Trmg-hanT 
passengers can experience its superior World 


Business Class service, offering a choice of meals, 
complimentary wines and champagnes, spacious 
seating and seven nharmels of in-flight entertain- 
ment. For KLM reservations call, 0181 750 9000. 

Four Seasons ♦ Regent Hotels and Resorts is the 
world's largest luxury hotel group. For further in- 
formation on any Four Seasons Hotel or Resort 
worldwide, please call 0800 526 648 in the UK & 
Northern Ireland. Regent International Hotels can 
be contacted on 0800 282 245 in the UK &. North- 
ern Ireland. 

Trailfinders is one of the UK's foremost travel 


hotels, tours, car hire and insurance. Trailfinders' 
fully trained [consultants, with first hand knowledge 


itinerary to suit your needs. 


agents, reputed for friendly and efficient service. 
Their offices in LnnAw, Bi rmmghflTn, Bri s tol , CrlftS- 


< Special Offer 
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of exclusive offers for our readers. The offers in- 
dude savings on KLM flights to Cape Tbwn, 
Johannesburg, Chicago, San Francisco and Aus- 
tralia, plus a 10% discount on Thulfinders’ insur- 
ance and immunisations. Special fares are subject 
to availability and are for travel {faring October and 
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dom made without the maxi- 
mam allowances of spirits, 
wines and beers. 

Under the new regulations, 
the import of duty free alcohol 
into Finland will now be possi- 
ble only if at least 20 hours has 
been spent out of the country. 
The immediate targets will be 
.the day-trippers to Ihllinn and 
nearby Russia, where even 
greater bargains cm alcohol are 
to be found. 

The law will also restrict 
sales of duty free alcohol with- 
in Finland itself. This will be 
aimed primarily at Russians 
who have been entering tb e 
country with truck loads of 
elicit liquor to sell off to eager 
takers at impromptu market 
places which have been dubbed 
“Red Squares”. 

The combined effect of “al- 
cohol tourism” and the “Red 
Squares” has been to slice lbn 
markka (£140m) from annual 
tax revenues channelled 
through AEfco, the State com- 
pany which has a monopoly on 
alcohol sales in Finland. 


into one of the largest anti-gov- 
ernment demonstrations of Mr 
Lukashenko’s two-year-old 
presidency, with up to 50,000 
people on the streets of the cap- 
ital, Minsk. 

Police dispersed the crowd 
with batons and several dozen 
people were reported injured. 
About 200 demonstrators were 
arrested, of whom roughly half 
were quickly released. 

The main force behind the 
demonstrations was the Be- 
lts leader /Z^on Poznyak, told 
the crowd Mr Lukashenko's 
drive to unite Belarus with Rus- 
sia represented “a quiet occu- 
pation of Belarus by Russia”. 
Mr Boznyak went into hiding 
fter the protests and police lat- 
er raided the BPF1 

A party spokesman said the tac- 
tics indicated Mr Lukashenko 
could be about to ban the BPF. 
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Arithmetic of death that does not add up 


Missing in Bosnia: Casualty 
figures vary, but blame has to 
be allotted, writes Emma Daiy 


Sarajevo — “History starts 
now," said Admiral Leighton 
Smith, the Nato commander, 
shortly after the Daytoa peace 
deal was signed in December. 
“We don’t want to go back in 
time or dig up old wounds." In 
the months that followed, that 
reluctance to address the past 
has become a standard Western 
line. There is a sort of peace in 
Bosnia today, but those charged 
with implementing the peace 
frequently seem eager to draw 
a line under what came before. 

In some respects, the news 
and images that have emerged 
from Bosnia have echoed Nazi 
Germany: the emaciated pris- 
oners gazing through wire 
fences, the organised busing of 
Muslim prisoners to killing 
sites, the charges of genocide 
against members of the Bosn- 
ian Serb leadership. 

But there is one big difference 
in the conflict that has produced 
the first war-crimes trials since 
Nuremberg. On this occasion, 
unlike in 1945, the winners are 
not trying the losers. This was 
a draw, imposed by interna- 
tional referees. 

But, as Dayton can be read 
as the foundation of a united, 
multi-national Bosnia or as the 
acceptance of ethnic partition, 
the agreement has not an- 
swered the question that 
sparked the wan one country or 
two? (Or even three, if one fac- 
tors in the Bosnian Croats). 

The attitudes and policies 
that fuelled the conflict con- 


tinue; an assessment, there- 
fore, of the rights and wron gs 

of the war is necessary to aid the 
implementation of the peace. 
British officials, in particular, 
have long been keen to fridge 
the issue: to present the Bosn- 
ian war as an internal conflict 
in which good and bad, right and 
wrong, have played no part 
“They’re all bastards," said one 
officer, reflecting the implied of- 
ficial sub-text. 

It is notable, however, that 
most Western civilians working 
in Bosnia throughout the war, 
on both sides of the line, have 
concluded there is a significant 
difference between the gov- 
ernment side and the sepa- 
ratist Serb leadership in Pale. 
(The Bosnian Croat leader- 
ship, sharing Pale’s desire for 
union with a neighbour, shared 
many of its sins.) 

“It's not black and white,” 
said a diplomat involved in the 
negotiations. “They [the British] 
tried to make it all grey and it 
isn't - there are significant 
shades involved.” The fact that 
the indictments issued by the 
war-crimes tribunal are dis- 
proportionately addressed to 
Serbs is testimony to the facts 
on the ground and the bodies 
below ground. 

The Bosnian government 
cl aims 156,827 dead and miss- 
ing in the war for their side and 
175,286 wounded on its terri- 
tory. It estimates 70,000 to 
80,000 Serb dead. Pale does not 
release its figures. These totals 



the figures for opportunity, for 


The body of a Muslim, killed trying to approach his former house, is carried away yesterday near Sjenlna village, In a Serb-controlled area 


are probably high; the foreign 
official estimated the figures to 
be around 60,000 government 
dead and perhaps 15,000 to 
20,000 Serb dead. 

When It comes to imple- 
menting the peace, the gov- 
ernment side is undoubtedly 
guilty of many violations, of du- 


t 


jlkdtous tactics. “They're all 
iars,” said another British of- 
ficer. This may be true. But not 
all have practised genocide. 

This is not to say either that 
Muslim soldiers diet not kill civil- 
ians or harass minorities, nor to 
say that the Serb people are evfl. 
But it is indisputable that the 


Pale leadership openly sought 
to expel or exterminate all non- 
Serbs on its territoxy, and the 
Bosnian government, by con- 
trast, sought to hold the coun- 
try, and its people, together. 

As one Serb, a former uni- 
versity lecturer (and no lover of 
the Bosnian government), not- 


ed: "It’s not the same. Really, 
that’s a joke. It’s not die same. 
The comparison between a 
- fasdstic regime and one that 
wanted to be declared democ- 
ratic is not a good one.” 

There are two primipal views 
espoused by those who say 
“they’re all the same”. The first 


is that the Bosnian government 
was restrained by opportunity, 
not by policy. But this does not 
appear to hbld true. “If you take 
actual numbers of war crimes 
committed, the Serbs are the 
worst by a long way,” said a for- 
eign official with long experi- 
ence in Bosnia. “If you adjust 


enbytheSerbswithvillapstak- 
eobythe Muslims ...you get a 
picture where the Serbs are still 
worse.” 

The second view is that the . 
Bosnian government fooled us 
all by telling us what we want- 
ed to hear - that all Bosnians, 
should be able to live' in one 
state, regardless of nationality. 
As it happens, that sentiment is 
more or less upheld by policy. 

But even if Sarajevo is mere- 

py^one should jrerhaps^e 
grateful that at least one side 
knows what the civilised, liber- 
al view is. The Bosnian Serbs 
and many Croats' arc openly 
racist in their contempt and dis- 
gust for the Muslims, or 
“Thrks”, as they are known. 

Unfortunately for those try- 
ing to implement the Dayton ac- 
cord, the Pale leadership (which 
did not sign the^pfanbut was 
forced into submission by Pres- 
ident Slobodan Milosevic of 
Serbia) is dearly clinging to the 
old philosophy. .. 

There are officials in the 
Serb entity who arc working for 
a resolution, who see a future 
in a post-war Bosnia -but they 
are not in charge. 

Dayton wfll only succeed in 
an atmosphere as free as pos- 
sible of mutual recrimination, 
but drawing a diplomatic veil 
over the recent past wfll not 
change it “Blame is for God 
and children,” said one Nato 
spokesman. None the less, with- 
out any attempt to apportion 
blame, it may prove impossible 
to move towards a juster future. 
Only if we remember the way 
thing s were, can we help to 
shape the way things should be. 
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Interest rates effective from 1st May 1996 
FIXED RATE OPTION - Issue F 


INVESTMENT 


GROSS PA** (Fixed) 



NET PA* 


£100,000+ 

£50,000+ 

£25,000+ 

£5,000 (min»mum)+ 

£ 100 , 000 + 

£50,000+ 

£25,000+ 

£5,000 (minimum)+ 


INTEREST PAID SIX MONTHLY 

5.90% 4.72% 

5.85% 4.68% 

5.75% 4.60% 

5.75% 4.60% 

INTEREST PAID MONTHLY 

5.75% 4.60% 

5.70% 4.56% 

5.60% 4.48% 

5.60% 4.48% 


RATE GUARANTEE: Bristol & West guarantees that these rates are fixed until 31st October 1996. 
NOTICE FOR PREMIER OPTION BOND (ISSUE A) HOLDERS 

> C ° n f ttaW “ <»f a* l» » mala the Terms & Commons «*r to mkntud. 

aad to clarify the cbnmttanccs Id which future efunges to Tons a CdndHora nay be ituda and when Interest rates may be varied. A copy of the revised Term* a CoinMms 

ts available from any of the Society^ branches or from Head Office. 

_ PLEASE CONTACT YOUR NEAREST BRANCH FOR FURTHER INFORMATION. 

tT ^"^to***™**™* T*™* «« »*•» « ■« a* pure* Hlutro*' art *, O 20*. The act™. 

Wandfeww* far npaymen! sf tax. For ImlhUiids whose loom falls wMrin the lower or bask rote hands, the taxfefecnd wfl natch their DnfalUly ntsa no the Merest aAd 

W *”*" *• * «" h * Intoresc without defection of t» yoo should rogtoron Inland form R8S which 

LOWER MORTGAGE RATE 

With effect from 1st May 1996 the Standard Variable Rate for existing 
borrowers will be reduced to 7.25% typical APR 7.6% (variable). Borrowers will be 
individually notified of the change in their monthly payments. 


BRISTOL 
Ej west 


BRISTOL Sr WEST BUILDING SOCIETY 

| YOUR HOME IS AT RISK IF YOU PO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON A MORTGAGE OR OTHER LOAN SE CURED ON IT I 



Abbe apologises in row over the Holocaust 


MARY DEJEVSKY 

Paris 

Abbd Pierce, the French cam- 
paigner for the poor and the 
homeless, yesterday retracted 
statements supporting the re- 
v&onnMtistonan Roger Ga- 
raudy, after an outcry from 
Jewish leaders, politicians and 
intellectuals. 


Abb6 Pierre, 83, said he 
“forcefully” condemned anyone 
who tried to “deny, falsify or 
play down the Holocaust”. 

The priest, better known for 
his extreme left-wing views, is- 
sued his statement after meet- 
ing the Chief Rabbi of France 
and the President of the Board 
of Deputies of French Jews. 

The controversy erupted 


when Abb6 Pierre, who fought 
in the Resistance and helped 
Jews escape abroad, went into 
print in support of Garaudy’s 
latest book, The founding rn^hs 
of Israeli politics , which argues 
that the six mfllion Jewish 
deaths in concentration camps 
is an exaggeration, used by Is- 
rael to foster a sense of na- 
tionhood. He claims many Jews 


died in epidemics and bombings 
rather than in death-camps. 

The abbd, a friend of Ga- 
raudy, told Liberation there 
should be a Holocaust debate, 
so that Jewish deaths could be 
placed in the context of the “20 
or 30 million people” the Nazis 
killed. He admitted, however, 
that he had only read a sum- 
mary of the book. 


Divers step up 
the search for 
ex-CIA chief 


RUPERT CORNWELL 

Washington 

Search teams, divers and spe- 
cially trained dogs scoured 
the Wicomico river in southern 
Maryland yesterday in a 
renewed attempt to find 
William Colby, the former CIA 
director who is believed to have 
(tied in a boating accident at the 
weekend. 

Mr Colby, 76, who led the 
agency through some of its 
darkest hours under the White 
House reigns of Richard Nixon 
and Gerald Ford, went missing 
on Saturday evening. 

He had taken to the waters 
in a canoe at his weekend home 
in the tiny community of Rock 
Point, where the Wicomico 
joins the Potomac river some 40 
miles south of here. 

All the signs point to him 
drowning, probably when his 
boat capsized in rough waters 


were gusting at the time. 
The canoe has been recovered 
and searchers are now concen- 
trating their efforts on Mr Col- 
's favourite routes, shown to 
an by his wife, Sally Shelton 
Colby, who was in Texas when 
the hunt for her husband began. 

Alerted to his disappearance, 
neighbours found an unfin- 
ished meal and a glass of wine 
on the kitchen table of the 
yellow-painted home. A com- 
puter and other appliances 
were left on, suggesting that Mr 
Colby planned to return soon. 

In a last pheme call to his wife, 
on Saturday afternoon, he com- 
plained of feeling slightly un- 
welL but even so, enough 
peculiarities persist for police 


not to exclude foul play. 

As the agency’s director 
between 1973 and 1976, Mr Col- 
by made more than his share of 
enemies both outside and with- 
in its ranks. He laid bare agency 
secrets to congressional inves- 
tigators probing alleged CIA 
wrongdoing - involving secret 
assassination plots abroad and 
illegal wire-tapping of journal- 
ists and others within the US- 
all in the impassioned atmos- 
phere of the unfolding Water- 
gate scandaL 

With his insistence that a 
clean-up was the way forward, 
Mr Colby earned widespread 
dislik e in the CIAs upper ech- 
elons as he violated the agency’s 
unwritten code of silence and 
forced out several barons of its 
bureaucracy who operated then- 
own . entrenched Jfiefdoms, 
beyond the director’s control 

For all the cootroversy which 
surrounded him, the former 
wartime agent never doubted he 
was doing the right thing. “He 
had the most difficult job of any 
CIA chief in history, and did it 


earlier this week. 

At Rock Point, Mr Colby 
lived a private, almost redusive 
existence. The few residents 
who knew him said he was an 
excellent boatsman who would, 
not take unwarranted risks with 
the weather. He invariably had 
a lifejacket with him. 

Drowning was thenresumed 
cause of death, said Fred Davis, 
the local county sheriff, "but 
we’re not ruling out foul play - 
we never role out fool play 
until we’ve found the body and 
perform an autopsy”. 


Renewing your home insurance 
in Ma\ or June ? 


If you’re 50 or 
over, just see 
how much you 
can save with 
Saga - call us 
NOW! 

You will know how 
expensive home insurance 
can be - thankfully, if 
you're aged 50 or over 
you can benefit from Saga 
Home Insurance - a superior 
household insurance that’s 
only available to mature, 
responsible people like 
you. 

Saga Home Insurance can 
offer yon genuine savings over 
other policies, while giving 
you cover that fully protects 
your home and possessions. 

The Saga Price Promise 

If yon find another 
comparable policy at a 
lower price within 2 
months of taking out Saga 
Home Insurance, we’ll 
refund you the difference. 

SAGA 

Services Ltd 

Sipi Srorfces Ltd. FREEPOST 731 
Mbiddbnrg Square, FoUcatane CT20 1AZ 



• Exclusively for 
people aged 50 or 
over. 

• Cover is 
comprehensive and 
low cost 

• Save 30% off 
Worldwide flights. 

• Free pen with your 
quotation. 



Call as today! 

For your free no obligation 
quote 
simply call 
ns on the 
number 
below. We 
will be 
pleased to 

answer any questions 
you have on Saga Home 
Insurance. 

0800 
414 525 

ext.2934 

op*n Monday to Friday 
9«n> - tpm. Saturday 9aw> - lpoi 


Safltt Se/vfcos Ltd would Ita to send you information ffiiout 
aorvlM* provided by other Saga companies and may pass detale 
Jothesa companies to enable them to do bo. 


And wily not ;tsk u-. ;ihnm our competitive 
MOTOR l\Sl RAXCK 



Oifer cods 31.12-96. See xperfql pries fat 
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news analysis 



^ induce a 

mature sow to 
produce many eggs 
b y fertility treatment, and 
*T. then mate her with the boar. 

Gently wash out the fertilised eggs, 
into which many copies of the human gene 
are injected using a very fine glass needle. 
This process is called transgenesis. The aim 
is to give the pig genes that mean it will 
grow a heart that would be accepted by the 
human body. 





GRAPHIC: KRJSHWfERfflS 
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The human gene is 
incorporated into the DNA of 
only a few eggs, but if these 
animals are subsequently 
bred their offspring will also 
have the “transgene". No 
more genetic engineering 
need be done; a pure line 
can be established by 
selective breeding. 


VI 




MPfJf The heart of a 
r|l§S5 transgenic pig contains 
gj?’" !: signalling molecules 
|3£;:-/ that identify it as 
raEv J human. Jf transplanted 
p r (xenografted) into a 
human patient, it will 
ytipr?*' not suffer hyperacute 
rejection, even though 
it is a pig's heart and 
not human. 


Could a pig save your life? 

A doctorc’ group opposed to animal-human organ transplants was launched yesterday. Tom Wilkie examines a medical and moral controversy 


W hat is ^xenotransplantation'*? 

Your Idiieys are failing, if you are 
lucky and you k you may have the option 
of tfialysis. Aifltaer possibility might be to 
have the kidip's of a specially reared pig 
iransplantedAto your body. Which would 
you go for? Trs is .rerwtransplantation: the 
use of organ/aken from an animal to treat 
a human tx/ig with terminal disease. No 
one in Brittfi has been treated in this way, 
although it| as been tried in the US. 

Is human rgan transplantation worth it? 
Transplant organs from human to human 
saves tho&nds of lives in Britain each year. 
The nunt of operations has risen and the 
outlook Jr the recipients has been getting 
belter, lis is not because surgeons have 
becomjetier at stitching new organs into 
the bodbut because better drugs are avail- 
able {/suppress the immune system’s 
atiemn to reject the organ as “foreign’'. 
The rist notable advance was the drug 
cyclosprin which became available at the 
start 1 the 19S0&. But as the success rate 
impnfri it opened the way far new demand 
for uf operation and that in turn created a 
chroJc shortage of organs to transplant 
hf97S. 765 kidney transplants were per- 
fonid in the UK and Ireland, but L274 
peob remained on the waiting lists. In 1994. 
iheiunber of transplants had increased to 



do better than supplement rather than 
replace the real thing. 

Are transplants cost-effective? 
Transplants are cheap, compared to the 
alternatives. A kidney transplant costs about 
£10,000. The recipient has to take drugs 
thereafter to stop the immune system from 
rejecting the (human) transplant. This costs 
about £3,000 a year. Dialysis costs £18,000 
ayear in hospital and £1 L000 a year at home. 

Why is there a shortage of human organs? 
frankly, because not enough young peo- 
ple are dying in road traffic accidents any- 
more. Improved road safety has reduced 
the number of sudden deaths and thus of 
organs suitable for transplant- When we die 
of old age or disease, our organs are 
unlikely to be fit for transplantation. 

So is there no way of increasing supply? 
Opinion polls show that 70 per cent of the 


adult population are in favour of donating 
their organs but only 25 per cent cany a 
donor card. Close relatives turn down one 
out of every three requests by a doctor to 
remove organs for transplantation from 
someone who has just died In Belgium and 
Singapore the law presumes that everyone 
is a donor unless they have registered their 
refusal to donate. But the Department of 
Health believes that such a law would be 
too intrusive in the UK. 

Surely animal organs would not work? 
The human immune system rejects “for- 
eign” tissues. If the transplant comes from 
a different species the reaction will be hyper- 
acute and can destroy the organ in minutes. 
But the closer an animal is to humans on 
the evolutionaiy scale, then the less likely 
the human immune system is to have a 
hyperacute reaction to the grafted organ. So 
the ideal animal to supply organs to humans 
would be the chimpanzee, from which 


humans differ by less than 2 per cent of our 
DNA. One American m 1964 survived for 
nine months with a chimpanzee's kidney, 
taking the iuzmuno suppressive- drugs nec- 
essary for human-to-human transplants. 

Aren't chimpanzees an endangered species? 
Yes, so attention is switching to other ani- 
mals. In the US, researchers are investigat- 
ing baboons. In Britain, a company called 
Imutran is working with pigs. Imutran is 
genetically engineering the pigs so that the 
human immune system will be fooled into 
thinking that the pig’s organ is human. 

Is rejection the only risk? 

No. Animals may harbour viruses or bac- 
teria which are harmless to the animal but 
which, transplanted into a h uman who is 
receiving drugs to suppress their immune 
system, might cause disease. The patient 
may then unwittingly infect other people - 
at file extreme, there is the risk of creating 


a global pandemic. The riskof vinises jump- 
ing speaes is particularly high with animals 
which are close together on the evolution- 
ary scale. Disease cross-over from one 
species to another is well known. The Aids 
epidemic is believed to result from the 
transmission of a monkey virus into 
humans. Malaria, one of the most devas- 
tating diseases to affli ct humanity, appear* 
to have originated thousands of years ago 
as a cross-over from an infection in birds. 

Can this risk be eliminated? 

Perhaps by ensuring that organs are taken 
foam animals that have been raised under 
conditions that are so for as is practicable 
disease free. But baboons, like us, are social 
animals - if they had to be raised in isola- 
tion for quarantine purposes, it might be psy- 
chologically cruel Unlike chimpanzees, 
baboons are not endangered in the wild 
although their habitat is under threat. They 
breed very slowly, with a female producing 


AU operations took place in the US 



lnepmoer or uanspuuus uau muci&eu uu 

ljjTbut the waiting 1st had risen to 
new 5.000. One estimate for the USisthat 
ttihJnroei demand foporgans for transplant 
is /uning at about 100,000 ayear. 

I 5 

Dfransplants work? 

\t More than 70 per cent of recipients of 
hinun kidneys arestiH alive five years after 
transplant. WorjO-wide there are patients 
«ose lives have be£n considerably extended 
Htransplanu by years after a liver trans- 
afler a heart transplant. 


1964 Sfx patients received chimpanzee I 1964 The first UK pig heart valve transplant 

Wdr^siMosttfled wtthlndays. One •. took place. Now a routine operation 

suiyived nine months . : !. 

4 lfl^64 ^^er^i^cei^ baboon kidneys. 1968 Patient received sheep heart and 

died instantly 


Number of trnraptantsAtae of watting fist 
5000 

4600 

Transplants MM 

'1000 

Waiting lists—— 
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natives to transplants? 
Requires lengthy sessions 
Jch week and restrictions 
Vl, yet it cannot prevent a 
ase in health. Various 
der development to help 
but these are unlikely to 


1984 Baby Fee reoefwd a baboon heart. . 
She survlvedSo days 

1992 Patient received a baboon Hver 
and sunwedTO days 

1992 pstierrt received a baboon liver 
and survived 26 days 

1995 Aids patient received a baboon bone 
marrow transplant in December. He left hospital 
In January 1996, atwhlch point It was not known 
whether the transplant had been successful 


1992 Patient received pig heart and survived 
less than 24 hours 

1994 Ten Swedish diabetic patterns received 
pig foetal' isiet ceils. In four patients, 
the pig cells survived lor up to 14 months. 
Insulin produced at extremely low levels 

1995 Four Parkinson’s patients received 
pig foetal neural tissue In the US 
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one offspring every 15 months. Yet with a 
demand for UXUXK) organ transplants ayear 
in the US. the need tocapiure wild baboons 
lo establish breeding colonies for trans- 
plantation could tip them into extinction. 

So it's genetically engineered pigs for us? 
The risk of disease is smaller than with 
baboons. And we are accustomed to farm- 
ing pigs for their meat, so moral objections 
to using them for organs arc less acute. 
They breed foster, so demand for organs 
would be met more quickly. 

Will organs from animals “work" in 

tinmans? 

No one has yet proved that an animal's organ 
will grow and function properly within a 
human. A pig's heart might work -because 
the heart is basically a pump - whereas a liver 
or pancreas might not, because these organs 
cany out complex biochemical functions 
where slight differences may be very impor- 
tant Pigs have another advantage: their 
organs arc about the same size as a human’s. 

Who will decide whether these trans- 
plants should go ahead? 

In March, the authoritative independent 
Nuffield Council on Bioethics published a 
meticulously researched but readable 
report on the ethics of xenotransplantation. 
The council ruled out the use of baboons 
and recommended strict controls, warning 
that for years to come any such transplants 
would be experiments with human beings, 
rather than treatment of proven efficacy. 
The Department of Health has an Advisory- 
Group working on the issue too. Just last 
week, it organised a meeting of many of the 
country’s leading experts to consider the 
risks of infectious diseases from xenograft- 
ing. Its report in June should lay the basis 
for legislation. There is no specific legal pro- 
hibition against transplants but it is incon- 
ceivable that doctors would go ahead with 
such a treatment without legal safeguards. 

'Animal to Human Transplants - the Ethics 
of Xenotransplantation" is available from the 
Nuffield Council on Bioethics. 28 Bedford 
Square, London WC1B 3EG, price £10. 
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New digital Nokia. 
100 hours of power! 
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for spectacles, and 
one’s feathers feel 
tattered. Was it re- 
ally so long ago that 
we frittered away 
our youth drooling over the “New 
Avengers"? Joanna Lumley is 50 today. 
Happy birthday, Purdey. 


Scunthorpe censored 

Residents of Humberside: one of your 
towns has been officially renamed. Rom 
now on. it’s Sconihorpe. According to 
America Online, anyway. The world’s 
largest Internet server has been having 
a little problem with its filth-detecting 
censorship software, with the result that 
anyone attempting to subscribe from an 
addr ess in Scunthorpe has the modem 
damm ed down on them in a fit of prud- 


INIOKIA^ 

NEW GSM MODEL 1610. 

♦ Up to 200 hrs standby-time 

♦ Up to 35 hrs talk-time 

♦ 45 namefaumber memory 
stored on SIM 

♦ Fast recharge- 55 nuts , 

♦ 5 selectable ring tone*-*. M 

♦ Weight 250g / jfl 
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cry when they get halfway through the 
town’s name. Would-be customers have 
been told that subscriptions from Scbn- 
thorpe would present no problem. As 
2 S?w£~ ; Maiy White house bashers have always 
toU'". pointed out, if you're looking hard 
enough for four-letter wrads, you’ll find 
them everywhere. 
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Giving peace one 
last chance 


P eace in Northern Ireland seems to be 
slipping through our fingers. AO-party 
peace talks are due to start on 10 June. 
Yet without Sinn Fein present they will 
lake place beneath a very large question 
mark: what is the point? Even in Dublin, 
apparently the place where enthusiasm 
for the talks is greatest, the private word 
in the foreign ministry is that the talks are 
“not worth a penny candle**. Peace will 
only last in Northern Ireland if it is legit- 
imate and it can only be legitimate if the 
terrorists and their political sympathisers 
can be drawn into mainstream politics. 

But the chances of Sinn Fein sitting at 
the negotiating table on 10 June look 
increasingly slim. The Irish Prime Minis- 
ter, John Bruton, cut a lonely figure this 
week with his expressions of “mild opti- 
mism” about a possible restoration of the 
IRA ceasefire before talks begin. Yet as 
long as the bombers keep bombing, their 
political counterparts must be excluded 
From talks. 

That the peace process should be so 
completely scuppered seems outrageous. 
The population of Northern Ireland are 
enjoying their respite from violence, how- 
ever temporary it mighL turn out to be. 
Most people want peace and know that the 
only way to achieve it is to get everyone 
round a' table large enough to have every 
issue put upon iL So much progress seems 
to have been made over the past 18 months 
and surely there should be something 
more that someone could do to rescue the 
process before it collapses altogether? 

The straightforward answer of course 
is that the IRA should abandon its vio- 
lence again. Mr Bruton bases his optimism 
on “the logic of the situation,*' arguing that 
sooner or later the republican movement 
will realise what an unprecedented oppor- 
tunity awaits them. If we are lucky, be will 
be proved right. Unfortunately it seems 
more likely that Sinn Fein and the IRA do 
not believe this is an opportunity worth 
taking. Could it be that with a little more 
reassurance that the talks are “for real", 
Sinn Fein might persuade the IRA it was 
worth reinstating the ceasefire? 


This is clearly what the Irish govern- 
ment has been trying in the past few 
weeks. On Monday, the Irish Foreign 
Minister, Dick Spring, proposed that the 
decommissioning of weapons should be 
discussed in parallel with other negotia- 
tions - to stop the entire process being 
derailed on the first day. Spring's sug- 
gestions are worth considering, and the 
Ulster Unionists - and many Tory MPs - 
were foolish and irresponsible to 
denounce them so completely yesterday. 
It is naive to think that paramilitaries will 
abandon their weapons before discussing 
the issues that provoked them to arms in 
the first place. To insist that agreement on 
arms is the precursor to further talks is to 
paralyse the talks altogether. 

How should John Major respond to all 
this? So far. the British Prime Minister has 
played an a dmir able role in the peace 
process. However, while his personal 
commitment to the Northern Ireland 
peace process remains unquestioned, his 
government, his party, and his straitened 
political circumstances ore letting him 
down. 

The biggest problem for Mr Mayor now 
is Lhat no matter how fair and balanced 
he tries to be, the nationalists will always 
believe he is in hock to the Unionists at 
Westminster to keep his government 
afioaL The revival of a peace process that 
has run so deeply into the sand requires 
energy, focus and authority; qualities 
that Mr Major's tired and distracted gov- 
ernment lacks. 

But holding out for the election of a 
Labour government or a revival in Mr 
Moor’s fortunes will be little consolation 
to the people of Northern Ireland.’ So in 
the meantime, the two governments, 
politicians and paramilitaries on all sides 
must not give up the pursuit of peace. The 
talks on 10 June may be slow going, 
incomplete and inconclusive -but at least 
they are talks. While there is still a 
chance, however slim. Major should 
attend them. If he derides not to it will 
surely sound the death-knell foe this 
stage in the peace process. 


Rhyme and reason 


Q uod spiro el placeo tuum esl , said 
Horace - “it is because of you I make 
poetry". For poets down the ages “you" 
more often than not was she: Catullus’s 
Lesbia, Burns’s bonnie Lesley, Goethe’s 
Lottie, Betjeman's Joan Hunter Dunn. 
Traditionally, poets have sought inspira- 
tion outside themselves. They bend a fig- 
ure from nature, from a brook, from a 
face. They hear a rhyme in a dock (FOpe) 
or a step (Baudelaire). 

According to Dr Felix Post, writing in 
the British Journal of Psychiatry, this is how 
poets work. They are, it appears, more 
sociable and less self-preoccupied than 
other artists. According to his (not entirely 
rigorous and scientific) study of poets’ 
characters, they are much less “antisocial, 
histrionic and narcissistic" not just than 
writers of prose and plays but even than 
the imputation at large. So perhaps they 
do, like Donne contemplating heaven - 
or his mistress's bum - get their inspira- 
tion from without. 

Yet fhai is not the end of the story. 
Poets. Dr Post opines, exhibit much 
higher levels or severe manic depression 
than other kinds of writer. But they show 
lower levels of mild depression, alco- 
holism, sexual dysfunction and what the 
psychiatrists charmingly call personality 
deviations. Dr Post's consulting couch 
throws up the following explanation. 
Writers of novels or plays - Dr Post’s 
sLudy, it should be said, is of the greats 


rather than authors from the Jflly Cooper 
and Jeffrey Archer school - enter into the 
heads of their characters and this leads to 
greater “inner turmoil”. Poets, by con- 
trast, are connoisseurs of language rather 
than character. If seems the pursuit of a 
metaphor is less stressful than working out 
a plot. 

But this is ah counter-intuitive. Don’t 
poets inhabit garrets along with the cast 
of Bohemian life, or live the romantic life 
ii I’outrance with Cavafy or Rilke? The 
fact is generalisation across the writing 
disciplines is fraught with difficulty. As 
for Dr Post’s suggestion that poets don’t 
drink or screw around: didn't Dylan 
Thomas write that book aided and abet- 
ted by Dryden and Jonson? For every 
Sylvia Plath the world of verse can offer 
upstanding characters like Tennyson; 
for every drug-abusing Coleridge a clean- 
living fellow such as Walt Whitman; for 
every brash young Shelley a wise old 
Homer. 

Dr Prist speculates that creative work 
of the imagination is associated with 
"excessively" high activity in the neural 
networks but is not entirely sure which 
way the causation runs. That sounds sus- 
piciously like a very old observation 
about artists of all lands. They are all 
slightly unhinged, slightly manic. Tbat is 
wbat makes them strive to see tbem- 
selves, us and the world more clearly than 
we do. 



Albert HaU ghost goes into politics 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Save ‘Jerusalem’ from small-minded clerics 


Sir: Drop “Jerusalem” from the 
Church of Scotland’s hymn book, 
or how to make yourself look silly 
in one simple step. And all 
because (“Ancient hymns fails 
the modern test”, 29 April) “no 
one knows what it means". 

No one knows what a consid- 
erable proportion of Scotsmen 
are saying, with their weird 
dialects, but I'm not aware that 
the Government intends to send 
them all back to Scotland. And 
the Rev Charles Robertson wants 
to exclude “God Rest Ye Merry 
Gentlemen” because the word 
“gentlemen” breaches political 
correctness. 

What then of the salutation 
“Ladies and gentlemen"? Would 
tins clergyman have us say “Dearly 
beloved"? Surely the remedy is to 
have a section for “traditional 
melodies” in the Scottish hymnal? 

I do not quite know what it is 


that is so offensive about the Rev 
Robertson's plans. It offends 
against something innate in me - 
a sense of history perhaps. Per- 
haps it is a sense of tradition, of 
continuity. All I can say is that if 
he carries his plans through, he 
is likely to be neither dear nor 
beloved by many of his congre- 
gations and make himself look 
small-minded, not to say idiotic, 
into the bargain. . 

Lord Brqadbridge 
. .*■ . House of Lords 

London SW1 

Sir So most people do not know 
what the words of the hymn 
“Jerusalem" mean. The tradi- 
tion that the young Jesus Christ 
visited these islands with his unde 
Joseph of Arimathaea, to which 
the hymn refers, may or may not 
be true. Credence must be given 
it, however, in view of the fulfilled 


promise to the patriarch Jacob 
that his descendants would 
become “a nation and a company 
of nations" (Genesis 35 x, xi), 
which promise was subsequently 
passed specffically to the descen- 
dants of his son Joseph. 

The existence of the British 
Commonwealth, over which an 
andent throne rules on which the 
monarefas are crowned on “the 
pillar stone of Jacob” or “Stone 
of Scone” -see Genesis 35 again 
- should make people thin k 
about this hymn and its meaning. 

Mrs S Pearson 
B eckenham, Kent 

Sir Perhaps political correctness 
and spoon-feeding haven't quite 
gone fur enough. Surely “hymn” 
“hymnal", “hymnaiy" sound far 
too masculine to be retained? 

Michael T Hyde 
L ondon N5 


Public support for Comic Relief 


Sin Peter Popham (29 April) 
claims that Comic Relief is inef- 
ficient -“Qxfam raises four times 
more per year than Comic 
Reliefs £10m" - and that it “stag- 
gers on”, raising less and less each 
year. The sum raised last year is 
actually £20. Sm, not £10m. This 
represents an increase in income 
of 20 per cent from the previous 
event and both Oxfam and Save 
the Children Fund have, over the 
years, been the principal benefi- 
ciaries of funds raised by Comic 
Relief itself. 

Under the ftjpham treatise, 
British giving remains “a pecu- 
liarly compulsive activity”, under- 
taken in a “completely disinter- 
ested way, to whatever at any 
particular moment wrings our 
heartstrings the hardest". Indeed, 
giving is “one of the last uncon- 
sdous hangovers from the glori- 
ous days of our empire". 

But latest figures detailing 
income to the top 500 charities 
reveal that 33 per ceat of total 
income comes from that most 


compulsive, immediate and dis- 
interested of sources - the char- 
itable bequest or legacy. 

Who, or what, were the great 
fundraisers of the British 
Empire? Not Oxfam. Save the 
Chfldren, nor the vast majority of 
public fundraising charities, a D of 
which are a more modern 
phenomenon. 

It is the advent of modem 
technology, and events like 
Comic Relief which harness tbat 
technology to Lhe fundraising 
process, tbat have allowed a 
braaderpublic the opportunity to 
support the causes they wish to. 

Stephen Lee 
Director 
Institute of Charity 
Fundraising Managers 
London SW8 

Sin Scrooge didn't need Christ- 
mas but tbat didn't dampen the 
Cratchitts’ spirits. Bah, humbug 
to Peter Fopham! 

Julia Lockwood 
London N22 
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Pottering about with ‘Thought far the Day’ 


T he reason why "Thought for the 
Day” on Radio 4's Today pro- 
gramme is going through such tur- 
moil is quite simple. Just before he 
died, Dennis Potter signed up a 
deal with the BBC whereby they 
would agreed to use his posthumous 
scripts for “Thought for the Day". It 
meant firing all the regulars and 
completely clearing the decks, but 
now everything is sorted out and 
ready to roll. 

The first Dennis Potter "Thought 
for the Day" went out this morning. 

In case you missed it, here is the 
whole historic text* 

“Thought for the Day": part oik of a 
new radio play by Dennis Potter. 

The scene is a radio studio. The Bishop 
of Rutland is seated before a micro- 
phone. He has a bottle of w/usfty in 
front of him. He sips from a glass. Wf 
hear Fred Astaire singing "Mgftr and 
Day". It fades away. 

Bishop: Mmm. Scotch. Nice. Warms 
the cockles of your . . . cockles of your 
thingy. Heart. Warms the cockles of 
your heart 

He takes another shop. 

Bishop: Cockles. Funny word, cock- 
les. Cockles and mussels. Strange 
place to find cockles, in your heart. 
Mussels of your heart. Strange ... 



MILES KINGTON 


Voiceover: Going live in 20 seconds, 
bishop. 

Bishop: What do you mean ? I'm live 
now. aren't I? 

Presenter’s voice: And now it’s time 
for “Thought for the Day”, which 
comes today from our Leicester stu- 
dio, where the Bishop of Rutland is 
waiting for us. Bishop ? 

Bishop; Thank you. James, and good 
morning everybody. Today I want to 
say something about heari ng voices. 
You know, we often talk about hear- 
ing voices, but how often do we actu- 
ally hear voices out of the air? I mean 
actually hear disembodied voices out 
of thin air? Like St Joan of Arc did ? 
Well, in my case, quite often. For 
instance, I am sitting in a radio stu- 
dio 3i this very moment and from time 
to time I hear Fred Astaire singing; 
Or voices saying, “Going on airm 10 
minutes” or “Gould you speak a lit- 
tle more dearly. Bishop, without the 


slurring?" and these voices seem to 
have no human source at all. HI give 
you another example. I was at a party 
the other day ... 

We move to a party scene. Lots of chat- 
ter and tinkling and laughter. 

Bishop: 1 was just standing by myself 
when from nowhere a voice spoke. 
Voice: Hi, Bish! What's your poison? 
Bishop: How very true, I thoughL 
Drink IS our poison, isn't it? The 
words “toxic” and “intoxicate" are so 
very closely allied. And I looked 
round to see who had said this, and 
there was a man who introduced 
himself as a doctor. 

Doctor: Hi, Bish. Have you noticed 
that at every party you go to there's 
always one person who confesses to 
being a doctor? And another 10 who 
don't? Because if you admit at a party 
that you're a doctor, then someone is 
bound to start presenting their symp- 
toms to you. So we take it in turns. 
And I’m the doctor on call at this 
party. 

Bishop: Funny you should say that. 
I've been hearing voices recently. I 
have also been slurring my speech a 
lot. And rve been knocking things 
over. I wonder if there is any disease 
which causes all those things, when 
you haven't been drinking at all. 
Doctor: You haven't been drinking at 


Bishop: Oh, no, Fve been drinking a 
lot I just need a disease which pro- 
duces the same symptoms, so I can 
use it as an alibL 

Doctor. Senile dementia would fit the 
bilL 

Bishop: Senile dementia! Excellent! 
Thanks, doc! 

The scene changes to a rainy street. We 
hear the Bishop accosting a pair of 
young girls. 

Bishop: Hello, girls. Like to hear my 
thought for the day ? 

First girl: You're pissedl 
Second girl: You're disgusting! 
Bishop: You may be right. But at least 
I hear voices, which is more than you 
do. And I'm not pissed. I've got an ill- 
ness called ... hold on, Fve got it writ- 
ten down somewhere. 

Sound of a falL 

First girt: Oh my God, he's collapsed. 
Second girt It happened to my Unde 
Jack just like lhaL One minute he was 
shoplifting in Woolworth’s - that was 
his job - the next minute he was down 
with a stroke. They found 40 packets 
of jelly babies on him. The coroner 
said it was a miracle. 

This extremely confusing episode is being 
repeated an commercial radio tomomnv 
That will be another 149 episodes on 
Radio 4, all more or less the same. 


Caxton outlives 
the computer 

Sin Not another obituary for the 
book (“Have we reached the end 
of the book?” 27 April). John 
Walsh’s artide and Sven ffirk- 
erts’s book The Gutenberg Ener- 
gies, to winch he refers, must have 
consumed acres of paper and gal- 
lons of ink. We have been here 
before. The “paperless” office is 
now groaning under a mountain 
of computer print-ouL 

In the late 1980s I studied 
computing- The disks were five 
and a half inches in diameter, and 
1 used them to store my work. 
Lately, I have returned to these 
computer classes, and of course 
technology has moved on, with 
the now standard three-and-a- 
half-inch disk. I have lost access 
to my work in the larger format 
disks. With formats continually 
changing we would need a sci- 
ence museum of computer 
antiques to preserve our 
knowledge. 

A couple of years ago I visited 
the British Library and saw 
William Tyndale’s Bible, which 
changed the direction of Chris- 
tianity and the Eng li s h language. 
As I peered into the glass case, I 
could read those beautiful words 
with little difficulty. There will be 
no end to technological change, 
but when our descendants are sal- 
vaging scrambled disks or what- 
ever has replaced them, the 
works of Gutenberg, Caxton and 
Birkerts will still be available for 
instant consultation. 

Peter Stocjoll 
Middlesbrough 


Ritual slaughter 
by Christians 

Sir: Muslims are not the only 
Europeans who slit the throats of 
lambs for religious festivals 
(“British sheep sent to horrific 
killing ground", 29 April). Many 
more are slaughtered this way for 
Greek Easter. Where are the 
horror stories then? 

For an RSPCA inspector to say 
that “the lard: of bleating is 
indicative of suffering” is ludi- 
crously anthropomorphic. I have 
helped to kill neighbours’ sheep 
in Greece. It is painless and 
humane. The animal does not 
struggle. It drifts off as if under 
an anaesthetic. The rest of the 
flock graze happily a few feet 
away. 

This is not the point. What 
sends shivers down spines is the 
word Muslim. Your article was 
more about racism than animal 
welfare. 

John Mole 
London SE24 


Militant feminists in tb law 


Sir Eileen Pembridge’s tirade 
against me (“My daft learned 
mend: shut up!" 22 April) repre- 
sents a ludicrously inaccurate ver- 
sion of the Speech I delivered at 
the Women Lawyers’ Conference, 

The central theme of the 
speech was that in recent years 
women have made very consid- 
erable progress in the profession 
and that It was strange that this 
progress received so little cele- 
bration from militant feminists of 
Mrs Pembridge’s type. The mili- 
tants feed on grievances, not 
achievements. 

I have never said lhat “sexual 
harassm ent did not occur in the 
legal profession'’, merefy that 
the issue was greatly exaggerated 
by the militants. Mis Fembridge 
is wefi aware that the female head 
of personnel at the Law Society 
has stated, m writing, that she 
does not consider that sexual 
harassment is a problem at the 
Law Society. But that is one of 
those things which is simply not 
allowed to be said. 

I have never said that “women 
should be.at home tending their 
families, not ‘elbowing their way 
to the top* ". I have said that 
some women willingly choose to 
give family priority over career 
and that this is a choice they are 
entitled to make. 


Mrs Pembridge s*s that I “do 
not like women as p» re and col- 
leagues". This is ridhlous. Dur- 
ing the Law Society CiracQ elec- 
tions last year I vied for a 
woman for Lhe offk»f Deputy 
Vice-President and rged my 
supporters to do same. 
Women arc dispropotanately 
represented in my cvwCounciJ 
support group. I was anemher 
of the committee thatecenlly 
(and unanimously) appored the 
Law Society’s first femalSecre- 
laiy-GeneraL 

the statement that have 
described women as “the 
enemy,” is equally preposrous. 

1 was criticising the zeals, an 
entirely different thing. 

Mrs Pembridge and I tight 
an election campaign less tit 1 2 
months ago. We both addrsed 
meetings, published articleand . 
manifestos The profess ionjaG^ 
every chance to make its wn 
assessment. ‘In the event. I /as 
elected with Mis Pembridge rul- 
ing third. Throughout the cn- 
paign she banged the feiuiist 
drum but made no more impts- 
sion on women solicitors than-n 
men. * 

1 Martin Meas 
Preside! 

TheLawSociw 
r London WC 


Lesson of yet another gun massacre 


Sin Will the latest gun atrocity, 
in Tasmania, help to focus the 
Government’s mind on its brave 
words and fine promises to the 
people of Dunblane? 

When the “gun amnesty" starts 
in June, 12 weeks will have 
elapsed since that atrocity. Guns 
handed in under this amnesty are 
weapons held illegally, but both 
Hungerfbrd and Dunblane were 
perpetrated by "licensed" killers, 
so that nothing will have removed 
the possibility of a third massacre. 

Draconian measures are 
called for, so when will this gov- 
ernment, nay, this Parliament 


show they have a tackbone ano 
introduce such meaiures. Outlaw 
handguns! 

FW Sanueks 
L ondon SWb 

Sin Your report (29 Amt!) on the 
histoiy of mass killingtinconectly l 
attributes Lhe Tasmauan mas- 
sacre to the world’s nost lethal 
lone gunman. This menviable 
title is held by life Israrli-Amer- 
ican doctor who machinsgunned 
down 64 Muslins duriig prayer 
at a mosque in Jetusaien. 

AbdulRashtd 
L ondoi SW1S 


Diplomatic silence 
over Chechnya 

Sir: In his moving plea (“Halt the 
fall into barbarity*", 29 April) for 
the international co mmuni ty to 
take action to stem the slide into 
barbarism in Chechnya, Jean- 
Marc Bo met of the International 
Committee of the Red Cross 
asks whether the diplomatic 
silence would have been so deaf- 
ening bad this appalling war bro- 
ken out in the days of the Soviet 
Union. 

The short answer, of course, is 
no. Western politicians would 
have shed crocodile tears at the 
spectacle of the plucky Chechens 
struggling to cast off the yoke of 
the “evil empire”, while the CIA 
would have been equipping them 
with Stinger missiles. 

But now that Russia has 
joined the “Free World", the US 
Secretary of Defense, William 
Perry, categorises Russian policy 
in Chechnya, which has resulted 
in the indiscriminate mass 
slaughter of civilians, as “entirely 
correct”. 

At the recent G7 meeting in 
Moscow, President Clinton, dis- 
playing as great an ignorance of 
his own histoiy as that of Chech- 
nya. likened the conflict to the 
American Civil War. 

If the war in Chechnya resem- 
bles anything in US history, it is 
the genoridal Indian wars of the 
19th century. 

Professor Richard Clogo 
European Studies Centre 
St Antony’s College 
Oxford 


A corpse is^nol 
a person 

Sir: Burying human remaiis in 
several places (“Priests ptzzle 
over double burial", 26 Apri) is 
only a problem if a corps* is 
regarded as a person. After; doth 
what remaink has served ii 
pose, like mil c teeth and ha 
pings. These will not be 
a future life t ut maybe 
mementos o the past. 

If a mourrer finds it hel[ 
have a portion of her loved line’s 
remains nearby, that should be 
respected. \ 

People cone to terms with 
death in different ways. '.For 
myself, the whereabouts of rela- 
tives' material femains fc a mat- 
ter of indiffcrerce. The person's 
future is with G*d. 

Rev Canon JcftN Goodchild 
Liverpool 
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Every Tor: 
for himseti 

Sin Your report (29 kpril) on the 
possibility of IU0 Conservative 
MPs defying the inters hip on 
Europe quotes DavicEvans MP 
as saying: “We’re heding for a 
situation where it's evey man for 
himself.” 

How apL This is pretty whal 
the Conservatives havc-spoused 
for the rest of us for til past 17 4r . 
years. ’ ; 

The Rev Stepho Jones : 
Canfordi. 
Latashirc 


sncsaia. -Wfien rreaUsa] thaT io« «d 1^ 6 Euro- havefc amend legfctata. 


u utter Umunou m Jd^Aic;,' 

said one ministerial source. 
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The age of innocence is dead, killed by suspicion 

lk rnarks another nail in i « €/ X 

UUU abuse fears are about to cost many needy children a holiday. Are we being over-cautious? 

“J *d iMMMjr * «nd. Founded sarLsramfop SSf ? 1116 “ a incident two years ago, a London 

by Canon Samuel Barnett and to vohmtccr osed the CCHF to 

wife Dame Henrietta, il has sent vahakm a vulnerable family, earn- 

mnr* thon —UK , .. . - uv wjy organisauons. Thao* nwnm ... , > *1 _«/■ . _ 


*■'"***' U Has sent tarv ^rv~L utu,tuu * -vumcrauie iam ny. cam- 

more than a million children from -T!? 05 * country ing their trust, then offering to 

“the London shuns" on country hoi- taken in />+ il r?^°l^ eil T rOSily Iiave and take the children swua- 

idays. ^ f0 J ““S- He served a three month sen- 

But this venerable charity ( Pres- foemselves suddenly lence for molesting one of them. 

iden^cessAle^c^^ MEMESSS Put together in 8 this way, . that 

mgly fearful of involving themselves 
with children at alL 
The trouble started last summer 



ana anxiety. Yesterday its director 
resigned and the trustees have 
closed down all the holidays for this 
y ear * The 3,000 poor children 
expecting to go will be sadly disap- 
pouited The hundreds of volunteers 
who organise the holidays each year, 
mainly with country families, have 
wasted their time and work. 

The charily has fallen victim to a 
panic about child abuse gripping 
many organisations. It is not, after 
all, a panic without substance. Fol- 
lowing the horrible revelations 
reported extensively in this paper 
from Cftvyd, and other dreadful 
cases in children’s homes, the world 
has finally woken up to the devi- 
ousness of predatory paedophiles 
who infiltrate every place where 
children are to be found. 


m a CCHF camp (though most hol- 
idays are with host families in the 
country). An Islington child at a 
CCHF camp complained of what 
Islington describes as “inappropri- 
ate touching” by a camp organiser. 
Although the intident was relatively 
minor, it led to police investigation 
of the accused man. A teacher m res- 
idential schools, he is new in custody 
on charges relating to his teaching 
work. Unfortunately, he was one of 
the 15 trustees of the charity. Ttoo 
other trustees have resigned in the 
past two years following convictions 
for child abuse, unconnected with 
CCHF children. One got three 
years’ probation, the other spent 
four months in prison. In another 


sounds like quite a long litany of dis- 
aster for the CCHF. Three trustees 
and one volunteer turn oat to have 
been accnsed of paedophilia. On the 
other hand. Bob McKeown, the 
director, says that in all these years 
there have only ever been these two 
relatively minor incidents with 
CCHFcnSdren.MaiiyttfthevoInn- 
teers accuse him of panicking unduly, 
sacrificing children's holidays need- 
lessly. This tension las partly led to 
his resignation. He is an ex-army 
man and he thinks the job should go 
to a child-care professional. 

Islington Council, hyper-sensitive 
to child abuse after serious cases in 
their own children's homes, told the 
CCHF that because these two inci- 
dents both happened to. their chil- 
dren, they would no longer send any 
others. They said they would write 
to every other London borough 


POLLY TOYNBEE 


Decent people may 
become too fearful of 
working with children 


them of their concern, as 
services always share any 
cause for alarm. The letters went out 
yesterday. The CCHF replied that to 
avoid scandal they would dose down 
all their holidays this ye3T and review 
their methods. 

Many of the volunteers within 
CCHF are distraught at the loss of 
all this year’s holidays. They feel 
their procedures are as water-tight 
as possible. Host families are vetted 


by local volunteers. If they are 
deemed suitable, they then have to 
provide legal proof of identity, (pe- 
dophiles frequently change name 
ana address to avoid detection). 
They need two references, one from 
their GP and one from another 

professional person. Then they need 

to be cleared with the local soda! 
services department, and after that 
they are deared with police records 

through a special department of 
the Home Office. This is a pretty rig- 
orous system. What more can the 
CCHF be expected to do? The 
Scout Association, for instance, has 
oo access to police records but relies 
on its own cuttings and records of 
anyone ever reported to them or the 
press on child abuse charges. How- 
ever, they say they only get some 10 
complaints of any sort each year 
against their 1 10,000 leaders. 

Following the Clywd revelations 
the Government is considering a 
national register of convicted pae- 
dophiles. But, many of the profes- 
sionals say, it would be important 
to indude allegations (whether sub- 
stantiated or not) as well as convic- 
tions, to detect recurrent patterns. 


The CCHF will now bring in 
more thorough interviewing, though 
most people agree that the chances 
of detecting a paedophile on inter- 
view are virtually nil. Islington's 
deputy head of social services, Paul 
FaBofl, says they have been looking 
into character tests (so-called “per- 
sonality inventories"! although they 
are not convinced that these have 
been proved to work. But he does 
think vigorous screening may deter 
paedophiles from applying, and they 
win move off to a softer target. 

The National Children’s Bureau is 
helping CCHF to improve its meth- 
ods. One suggestion is that children 
and familie s should be told clearly 
how to make complaints, and blow 
the whistle on anything suspicious. 

John Rea Price, a former Social 

Services director and now head of the 

National Children’s Bureau, has had 
a life-time’s experience of all this. He 
used to be sceptical of rumours of 
paedophile rings, but has learned of 
their sophistication through bitter 
He rites the recent case 
employee of the Chil- 
dren’s Bureau who later became a 
leading child abuse consultant. Open 


experience, 
ofa one-time i 


University lecturer and author of! bey 
texts on residential care. A lifetime 
of paedophilia was uncovered only b> 
a chance customs discovery of child 
pornography. 

“There is no justice in these 
cases," Mr Rea Price says. “The 
media damn you if you do lake rig- 
orous action and they damn you if 
you don't. The CCHF are right to 
close down for a time, because it’s 
Sod’s law something will happen ir 
they don’t. But it will he an absolute 
tragedy if that spirit of 1 \ohi nice ring, 
generosity and hospitality is lost, that 
spontaneous human kindness to 
children. After all. volunteers usu- 
ally have a better record of safety 
with children than professionals.” 

Many of the volunteers think the 
CCHF has over-reacted. Tempo- 
rary closure is a gesture with little 
real substance. Rigorous new checks 
may yield no better results, while 
making il virtually impossible for the 
counliy volunteers to operate. So 
the charily may collapse because 
nothing they can do will ever he KM 
per cent risk free. But it would be a 
bitier loss to children who need a 
holiday from families that have 
neglected or abused them - and a sad 
loss of the volunteering spirit, of sim- 
ple goodness and kindness. 


,n, *i Blair’s voters 

in \ersace 


Essex man and woman are in the money, yet the 
feel-good factor is leading them to choose Labour 
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V ia, no kidding, a satellite 
link from BasOdon, Ibny 
Blair delivered a blatant lie to a 
Westminster press conference. 
“BasOdon," he said, “is an inter- 
esting place.” Admittedly he 
then went on to say. “in which 
to hold a local election cam- 
paign". But the damage was 
done. Basildon of itself is not an 
interesting place and has onfy 
taken on the ephemeral rai- 
ments of fascination by bring 
one dull part cd'that legendary 
county' which is the home of 
Essex Man. 

And here was Blair’s point 
“Essex man and Essex woman," 
he insisted, “are coming over to 
today’s Labour Party. 1 " The elec- 
toral resonance of this arises 
from the fact that it was the 
result at Basildon - a 1,480 
majority for Tory David Amess 
- that signalled the defeat of 
Labour last time round. Appar- 
entiy Essex Man, whatever his 
working-class roots, bad seen the 
free market. Euro-sceptic tight 
The point was that this man 
was not a natural Tbiy, he was 
not from old, rural Essex, but 
from new, suburban Essex. He 
sprang from working-class 
Labour roots. So the deeper sig- 
nificance claimed for that victory 
was that an irreversible cultural 
and demographic change had 
taken place. Former Labour 
supporters had been, if rot quite 
gentrified, then at least drawn 
into the enterprise culture. They 

took the threat of high taxes per- 
sonally and they regarded 
Labour’s manifesto as an invi- 
tation back to the bad old days 

of unions and a fixed, underdog 

place in the world. 
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Such a convert became 
known to Tbiy canvassers dar- 
ing the ,1987 election not- as 
Essex Man but Earring Man. He 
would answer the door dressed 
in jeans and designer T-shirt, 
with severely cropped hair and 
a ring in one ear. This ring came 
to inspire neither fear nor an 
inward groan in tiie canvassers, 
but rather a sigh of relief. For 
they knew that it signified a self- 
made man, perhaps with a small 
business, who had done well 
under Maggie and expected to 
continue to do well under 
Major. He was the new Tftie 
Blue, not the rid Skinhead Red. 

“There was usually a Rot- 
tweiler in the background," 
one canvasser told me, “and its 
owner often bad a domineer- 
ing mother, so be went for 
Maggie.” 

If Blair is righ t and Earring 
Man is about to vote Labour, 
then it wfll indeed be a personal 
triumph for him and for his new, 
non-sodalisLenteiprise-frieiKity 
party. In fact, it will turn out to 
be an even bagger triumph than 
he realises. For Blair toQ have 
overturned not just thepsephoL 
ogy of Essex but also the old, 
apparently iron-dad law of 
British politics that rich people 
vote Tbiy and poor people vote 


Labour. This is because the cur- 
rent truth about Earring Men, 
at least those who live in Essex, 
is that they are, possibly 
unknown to the Treasury, stink- 
ing rich. 

The exact extent of this 
wealth will not emcig e in offi- 
cial figures for some time. Per- 
haps it will never emerge. This 
is, I suspect, because the casual, 
or Wade, economy in this coun- 
try has boomed. One indicator 
is that VAT and tax receipts are 
lower than they should be. But 
the dead giveaway is that the 
official figures show only mod- 
est growth and stiD cautions 
consumers. The reality on the 
ground is that a boom is in 
progress. 

My primary evidence comes 
from the vast Lakeside Shopping 
Centre in Thurrock in, naturally, 
Essex. This is, for the moment, 
a socfologist’s paradise. The liq- 
uid wealth on display is extraor- 
dinary. A^rsace jeans are the key. 
These cost around £120 and are 
either being worn by or srid to 
Lakeside customers in bewil- 
dering numbers. They are de 
rigeur for Earring Man and his 
mate. And then there are sun- 
glasses. One shop's range starts 
with Ray-Bans at £80 plus and 
rises to Jean-Rml Gaultier's at 
£250 plus. None of these things 
is 
rat 

certain shops, 
dasses are stiD too insecure to 
move bouse, then the lower 
middle dasses are secure enough 
to become label victims. 

Previous^fcomns have, been 
defined primarily as middle- 



Tryfng Labour on for size? Shoppers at Lakeside mad in Thurrock, home of conspicuous consumption for ‘Earring Man’ 



dass phenomena, based over- 
whelmingly on house prices. 
When the middle dass feels 
rich it invests in property and 
then feels even richer as house 
prices rise to ally levels. But this 
is a liquid boom fuelled by a con- 
sumption rather than invest- 
ment culture and, I would guess, 
by previous experience of inse- 
curity. The working and lower 
middle dasses have pulled out 
of the property dream. The 
house price crash detonated 
that myth and undermined the 
glamour of the council house 
sales programme of the Eight- 
ies. Now when Earring Man 
feels rich he goes for the 
Gaultier and Versace - couve- 
mendy or, perhaps, deliberately 
these are both designers whose 
products -spattered with gift - 
go perfectly with the metallic 
macho of the ear ring . 

This is not the sort of wealth 
the Tbries find easy to deal with. 


Thatcher’s property owning 
democracy was all about stabil- 
ising people in their homes, 
making them thrifty and solid - 
in fact, lots of little Grantham 
housewives and their husbands. 
But the new Eamng wealth has 
mobile, globalised tastes and 
more insubstantial goals. Ear- 
ring Man tikes money, certainly, 
but not as much as he likes to 
spend ft. Tray thrift has gone 
wrong for the property-obsessed 
middle dass: they have discov- 
ered insecurity. But the lower 
dasses have always known inse- 
curity and they discovered ft 
anew after the council house 
buying aberration of the Eight- 
ies. Now they’ve got ft again, 
they’re spending it 
So the question raised by 
Blair's remarks is: can Earring 
Man possibly vote Labour? To 
veterans of the 1987 election in 
particular it may seem incon- 
ceivable. During that campaign 


ft became dear that voting Tory 
was a fundamental act of Ear- 
ring self-identification, an asser- 
tion of aspiration, of material 
ambition. On the other hand 
Earring Man is hard, he does 
not like weakness and Major is 
definitely weak. Blair may not 
obviously be strong but, as one 
Tbiy put it, he “comes across as 
a gent" so he may still satisfy the 
aipirational Earring. 

If be does, then the stakes are 
high. Essex is solidly Tbty with 
the exception of, conveniently 
enough, Thurrock, home of the 
Lakeside roaH Converts here 
would be true converts, people 
who had made an imaginative 
leap from one identity to 
another. Blair would have con- 
vinced them that Labour no 
longer stank of pig-beaded 
unions and dismal comprcfien- 
sives, but rather gave off the fra- 
grance of modernity, of Parfrim 
Versace. Basildon will certainly 


go Labour, but then there might 
also be Harlow or. almost 
unthinkably, Braintree. 

But Essex as a whole isn’t 
really the point, the Lakeside 
mall is. That is the home of the 
high-spending belongers, those 
most integrated into the man- 
ners and aspirations of the mod- 
em world. They now look richer 
and more confident than ever 


Photograph: Jane Baker 


before. They feel good. Yet. as 
we know, there is no feel-good 
factor for the Tories. The con- 
nection between wealth and 
political complacency has been 
severed. Earring Man is at a 
crossroads, wondering what 
Blair would look like in a nice 
pair of Vbisaccs with perhaps a 
studded heft and some Gaultier 
shades. 



Trapped in a man’s body with a woman’s mind 

The transsexual who has just won a test-case in Brussels says all of us have at stake in her victory 
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unusual 
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lose many of our civil hberties. 
have no substantive employmen 
rights, it is illegal for us to 
we are not allowed to adopt ■ 

But of course weareP^pfe- 
lawyers, doctors, 
business people, rich and 
shop assistants to peers of the ream 
whdse life-experience, «««£ tfo- 
era, is normal to us. We do not beWge 
that we are less worthy o f human *4^ 
than anyone else: only less po**- 
It is almost impossible to 
nfcato how it feels to be born 
grow up in this ww- Knowing 
else, its normal tor us to find nature 
and nurture at odds, to know oursewes 
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wasn't introduced to the general med- 
ical world until 1954, and its diagnostic 
criteria wasn’t agreed until 1980. 
There were whole generations who 
had no voice, no language and thus no 
way of articulating their profound 
sense of disability. 

Indeed, it wasn’t until an article in 
Science magazine last year that the 
physiological basis of transsexualism 
was finally demonstrated. Pul most 
accessibly, the medical explanation is 

We have no substantive 
employment rights; it is 
illegal for us to marry 

jhat when the child is in the womb, it 
receives two shots of hormones, one 
to form the body and one lo form the 
deep structures of the brain. In most 
ca Jc this formation is congruent; hr 
a tiny minority of cases it isn t and the 
-chDd is bom the body of rate sex and 
the brain of another. 

Treatment, by hormone replace- 
_,- n T therapy and reconstructive 
over a period of three to five 
SS>s a 97 per cnmKxmntK 
Sdividuals goon to ^ otherwise 
remarkable fives, the s ocial pena l 
■ heine bom with transsexnal- , 

SsS^tol^bk.IdODdt.jW 

j^.^ny marriage, adoption and 


employment rights. Although my 
external anatomy is the same as that 
of all other women, it is not illegal to 
rape me and if I were remanded in 
custody it would be in a men’s prison. 

Before 1970, 1 could not be legally 
raped, and if I went to prison for not 
paying my parking fees I would have 
been placed in Holloway. But after 
1970, 1 could be raped and have no 
recourse to law. If sentenced to a 
prison term, I would serve it in a jail 
for men. 

In 1970, the son and heir of Lord 
RowaDen gained an annulment of his 
marriage on the grounds that his 
- wife, the model April Ashley, had 
been treated for transsexualism and 
was therefore legally male. Tb confirm 
this view, the judge set up a “sex-test" 
Bring criteria that have smee been for- 
mally rejected by the world medical 
community bat which still operate in 
the TJK for legal purposes. The judge’s 
comments were astonishingly brutal, 
April was notawomaii but a “pastiche 
of femininity’’. . . 

A life-giving way of understanding 
cur personal circumstances, is lo see 
them as symbolic of the need of the 
individual to define themselves, lo live 
autonomously to explore the nature of 
tireir being. Alternatively, we may be 
seen as a symbol of communality, 
through our lived experience that 
men and women are not different in 
potential in achievement, or in need. 
Or again, like the- myth of Tlresas. die 


seer who was changed from man to 
woman and bode again, as a symbol of 
new life, new vision, new ideas, a third 
point on which Lo stand to re-examine 
and all into question otherwise 
unquestionable social norms. Or per- 
haps we are a symbol of the require- 
ment for compassion, a reminder that 
the degree of civilisation in a society 
can be judged by the way in which h 
treats those who are most vulnerable. 

We are both vulnerable and pow- 

Apri] Ashley was judged 
not a woman but a 
*pastiche of femininity’ 


eriess. But Vadav Havel, the Czech 
philosopher cum politician in his 
essay The Power of the Powerless, 

spoke of the way that the crust of a dis- 
honest social fabric can be broken 
“when a single person breaks the rule 
of the game, thus exposing it as a game 
... the whole crust seems then to be 
made of tissue on the point of tear- 
ing and disintegrating uncontrollably’’. 

My cases against the British Gov- 
emment were brought to open up just 
such a debate, foe debate that Havel 
calls “the wellspring of truth”. One 
debate leads lo another, from those 
issues have sprung other issues of 
human rights, questions about the 


legality of diflmssiag homosexuals and 
lesbians from the armed forces, about 
the equal treatment of people under 
the immigration laws, a new defence 
of the individual and a renewed debate 
about the real aims of life. 

All that is required is for govern- 
ment (o accept a return to foe pre- 
1970 status quo, a move that is sup- 
ported by medicine, a large section of 
legal opinion and many parliamen- 
tarians. There is no need for new leg- 
islation or new administrative systems; 
foe Birth Certificate stiD contains a 
column where errors at registration 
can be corrected as they were before 
1970. Time has shown that there were 
no practical complications with those 
corrections, and thus there is no real- 
istic argument for not reinstating foe 
practice. In d eed, there is every reason 
for regarding it as an urgent necessity. 

For in foe end, the rights under 
question are not just mine but yours. 
Laws that do not protect me. do not 
protect you, your child, your friend, 
your family. The unequal inhumane 
treatment of us is a microcosm of the 
inhumanity, foe injustice, with which 
you might be treated. The purpose- 
lessness of these laws, their brutality, 
foe general ignorance about this state 
of affairs is, as Simone Weil puts it, 
“obedience to foe force of gravity. The 
greatest sin". Tb change them is, for 
myself, and my colleagues, not just a 
matter of personal freedom but a 
question of freedom for all of us. 



What is the Internet? 

It's simply a huge global 
community of computer users. 
Get on it, and you’ll have 
more fun than you thought 
possible. A massive boost 
in productivity if you’re in 
business. 

Talk to the great provider. 
CompuServe Is the UK'S most 
popular online service and 
Internet access provider. As 
well as easy, inexpensive 
connection to foe Internet and 
a free Internet address, we 
offer you access to over 3.000 
exciting CompuServe Services 
covering almost every subject 
under the sun. 

How do I get or it? 

Phone us for your FREE 
software* and CD multimedia 
tour of CompuServe and the 
Internet, which will get you 
online in minutes. So what are 
you wafting for? 


CompuServe' 

The Internet . . . and a whole lot more 


Call 0800 000200 now 


http://www.compuserve.co.uk 
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Stirling Silliphant 


The screenwriter Stirling Sil- 
liphant was a master of “the Os- 
car scene". Hollywood parlance 
for a scene that allows a star to 
pour out his heart and show his 
or her full range - and which 
inevitably features heavily in 
campaigns to get nominated for 
an award. 

This applied not just to lead 
players, like Rod Steiger's racist 
Southern policeman in In the 
Heat of the Night (1967) or 
Cliff Robertson's retard- turned- 
genius in Charfy (1968), both of 
whom won Oscars in Silliphant- 
scripted roles; it is impossible to 
think of The Poseidon Adventure 
(1972) without Shelley Win- 
ters's M I can hold my breath, 
Manny, it's the one thing I can 
do" monologue and death 
scene springing to mind. 

Fond of quoting Raymond 
Chandler's dictum. "A good 
writer is one who can take a 
cliche and write it as though it 
has never been used before", 
Silliphant wrote unashamed 
movie-star pans for unashamed 
movie stars. Unfortunately, 
such scripts depended on gen- 
uine stars for their success. 
Silliphant s dialogue for The 
Towering Inferno (1974) or The 
Enforcer (1976) is no better than 
that in his less successful films, 
but it was tailored for real stars 
like Steve McQueen and Clint 
Eastwood; many other “stars" 
lacked the screen presence to 
, deliver his dialogue as if they 
1 believed it. 

* Never was this more appar- 
ent than in The Silent Fuue/ 
Circle of Iron (1978), a pet pro- 
ject SUItphant developed with 
Bruce Lee and James Coburn. 
While someone with Lee's per- 
sonal magnetism and strong 
belief in the project could have 
pulled it off, David Carradine 
simply looked like an uncom- 
fortable straight man in a 
Monty Python sketch. 

Yet StUipbant was far from a 
hack. Generally regarded as a 
"hired gun", he continually 
failed in his efforts to interest 
studios in his own more spiri- 
tual, personal projects, such as 
h is long-held ambition to Elm 
; Carlos Castaneda's The Teach- 
' ings of Don Juan (“Not being 
able to make that film has got 
to be the great disappointment 
of my life," he once said). None 
. the less, at his best Silliphant 
produced high-quality work 
within a commercial frame- 


work, containing ideas that 
could have seemed outrageous 
to a mass audience at the time 
— a black policeman more 
civilised and intelligent than a 
white one. for example. A com- 
mitted liberal, he look great 
trouble with his research, and 
often the vagaries of his dia- 
logue had much us do with the 
egos of his casts (he had to 
rewrite McQueen's part In The 
Towering Inferno to give him as 
many lines as his co-star Paul 
Newman). 

Bom in Detroit in 1918, Sil- 
liphant wrote his first story at 
the age of five, and worked as 
a sports writer before becoming 
a publicity director for 20th 
Cennuy-Fox between 1946 and 
1953. He became an indepen- 
dent producer on The Joe Louis 
Story (1953), alternating be- 
tween low-budget films such 
as Phil Karlscn's Five Against 
the House (1955) and Don 
Siegers The Lineup ( 1958, an ex- 
panded version of a television 
series) and writing for television 
shows such a & Alfred Hitchcock 
Presents, Route 66 and 77ie 
Naked City . 

It was not until MGM hired 
Silliphant to write an adaptation 
of John Wyndham’s The A fid- 
wich Cuckoos for Ronald Col- 
man in 1958 that Silliphant 
really hit his stride as a screen- 
writer. Caiman’s death the 
same year and worries over 
the film ’s potential offenaveness 
to the powerful Catholic 
League of Decency kept it off 
the screen until 1960, when it 
was filmed as Village of the 
Damned. The infuriated Sil- 
liphant broke his contract with 
MGM and went back to televi- 
sion for several years before re- 
turning to films in 1965 to 
script Sidney Pollack's directo- 
rial d£but, The Slender Thread. 

In the Sixties Silliphant was 
an early student of Bruce Lee, 
recommending his teacher to 
many of his Hollywood contacts 
and even writing a scene- 
stealing cameo for him in Afiar- 
lowe (1969), an enjoyable up- 
date of Raymond Chandler's 
The Little Sister, as well as a role 
in the television series Long- 
street, although attempts to 
build a series around him were 
constantly thwarted by the stu- 
dio executives' reluctance to 
gamble on an Asian actor. 

Silliphant proved more suc- 
cessful with black actors, thanks 



Sidney Foitier, left, and Rod 


to Lhe growing media attention 
on the civil rights movement, 
which found an eloquent screen 
spokesman in Sidney Poitier’s 
detective Virgil Tibbs, one of the 
first black screen heroes in a po- 
sition of authority, in In the Heat 
of the Night. Described by the 
writer as “The Defiant Ones with 
cops instead of cons", it slickly 
combined a message movie 
with an above-average thriller 
plot to great critical and com- 
mercial success and earned 
Silliphant an Academy Award 
for Best Adapted Screenplay. 
(The following year he won a 
Golden Globe Award for his 
screenplay for Charfy). 

Just as successful and cer- 
tainly more influential was the 


Inin the Heat of the MgM, 1967. SflOptiaitPs screenplay won Mm an Oscar 


Shaft series. With its hip theme 
music, gritty location work and 
a very contemporary hero in 
Richard Roundtree's black pri- 
vate eye, Silliphant produced 
the 1971 original served as ex- 
ecutive producer on Shaft 's Big 
Score (1972) and as writer on 
Shaft aiAfnca (1973) before the 
hero spun off into his own 
short-lived television series. 
Although often dismissed as 
cliched and patronising, the 
films were unique in being the 
first from a major studio to show 
black characters as being as self- 
reliant as white action heroes. 
Explaining their success in an 
interview with Tony Crowley in 
1978, Silliphant noted, u lt is in 
the mistakes that a film can re- 


ally work. The first Shaft was 
raw, had mktalrae, heaps of 
them -you could almost see the 
shadow of the camera boom. 
But it had an angry kind of 
vigour to h. And that. I think, 
goes with what people want: 
honesty, challenge, excitement, 
involvement, unpredictability 
and energy." 

Although certainly no worse 
than Paul GaQico's novel The 
Poseidon Adventure was one of 
his weaker screenplays. Its sur- 
prise box-office success kick- 
started the Seventies obsession 
with disaster movies that would 
do minat e the decade and much 
of the remainder of Silliphant' s 
career. He was to work with the 
Poseidon producer Irwin Allen 


three more times, most suc- 
cessfully adapting two novels 
brought by rival studios into one 
picture and coming up with one 
of Lhe biggest hits of the decade. 
The Towering Inferno . Silliphant 
went to great lengths research- 
ing the picture in an effort ii to 
turn it into more than merely a 
“Grand Hold catches fire” star 
vehicle, adding an attack on 
poor safety standards after dis- 
covering from firemen that 
their biggest enemy wasn’t so 
much fire as corrupt builders. 

These disaster films were 
punctuated by efforts for major 
talents that foiled to quite come 
off. The J&Ua- Bite (1975), a con- 
fused spy thriller not helped by 
its director, Sam Peckinpah’s 
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contempt for the material and 
on-set introduction to cocaine; 
The Enforcer (1976), a tired 
third outing for Clint East- 
wood's Duty Hany, and Telefon 
(1977), ah efficient but outdat- 
ed Cold War thriller started by 
director Peter Hyams (who co- 
wrote) but finished by Don 
Siegel. 

Originally intended as an 
immediate follow-up to Posei- 
don, and somewhat bizarrefy re- 
working the plot structure of fh 
the Heat of the /Tight as a killer 
bee movie, the failure of The 
Swarm (1978) had a cata- 
strophic effect on the reputa- 
tions of both Irwin Allen and 
SQUphanL Silliphant had been 
involved in flops before - most 


notably Murphy’s War (1971), 
which left a trail of debts in Its 
wake — but never anything on 
this scale. With crass dialogue 
to spare (“General, can we 
trust a scientist who prays?" 
“Son, I wouldn't trust any oth- 
er kind”), it became a favourite 
of Clive James, but despite 
inexplicable optimism from 
Warner Bros, who lavished their 
biggest-ever budget and largesl- 
ever release on the picture. 
The Swarm proved to be not just 
the flop of the year but of the 
decade. Almost overnight Sil- 
liphant’s reputation turned 
from Oscar-winning scribe to 
unwitting purveyor of high 
camp. A further screenplay for 
Allen, When Time Ran Ota 
(1980, about a volcanic erup- 
tion), proved, if anything, even 
more inane, despite the pres- 
ence of High Noon's Carl 
Foreman as co- writer. 

Of Sflliphanfs subsequent 
projects, only an above-average 
adaptation of Stephen King’s 
Salem's Lot (1979) was of any 
□ote, which he executive- 
produced for television from a 
script by Raul Monash after fail- 
ing to get his own script of it 
made as a theatrical feature. 

Like many Hollywood pro- 
fessionals of his day, Silliphant 
found it hard to adapt to tne late 
Seventies and early Eighties as 
what was once unconventional 
became the convention a new 
generation of waters was re- 
acting against. His style found 
itself overtaken by films that 
were either more subtly written 
or more explicitly realistic: the 
bizarre Sylvester Stallone arm- 
wreslling/chfld-custody vehicle 
Over the Top. his last produced 
film screenplay, might just have 
worked in the Thirties with 
Wallace Beery and Jackie 
Cooper, but in 1987 seemed 
more the stuff of daytime 
television than big-budget 
cinema. 

Yet, if the taier projects were 
ill-conceived, Silliphant was 
well paid - enough to retire to 
Thailand in 1988 with his wife 
Tiana Alexandra Du Long, who 
directed the 1994 documen- 
tary From Hollywood to Harm. 

Dreror WUlsmer 

Stirling Silliphant, screenwriter, 
bom Detroit 16 January 2918; 
married 1974 Tiana Alexandra 
Du Long (four children); died 
Bangkok 26 April 1996. 


Bela de Csillery 


Sir Stephen Miller 


-As a Hungarian conductor 
•with a formidable European 
training. B6Ia de Csilleiy was 
one of the most important mu- 
sic teachers to emerge from 
Britain during the post-war 
years. As Kent County Music 
Adviser from 1962 to 1981 
he moulded the careers of 
hundreds of musicians and 
made the Kent Youth Orches- 
tra one of the most impressive 
ensembles of its kind. 

1 never managed to return his 
last phone call, the day before 
he died, when he gently re- 
minded me I had promised to 
secure him an engagement with 
one of the orchestras l had con- 
ducted recently in Eastern Eu- 
rope. Such persistence from 
this sprightly SO-year-old re- 
minded me of the uncompro- 
mising determination and 
energy which characterised 
most of his ottraordinaiy career. 

I first met him when) was 13 
years old. singing one of the 
solos in Britten’s Ceremony of 
Carols in Rochester Cathedral. 
He was accompanied by the 
beautiful solo violinist Gillian 
Samson, whom he had just 
married. Mv first impressions 
were of a kind, multilingual, 
worldly-wise and cultured mu- 
sician from a strange, foreign 
land who had decided to make 
his home in rural Kent. He was 
extremely attractive and obvi- 
ously considerably experienced 
in the art of being romantic. I 
still remember Lhe sexual 
charge between him and Gillian 
on that cold December evening. 

Although a prodigious vio- 


CORRECTION: In earlier edi- 
tions yesterday the obituary of 
Joan Sternd&le Bennett was 
erroneously illustrated by a 
photograph of the late Joan 
Bennett, the American actress 
(obituary by David Shipman, 10 
December 1990). 


linisi from an early age, de 
Csillery initially studied law 
instead of music and was award- 
ed a doctorate at Budapest 
University. His law training 
came in useful in later years. 
He was always a tough nego- 
tiator and very much a political 
animal with a talent for finding 
unusual ways to solve adminis- 
trative and financial problems. 
Determined to make a career 
in music, he continued to study 
at the Liszt Ferenc Music Acad- 
emy in Budapest, the Berlin 
Hochschule fur Musik and 
the Academia Santa Cecilia 
in Rome. His teachers includ- 
ed Zollan Koddly, Paul Hin- 
demith, Ernest Ensermet 
and the renowned conductor 
Bernardino Molinari. Before 
the Second World VSfer he en- 
joyed a successful career as an 
orchestral violinist and soloist 
giving concerts throughout 
Europe and Scandinavia. The 
many conductors for whom he 
played included the legendary 
Willem Mengelberg and the 
great Felix Wcingartner, a 
protege of Franz Uszl 
His early love for an outdoor 
life and climbing developed 
during these years. Later, in the 
1950s, he climbed many of 
the peaks in the Valais region 
of the Alps including the Mat- 
terhorn. an unusual and im- 
pressive achievement for that 
lime. At the age of 30 he be- 
came Music Director of one of 
Hungary’s main orchestras, the 
Budapest Municipal Orches- 
tra, where he stayed for four 
years. When Ernest Ensermet 
first saw him conduct he im- 
mediately engaged him with 
the famous Suisse Ramande 
Orchestra. De Csillery’s con- 
ducting career flourished, and 
he was offered engagements 
with the Philharmonic Orches- 
tras of Baden-Baden. Dresden, 
Munich and Barcelona, and 
the Symphony Orchestras of 



De Csillery: uncompromising 


Madrid. Innsbruck and Radio 
Turin. 

On Ensermet’s recommen- 
dation be came to Britain in 
1953, and was appointed Head 
of Music at mnity College, 
Gle nalm ond whilst working as 
a conductor with the Scottish 
National Orchestra. He always 
insisted be had chosen to be- 
come a British citizen but sad- 
ly, the Soviet annexation of 
Hungaiy in 1956 prevented him 
from returning to his homeland. 

In 1962 de Csillery came to 
Kent to take up the post of 
Music Adviser to KenL County 
Councfl. an inspired appoint- 
ment by the then Director of 
Education, John Haynes. De 
Csillery was encouraged to 
create the KenL County Youth 
Orchestra in 1963, the year 
he made his debut with the 
London Symphony Orchestra. 
He married Gillian Sansom 
in 1965 and. with their two 
sons, they made their home 
in Maidstone. 

In a few years the Kent Youth 
Orchestra was able to impress 
by performing Mahler's Fifth 
Symphony, a work which, at that 
time, few professional orches- 
tras would dare tackle. As a 14- 


year-old, I played the seventh 
horn part in those peribmances. 
1 remember de CSflleiy’s frus- 
tration at not being able to 
extract enough passion from the 
string section in this emotion- 
ally demanding work. As a last 
resort he turned up one morn- 
ing with a red heart sewn to the 
sleeve of his shirt, protesting 
“Now do you understand what 
I mean?** It produced the 
desired result 

The Kent Youth Orchestra 
was one of the first to record for 
BBC Radio 3 during the 1960s 
with a stunning interpretation 
of RossHaTs Italian Girt in Algiers 
and the brilliant young An- 
drew Haigh playing one of 
Mozart's piano concertos. The 
session was later issued on BBC 
Records. Other recordings 
included an impressive and 
valuable account of Dohnanyi's 
rarely performed Second 
Symphony. 

In the late Sixties the or- 
chestra made their first highly 
acclaimed European tour of 
Switzerland followed by exten- 
sive tours throughout Germany 
and Belgium. The orchestra 
was then chosen to represent 
Britain in Herbert von Karajan's 
first youth orchestra festival in 
Berlin when some players were 
fortunate to perform for the 
then still youthful Karajan in 
Brahms's Second Symphony. 

Some of Bela de Cillery’s 
teaching techniques were based 
on Zoltan Kodaly's highly suc- 
cessful choral method of train- 
ing. At the Kent Junior Music 
School - which included teach- 
ers of equal calibre to the Lon- 
don music colleges - and the 
Summer Music Schools at Be- 
□enden, de Csilleiy insisted on 
everyone singing in bis choir, 
even if they believed they had 
no talent as singers. The results 
were stupendous. To hear a 3X>- 
strong group of instrumentalists 
with no apparent vocal ability 


singing Sir Michael Tippett’s 
formidably difficult Plebs An- 
gelica at the Benenden Summer 
School was simply staggering. 

De CsQleiy's commitment 
to amateur music-making was 
also considerable. In Perth, 
Dundee and Maidstone he 
transformed the local societies 
musically and economically, 
giving regular concerts to 
packed houses. He formed the 
semi-professional Kent Sirtfo- 
nia v taking music to the more in- 
accessible comers of the county. 
He was a regular guest con- 
ductor with the BBC Training 
Orchestra in Bristol. His 
schools concerts with the Roy- 
al Philharmonic Orchestra were 
a revelation, introducing thou- 
sands of children, with his 
unique wit and depth of know- 
ledge, to Lhe world of classical 
music. When I finally became 
a professional horn player it was 
almost entirely due to the valu- 
able experience of those years. 

His work ethic, regarding 
a relentless and determined 
dedication to music, was 
uncompromising (he was an 
exceptional and, at times, tyran- 
nically demanding teacher). 
When I gave up being a pro- 
fessional musician to work 
for the BBC as a producer, he 
told me sharply that I was wast- 
ing my life. I think, in a way, he 
felt betrayed. He demanded 
total loyalty from those he 
took under his wing. He hated 
the idea of wasted opportunity 
and his greatest pleasure was 
to revel in the success of his 
students. 

Kriss Rnsmanis 

B&a de Csillery, conductor and 
music administrator: bom Bu- 
dapest 26 October 1915: married 
1944 Johanna Moray (marriage 
dissolved 1959), 1965 Gillian 
Sansom (died 1993; two sons); 
died Maidstone, Kent 17 April 
1996. 


Stephen Miller was amongst 
the last of the general ophthal- 
mologists and one of the first of 
the specialists - his area of 
expertise being glaucoma. 

He entered ophthalmology 
almost by accident, after failing 
to get the house job of his 
choice at Aberdeen. Appoint- 
ed a bouse surgeon at the Roy- 
al Infirmary, Hull, in 1937, he 
was introduced to ophthalmol- 
ogy, and served in the RNVR 
during the Second World War 
as an ophthalmic specialist. 

After the war he was en- 
couraged by his fellow Scotsman 
Sir Stewart Duke Elder, the 
country’s foremost ophthal- 
mologist, to come south. With- 
in a few years of training at 
Mooifields Eye Hospital he 
was on the consultant -staff of 
three major hospitals - St 
George’s Hospital, the Nation- 
al Hospital for Nervous Dis- 
eases, and Moorfields. itself. 

Miller always advised his 
trainees to “cone down” on a 
subject, Le. to focus on a single 
problem, and he chose to do so 
himself in his lifelong quest to 
understand and treat glaucoma 
and in neuro-ophthalmology. In 
the 1960s he was one of the first 
ophthalmologists in the coun- 
try to see the potential of fluo- 
rescein angiography, a method 
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of studying the retinal circula- 
tion by the injection of fluo- 
rescein dye. This innovation, 
pioneered in the United States, 
had previously been ignored by 
the ophthalmology establish- 
ment Miller set up the first unit 
to conduct the technique at 
the National Hospital, Queen 
Square. This single art launched 
the career of some of the most 
distinguished ophthalmologists 
in the United Kingdom and 
led to the formation of a spe- 
cialist department which has 
remained pre-eminent 

Another important factor 
in lhe development of fluores- 
cein angiography was the use of 
private donations - in particu- 
lar, his friend and patient 
Tommy Frost gave money. 
The Frost Foundation contin- 
ues to be a major source of re- 
search and training grants for 
ophthalmology trainees. 

In the last few years. Miller’s 
enthusiasm, vision and integri- 
ty enabled him to persuade 
Guide Dogs for the Blmd to be- 
come a benefactor for oph- 
thalmic research programmes, 
and his personal friendship 
with King Hussein of Jordan led 
to the establishment of a Fel- 
lowship at St John Ophthalmic 
Hospital in Jerusalem. 

St John's occupied much of 
Miller’s time, especially in his 
so-called retirement. He tire- 
lessly raised money for this in- 
stitution (some £7m in total), 
which he saw as providing a 
greatly needed service for the 
patients and a unique oppor- 
tunity for trainees from all parts 
of the world. 

Miller had a special gift for 
writing. His personal letters 
were masterpieces of clarity, wit 
and kindness, and he put this 
talent to use in the many sci- 
entific publications he wrote for 
and in books such as Modem 
Trends in Ophthalmology ( 1973) 
and Parsons' Diseases of the 


Eye (16th edition, 1978, to 18th 
edition, 1990). He became 
Editor of the British Journal of 
Ophthalmology in 1973. 

He derived much pleasure 
from being Master of the Ox- 
ford Ophthalmologies! Con- 
gress in 1969-70 and gave a 
superb lecture on glaucoma 
for which he was awarded the 
Doyne Medal of the Congress 
in 1972. 

In addition be was Surgeon- 
Oculist to the Queen from 1974 
to 1980, and was created KCVO 
in 1979. 

For him to participate in so 
many activities Miller relied 
on a secure and happy home 
life. His wife supported him in 
his busy career and nursed him 
in his final illness, which he en- 
dured with great dignity and not 
a little rage. This difficult time 
was relieved by seeing one of his 
sons appointed to Moorfields 
Eye Hospital, continuing his in- 
terest in glaucoma, while an- 
other son was installed as a QC 

Miller remained attached to 
his native Scotland and he was 
an enthusiastic golfer and fish- 
erman; he was also an excellent 
pianist and an exceptional 
bridge player. Although he did 
not pamt himself, he had a 
beautiful collection of water- 
colours by Scottish artists. 

Patrick J. Holmes Seflors 
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Birthdays 

Mr Naim AUalah, publisher, 65; Mr 
Gary Bcrtini, conductor, 69; Sir 
Richard Brooke, chartered accoun- 
tant. SI; Mr Sieve Caur ben. jockey, 
36; Mr Ian Cuncis, playwright. 61; 
Lord Dahrcudorf. Warden, St 
Antony’s College, Oxford, 67; Sir 
Henry de Waal QC. 65: Mr Glenn 
Ford." actor, S3; Dr Michael Gold- 
sieic, Vice-Chancellor, Coven try 
Univeroiy, 57; Sir Irvine Goulding, 
former High Court judge. S6; Mr 
Gordon Gree nidge, former West 
Indies cricketer, 45; Mr Joseph 
Heller, novelist. 73; Sir Robert HID, 
reliability consultant and former 
president, Institute or Marine Engi- 
neers, 59; Mr W. Leonard Hyde, 
former president. Leeds Permanent 
Building Society, 82; Mr Kevin 
Kennedy, chairman and chief exec- 
utive, Domestic Appliances and Per- 


sonal Care Division. Philips Elec- 
tronics, 59; Professor Philip King, 
sculptor. 62; Miss Joanna Lumley, ac- 
tress, 50; Sir Bruce McPbafl, man- 
aging director. P & 0. 57; Mr Julian 
Mitchell- writer and playwright 61; 
Mr Bo Nilsson, composer. 59: Air 
Commodore Dame Felicity Peake, 
first director, WRAF, S3; Mr Sonny 
Ramadhin, former Wfast Indies crick- 
eter, 67; Sir Bob Reid, chair man 
London Electricity, 62; Sir Lindsay 
Ring, former Lard Mayor of London, 
82; Colonel Sir Grcville Sprart. for- 
mer Lord Mayor of London, 69, Miss 
Una Stubbs, actress, 59; Lord Thyior 
of Gosforlh, Lord Chid Justice of 
England, 66; Mbs Wendy Toyc. the- 
atrical producer, 79; Mr Mike Wat- 
son MR 47: Professor Richard 
We fbo urn. Emeritus Professor of 
Surgical Endocrinology, Royal Post- 
graduate Medical School, "London 
University, 77; Sir John Wheeler MP. 


56; Admiral Sir John Woodward, 
former Commander-in-chief, Naval 
Home Command, 64. 

Anniversaries 

Births: Joseph Addison, diarist and 
essayist. 1672; Charles Madeira 
(McLaughlin), actor. 1690; Arthur 
Wellesley (Wesley), fast Duke of 
Wellington, Held marshal and politi- 
cian, 1769; George Illness, painter. 
1S25: Jules- Adolphe Aimd-Lonls 
Breton, painter, 1827; Hilaire. Comte 
de Ghardonnet, inventor of rayon, 
1839; Edith Somerville (Anna 
Oenone). author, 185% Sir Philip 
■Arm and Hamilton Gibbs, author, 
1877. Deaths: Dermot MacMur- 
rough (Diarmid MacMurchada). 
King of Leinster. 1171; Pope Pius V, 
1572; John Diyden, poet, 1700; Jean- 
Framjois de Troy, painter, 1730; Dr 
John Walker, inventor of the friction 


match, 1859; David Livingstone, ex- 
plorer, 1873; Antonin Leopold 
Dvordk, composer, 1904; Joseph 
Goebbels, Nazi leader and propa- 
ganda chief, committed suicide 1945; 
William Fox, Clm producer, 1952; 
Sylvia Townsend Warner, novelist, 
1978. On this day: the Union of Scot- 
land and England was proclaimed, 
1707; Mozart’s opera The Marriage 
of Figaro was first performed, Vien- 
na. 1786; the first tunnel on a rail- 
way in Britain was built. 1800; the 
London Library, founded by Thomas 
Carlyle, W.E. Gladstone, Lord 
Macaulay and others, was officially 
opened. 1841; the Great Exhibition 
was opened by Queen Victoria in 
Hyde Park, London, 1851; Queen 
Victoria was proclaimed Empress of 
India, 1876; work on recla iming the 
ZuyderZeowas begun, 1919; Cyprus 
became a British Crown Colony, 
1925; Professor Auguste Piccard 


made the Erst ascent into the stratos- 
phere, a distance of just aver 10 miles, 
1931; in New York, the Empire State 
Building was opened, 1931; Berlin 
was captured by the Russians. 1945; 
in Britain, the gas industry was 
nationalised, 1949; in Ckrkenwcll, 
London, a bullion van was attacked 
and a gang stole gold ingots worth 
£750,000, 1967. Thday is May Day 
(Labour Day) and the Feast Day 
of St Amator or Arm tie. Si Briocus 
or Brienc, St Joseph the Worker. 
St Peregrine Laziusi, St Sigismund 
of Burgundy and St Theodard of 
Narbonne. 


Lectures 

Thle Gallery: Sarah O'Brien Twohig. 
“Modern Utopia: Kandinsky, Male- 
vich and El Lissitzky”, 1pm" 
Stirling University fLogie Lecture 
Theatre): Sir Crispin TickeU. “Eco- 


no micai with the Environment: a 
question of values", 6pm. 

Leicester University: Dr Chris 
Hunter, ‘'Self-assembling Porphyrin 
Oligomers", 2pm. 

Loagh borough University: Professor 
Neil HaUrwell, “Shedding Light on 
Engineering", 5.30pm. 

Dinners 

The Speaker 

The Speaker of the House of Com- 
mons, Miss Belly Boathroyd. held a 
dinner yesterday evening in Speak- 
er’s House, London SW1, in honour 
ofDr Rodrigo Rivera Salazar, 
President of the Colombian House 
of Representatives, and Mrs Rivera. 
Seuor Carlos Lcmos-Simmonds. 
the Colombian Ambassador, and 
Seftora Lemos-Simmonds were also 
present: 
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HMS Victory 

Admiral Sir Michael Boyce, Second 
Sea Lord and Comrnandet-in- 
Chjcf Naval Home Command, 
hosted a dinner held yesterday 
evening on board his flagship, HMS 
I - 7c«wy, at HM Naval Base, 
Portsmouth. Among the guests were 
Earl Howe, Parli ame ntary Under- 
Secretary of State, and Mr Christo- 
pher Bland, Lord-Lieutcnanl of the 
Isle of Wight. 


European- Atlantic 
Group 

Bamneas Chalkcr of Wallasey, Min- 
ister for Overseas Administration, 
was the guest of honour at a meet- 
ing of the European- Atlantic Group 
held yesterday evening at St Ermin’s 
Hole! London SW1. Her subject was 
“Overseas Aid World-Wide". 


^engagements 

Patron, attends 
dr League Annual Reception at Si 
ft Palace. Prince Edward. Patron. 
a s concert gwea by the London 
xv Ptajers at Lhe Fairfield Hath. 
Ihi. Surrey. The Duke of Ooncesta; 
tent. East Midlands Tourist Board, 
nurist sites mlxiasierchirnandNo*- 
rmshlre.Tfc* Duke of Kent, Patron, 
ec CoundLvfaus PainshBI Park. Ciib- 


igi ng of the Guard 
louse hold Cavalry Mounted Rep- 
mounts the Queen's Life Guard at 
Guards, Ham: Nijmegen Ctunpa- 
.madicr Guards mounts the Queen's 

I. at Buckingham Prince, 1 I JMfcun. 

novkled by the Coldstream Gounte. 
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Hanson’s Grid stake sale sparks confusion 


TOM STEVENSON 

City Editor 


The future of the National Grid 
was plunged into confusion yes- 
terday after Hanson sold its 1 25 
per cent stake in the country's 
electricity transmission network 
to James CapeL the broking arm 
of HSBC. The deal, which ap- 
peared to link the stake with a 
little-known Greek group with 
Saudi Arabian trading connec- 
tions, sparked a wave of 
takeover speculation. 


James Cape I remained tight- 
lipped on its plans for the 2105 
million shares it had bought, re- 
fusing to add to a statement that 
it had “hedged the market risk 
of the holding through a struc- 
tured transaction with Cres- 
cent Holdings GmbH, a 
member of the Olayan group of 
companies". 

Athens-based Olayan was 
described yesterday as “usual- 
ly a long-term shareholder". Its 
interests include Coca-Cola 
bottling rights and a Land 


Rover distribution franchise in 
Saudi Arabia. 

The £405m sale of shares in 
the Grid to Capel for 1925p a 
share left dealers confused 
about the ultimate buyer of the 
stake. Wide-ranging rumours 
during the day linked the hold- 
ing with, among others .George 
Soros, the American speculator, 
and GEC, the defence and 
electronics group. 

Some speculated that the 
sale might actually be no more 
than a ruse to allow Hanson to 


appear to comply with a re- 
quirement to reduce its holding 
in the Grid while retaining an 
economic interest in the shares. 
As the owner of a regional 
electricity company. Eastern 
Group, Hanson is under an 
obligation to cut its holding in 
the Grid to less than 1 per cenL 
Hanson denied that it had any 
interest in the shares after the 
sale and described as coinci- 
dence the fact that Niven Dun- 
can, a consultant to Olayan, was 
also the former chairman-des- 


ignate of Eastern Group. 
C hri stopher Collins, vice chair- 
man of Hanson, said: “Our 
transaction was with James 
Capel. This is not a case of us 
warehousing our shareholding. 
We no longer have any eco- 
nomic interest in the Grid, 
ownership rights or beneficial 
interest" 

Shares in National Grid rcse 


6p to 2G5p on the takeover talk, 
despite the fact that the com- 
pany's independence is, in 
theory, protected by a govern- 


Taxpayer faces 
massive bill for 


meat “golden share’*, which 
caps individual stakes at 15 per 
cent. 

Hanson became the single 
biggest shareholder in the Na- 
tional Grid with 2105 million 
shares when it bought the coun- 
try’s largest regional electricity 
company. Eastern Group, last 
year. 

The 12 Rees in England and 
Wiles owned the Grid before it 
was demerged and floated last 
December. The regulator, 
Stephen LittlechilcL gave them 


until the end of this year to sell 
off almost all of their stakes. 

Hanson's Eastern was the last 
Rec to dispose of its stake. All 
have now complied with the reg- 
ulator’s order by reducing their 
stakes in the Grid to less than 1 
per cent or handing on the 
shares to their own sbaiehokleis. 

A spokesman for Hanson 
said the group would use the 
proceeds to reduce debt and de- 
scribed the sale as part of an oar 
going disposal programme in 
the run-up to a planned four- 


way split into the group’s main 
constituent businesses. 

Under the Grid’s articles, 
companies that hold an elec- 
tricity licence or are wholesalers 
of power in Britain are barred 
from bolding more than 1 per 
cent in the Grid. There is also 
a 15 percent stake limit on oth- 
er companies and the Govern- 
ment also has a protective 
“golden share” in the company, 
which prevents a predator mov- 
ing in without consent. 

Comment, page 21 


power shake-up 


MICHAEL HARRISON 


The Government may be laced 
■ with a bill running into millions 
! of pounds if it is to meet its tar- 
get of allowing all 23 million 
. domestic electricity customers 
to choose iheir supplier from 
199S. it emerged yesterday. 

Industry officials have 
. warned that if competition is in- 
, iroduced on a trial basis before 
1998 in the way that it has been 
in the gas industry - then it may 
result in large compensation 

payments lo RJB Mining, head- 
ed by Richard Budge, which 
took over the English coal- 
fields a rear ago. 

The problem arises from the 
so-called “back-to-back" con- 
tracts signed between British 
Coal, the two electricity gener- 
, atois. National Power and Pow- 
erGen. and the 12 regional 
electricity companies at the 
time of privatisation. 

Under these the generators 
are contracted to buy about 
£900ra of coal a year from RJB 
Mining until April 1998. All the 
electricity generated from the 
‘ coal is then sold to the Rees to 
satisfy demand from the do- 
mestic market. 

If the market is opened up t to 
competition on a trial basis be- 
fore 1998 the Rees, may lose 
some customers. The knock-on 
effects would be reduced de- 
mand from the generators and 


a reduced requirement on their 
part for coal. 

Officials at the Office of 
Electricity Regulation said yes- 
terday that in such circum- 
stances the Government would 
have to step in and compensate 
the industry. 

This is one of the reasons it 
may not be possible to run 
pilot trials before April 1998, 
placing a question mark over the 
Government’s ability to meet its 
deadline. 

Professor Stephen Littiechild, 
the industry watchdog, insisted 
yesterday that the industry was 
“on track" to meet the target of 
liberalisation in 1998. He said 
he expected all the main ele- 
ments needed to create the 
structure for competition to be 
in place within the next month. 
This would enable rival Rees 
and other suppliers to test their 
systems for supplying customers 
in regions other than their own 
and settle accounts within the 
electricity pool, the wholesale 
market for England and Wiles. 

However, many industry ob- 
servers believe that the Gov- 
ernment and the regulator have 
set themselves too formidable 
a timetable. 

- Professor Littiechild con- 
ceded it was “tight" but achiev- 
able. But one large generator 
said it did not see how the tar- 
get date could conceivably be 
met. 



Offer opposes 
US generator bid 


The electricity industry regula- 
tor, Professor Stephen Lit- 
tiecMd, gave his first indication 
yesterday that he would oppose 


emment’s decision to encour- 
age more competition in the 


Compensation rights: Richard Budge (right) and Stephen Littiechild, who Insists liberalisation is on trade 


denial Power, Britain’s biggest 
generator, writes Michael Har- 
rison. 

Professor littiechild gave a 
dear him that he would want 
any bid blocked on the same 
grounds that the Government 
barred the takeovers by Na- 
tional Power and PowexGen of 
regional electricity companies. 

Southern also owns a REC- 
South Western Electricity -so 
any bid by it for National Power 
would amount to unacceptable 
vertical integration unless 
Southern disposed of its inter- 
est in Sweb. 

Asked whether he would ob- 
ject to a merger between South- 
ern and National Power, 
Professor Littiechild said: “In as 
far as they would be run as a sin- 
gle company the same detri- 
ment would apply." 

Professor Littiechild refused 
to be drawn on whether he 
would open an-inquiiy into Na- 
tional Power if iL went ahead 
with plans for a shareholder in- 
centive package worth up to 
£2bn to fend off a possible 
Southern bicL 

But It seems unlikely tins 
.would prompt a fresh review of 
electricity prices: National 
Power, he said, had been highly 
profitable since privatisation 
which was why Offer had so 
strongly supported the Gov- 


jts takeover of Southern Elec- 
tric, the UK REC 

Professor Littiechild also de- 
livered a warning shot across the 
bows of PbwerGen, saying that 
he expected the generator to go 
through with the £400m sale of 
power stations to the Hanson- 
owned Eastern Group. 

PowerGen warned last week 
that it was reconsidering the 
deal following Trade and In- 
dustry Secretary Ian Lang's 
shock decision to block its pur- 
chase of Midlands Electridfy. 

But Professor littiechild said: 
“I don’t envisage that they will 
want to pull out of a sale they 
have agreed with another com- 
pany. I would expect that sale 
will go ahead." 

Behind the comment was a 
thinly-veiled warning that the 
regulator would have no hesit- 
ation in referring PowerGen to 
the Monopolies and Mergers 
Commission if it backed out of 
its agreement to dispose of the 
two power stations with a ca- 
pacity of 2,000 megawatts. 

“Clearly the situation would 
be serious if they didn't,” he 
added. There was not enough 
competition in generation two 
years agp and there isn't enough 
now. 7 ’ 

: He was speaking as Offer an- 
nounced that 1995 had been an- 
other good year for electricity 
customers with complaints 
down 20 per cent and prices 4 
per cent lower in real terms. 


George says Britain may be safer outside the single currency 


JOHN EISENHAMMER 
JOHN WILLCOCK 
and NIC CICUTT1 


Eddie George, the Governor of 
the Bank of England, yesterday 


said ihe UK should only adopt 
a single European currency if it 
. was going to be a "safe club to 


join . He added that Britain 
could survive outside European 
economic and monetary union 


and might be safer outside if the 
convergence criteria appeared 
unsustainable. 

Appearing on Jimmy Young’s 
programme on BBC Radio 2, 
Mr George also admitted that 
he had been wrong last year 
when he argued with the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer that in- 
terest rates should go up rather 
than down. The Governor con- 
ceded that this disagreement 


damaged his credibility with 
many people, since ft became 
obvious afterwards that the 
Chancellor’s downward move- 
ment in rates had been the 
correct one. 

When asked if Britain could 
exist perfectly well outside 
EMU, Mr Geoige said: “I be- 
lieve so." He said the issue for 
the UK, when the time came, 
was “whether or not EMU is a 


safe club to join.” Referring to ' 
“tension” between other EU 
countries, he added: “If those 
tensions looked serious, if the 
convergence criteria looked as 
if they would be unsustainable, 
then frankly I think we could 
easily conclude that we would 
be safer, less exposed to risks of 
haring problems visited upon us 
by standing on one side." 

He said that there were seri- 


ous economic risks in pressing 
ahead with EMU when unem- 
ployment was so high in Europe. 
He also said that if it looked as 
though the tough EMU criteria 
on debt, budget deficits, infla- 
tion and exchange rates were 
not sustainable, then it would be 
in the UK’s interest to stay 
outside. 


pendent economic advisers 
warned that taxes would have 
to go up after the next election, 
or public spending be slashed, 
if Britain was to meet the Maas- 
tricht EMU criteria. After over- 
shooting forecasts by about 


£10bn last year, public borrow- 
ing in 1997/8 wul remain well 


Mr George was speaking as 
one of the Government's inde- 


above the 3 per cent of GDP set 
by Maastricht, said Gavyn 
Davies, chief economist at the 


investment bank Goldman 
Sachs and one of the the Trea- 
sury’s six “wise persons". 

The main UK banks yester- 
day dented hopes of a rapid end 
to difficulties in the housing 
market, announcing that net 
mortgage lending in March, at 
£63 2m, was lower than the pre- 
vious month. 

However, the British Bankers 
Association added that the 


number of new approvals rose 
26 per cent to 31 ,630 in March. 
Approvals are an important in- 
dicator of actual borrowing in 
six to eight weeks' time. 

The BBA’s figures came as a 
separate survey by TSB showed 
that since the new year the av- 
erage cost of buying a home has 
dropped by 5.6 per cent based 
on the cost of a typical mortgage 
for each £100 of take-home pay. 


NatWest retreats over attempts to oust Morton I Societies pull rug 1 * rou P it 


PETER RODGERS 

Business Editor 


NatWest appeared to be in 
retreat yesterday on its behind- 
the-scenes attempt to unseat Sir 
Alastair Morton, co-chairman 
of Eurotunnel. 

This followed the disclosure 
yesterday that Roger ByaiL, 
deputy chief executive of 
NatWest Markets, had sug- 
gested (o Sir Alastair several 
times that he should quit early 
to smooth the path of debt ne- 
gotiations with the banks. 

Sources close to the negoti- 
ations said that leaks of 
NatWest's position were likely 
to foreslall any attempts by 
Eurotunnel's leading banks to 
pressurise Ihe company’s board 
to drop Sir Alastair early. The 
banks have no direct power to 
remove a co-chairman. 

Sir Alaslair's contract ex- 
pires in October but he made 


clear earlier this year that the 
Eurotunnel board has asked 
him to slay until the negotia- 
tions have been completed. 
The talks with the banks are due 
to start later this month and may 
last well into the autumn. 


Mr Byatt and other senior fig- 
ures in NatWest including John 
Melbourn, a main board direc- 
tor, believe that Sir Alastair was 
the right man to push through 
construction of the tunnel. But 
the bank now wants somebody 


else put in charge of renegoti- 
ation of the debt- 
In a statement, a NatWest 
spokesman denied that Mr By- 
att, the corporate lending chief 
who is in charge of the Euro- 
tunnel negotiations, was the 


executive leading the campaign 
to unseat Sir Alastair. 

The bank also said the matter 
was not discussed at last Sunday's 
weekly meeting of the bank 
steering group, which is held 
alternately in London and Paris. 


Eurotunnel takes wind out of P&O’s ferries 


PATRICK TOOHER 


The shipping, property and 
construction group P&O yes- 


terday reported a sharp drop in 
traffic on its cross-Channel fer- 
ry route in the face of increased 
competition from Eurotunnel. 

Analysts said the figures pro- 
vided further evidence that 
consolidation among ferry op- 
erators was only a matter of 
time. 

P&O said the number of 


tourist vehicles using its Dover- 
to-Calais service fell by 23 per 
cent in the first three months of 
this year, and the number of fer- 
ry passengers carried dropped 
by 17 per cent. 

“Carryings continued to fall 
as Eurotunnel’s Le Shuttle ser- 
vice approached its natural 
share of the market," the com- 
pany said. 

The news came as P&O de- 
nied reports that it was planning 
to merge its cross-Channel op- 


erations with its rival. Stena 
Sealink, in a bid to meet the in- 
creasing challenge of Eurotun- 
nel head-on. 

“We have absolutely no plans 
at present for such rationalisa- 
tion." a P&O spokesman said. 

But P&O has not ruled out 
the possibility of forming cost- 
cutting alliances at a later date. 
“We have always said rational- 
isation is inevitable on the 
cross-Channel route,” the 
spokesman added 


Stena Sealink also dismissed 
the stories, but its managing di- 
rector, Gareth Cooper, recent- 


However, it is understood that 
the issue of whether Sir Alastair 
should quit eariy has been dis- 
cussed recently by leading banks. 
Sir Alastair has told them be in- 
tends to fight for the rights of 
shareholders under French law, 
which gives less weight to tank 
creditors in a financial rescue. 

NatWest is one of four lead 
banks on toe steeting group han- 
dling negotiations on restruc- 
turing £8.1 bo of Eurotunnel 
debt. It is understood that two 
key French banks on the steer- 
ing committee. Credit Lyonnais 


from under the 
carpetbaggers 


NIC CfCUTTl 


fy said fierce price competition and BNP, have not been press- 
from Eurotunnel may force mg for Sir Alastair to leave earty. 
leading ferry companies to It also emerged that a 
restart merger talks. decision last week by Euro- 

The Government originally tunnel to switch brokers from 
blocked such a move between SBC Warburg to KJeinwort 
Siena and P&O three years ago, Benson was the final move in a 
but market conditions have complete severance of the corn- 
changed considerably since the 
tunnel was opened two years 
ago. 


Derbyshire and Cheshire build- 
ing societies yesterday joined a 
growing list of mutuals fighting 
i back against “carpetbaggers” by 
announcing they would refuse 
to open new accounts from in- 
vestors outside their regions. 

_ The move is aimed at deter- 
ring speculative account-hold- 
ers from disrupting the service 
offered by each society to ex- 


isting members. 
The decision 1 


patty’s connections with the 
investment tank. 

Comment, page 21 
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The decision by Derbyshire 
and Cheshire comes as the tiny 
National Counties, with just 
one branch in Epsom, Surrey, 
also said it was sending back 
cheques to hundreds of 
prospective account-holders. 

A spokesman for Cheshire, 
the 19th-largest UK society 
with 60 branches, said: “Re- 
cently, we decided that we 
would raise the balance 
to open an account to £2500 for 
anyone living outside our core 
Granada TV area, where most 
of our customers live. 


with some 310,000 savers and 
50,000 borrowers, was deter- 
mined to remain mutual. 

“We have introduced mea- 
sures to discourage specula- 
tive account openers and allow 
us to focus on a quality service 
to our proper customers in our 
own region," he said. 

“A general measure is that we 

will not open any accounts for 
people resident outside the so- 
ciety's normal operating area 
outside the wider Midlands.” 
The spokesman added that 
the society’s seven dtycentre 
branches would tor new open- 
ings other than its Crown ac- 
count, withafLOOOniinijnixm, 
or Capital Bond, with a £15JW0 
minimum, to anyone other than 
existing customers or those 
connected to them- 
National Counties move to 
send cheques back to prospec- 
tive members came after it was 
forced -last month to close its 
doors to all new accounts. 

The society, which has 15,000 
savers and 5,000 borrowers. 
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tar to Unfortunately, what we have ing reports that if it were taken 
found is that when you set lim- over, members might be entitled 
its like that it tends tomakepeo- to payments worth up to £4.500. 
-fSiS- pie think there is something John Milton, general man- 
8 oin fi on and they try even ager at National Counties, said 
- harder to open an account yesterday: “We have been over- 

“The inflow simply wasn’t whelmed in recent months by 
normal. Rather than raise ex- applications for new accounts, 
tot Eta pectations,wehavededdedto Speculative inflows are mis- 
‘-iVm*,™ st0 P people opening accounts placed and unwelcome. 

with us," the spokesman added. “The general reaction to our 
— A Derbyshire spokesman decision has been surprisingly 
— — Said his society, the 17th-forgest positive." 

missioning "• said one ministerial source! 
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There is puzzlement 
in the City as to why 
James Capet should 

;want to tie up £400m 

of Its capital in the 
Grid, hedged though 
the position may be.’ 


business 

Web of intrigue surrounds sale of Grid shares 


T>oth Hanson and James Canel were 

hmocence loudly last 
mgnt, but from this side of the feno- it k 

yesterday's £^553 SfVS 

E.®5 ? afc t m Nati °nal Grid with any- 

thing other than the utmost suspicion. ^ 

should £2“^ 

of these shares at all at 
th* price. Hanson is on record as believing 
t^Ubey are worth a lot more while the con* 
jMii^pianned demerger apparently solved 
the problem of the Government’s insistence 

£* i*!™* ^spose, of the shares within a 
year of the National Grid's flotation 

k P 5 MJ 2 r , j? James which says it 

has hedged the position with the Olian 

group of companies, a privately owned 

Athens-based concern that likes to dabble 
in derivative transactions of this son. It fust 
so happens that one Niven Duncan, a con- 
Kiltant to Olayan, used to be a non-execu- 
tiye director of Eastern Electricity. Hanson’s 
electricity arm. Coincidence? 

Whyyes, says Hanson’s Chris Collins, who 
insists that his company has no remaining 
beneficial or economic interest in the shares 
whatsoever. 

, , T hat's what he says, so we must believe 
ram, but there is still puzzlement in the City 
as to why James Capel should want to tie up 
£400m of its capital in the National Grid, 
hedged though the position may be. Does 
the hedge give Olayan, with its strong Saudi 
connections, any kind of an interest in the 
National Grid? Who does James Capel plan 


tosep them to? And is this a transaction that 
qualifies for normal market-making privi- 
leges? The situation demands further expla- 
nation, even if the answers ultimately prove 
entirely satisfactory. 

Littlechild goes out 
on his own 

H ere's a conundrum, 1995 was the year 
when the dectririty industry was con- 
sumed in a frenzy of takeover activity that 
saw shareholders rewarded royally and con- 
sumers by and large left out in the cold. You 
might have thought that any watchdog 
worth his salt would have something to say 
about this state of affaire and indeed Pro- 
fessor Stephen Litlkhild, the director gen- 
eral of electricity supply, does. 

His verdict is that 1995 was “another good 
year for electricity customers”. Complaints 
fell (unless you happened to be supplied by 
East Midlands Electricity, which was so busy 
downsizing itelf that it temporarily forgot it 
had any customers at all). Prices also fell 
(unless you happen to live in the North-west 
and get your juice from Norweb, which con- 
veniently discovered that it had “under- 
recovered” its costs the year before and so 
whacked up prices by 5 percent). 

Now Professor Littlechild is a contrary 
sort of regulator so perhaps we should not 
be loo surprised at his stout defence of the 
dectririty industry's record even as the evi- 


dence suggesting something less flattering 
is mounting before our eyes. Moans about 
quality of supply- power cuts to you and me 
- have not decreased in aggregate at alL 
Against Midlands and Yorkshire they have 
increased considerably since privatisation 
and they have more than doubled against 
Eastern. 

Professor Littiechild’s other bold assertion 
yesterday was that the industry was “on 
track” and ready to meet the deadline of 
April 1998, when the domestic market will 
be thrown open to unfettered competition. 
Professor Littlechild may believe this but it 
is virtually impossible to find anyone inside 
the industry or government who shares his 
faith. 

The opening up of the electricity market 
is likely to be so fraught with difficulties that 
it will make the Government's less-than- 
impressive attempts to liberalise the mar- 

ket look like a masterful piece of exec ution. 
It is just conceivable that the industry will 
have the systems in place by 1993 that will 
enable customers to switch off their local 
Rec and shop around elsewhere for supplies. 

But please don’t ask if the system is actu- 
ally going to be tested out on anyone resem- 
bling a real customer before it goes live in 
from of an audience of 23 million domestic 
consumers. 

Given the mixed reception competition is 
getting among gas customers in the South- 
west, proper trials might seem to be a pre- 
requisite. It is unclear whether we will get 


any. Regional trials are a non-starter 
because any Rec that is singled out as a test 
bed wiU claim competitive disadvantage. 
Nationwide trials took a better bet but any- 
thing resembling a decent sample wfll run 
the tsk that theRecs lose customeis for their 
coal-powered contracts in the franchise 
market. 

When competition was introduced into 
the 100 -kilowan market and above- a mar- 
ket that consists of just 50,000 customers - 
the result was such a dog's dinner that the 
accountants Coopers and Lybrand remarked 
that, if repented with the domestic market 

it spelled “potential disaster”. Professor Lit- 
tlechild's problem is that he has to believe 
I99S will happen. It was, after all, his obsti- 
nate belief that 12 independent Rees as 
opposed to a a handful ol .integrate delay- 
ers was the best' ’* 

that made him 
and PowerGen 

Nobody else has to share that view. Nor 
are they likely to. 

NatWest outgunned 
in the Channel 

TTiat was the coup that never was. The 
1 troops were marshalled, the ground 
prepared, the Sunday press briefed and 
er ...well, perhaps not yet chaps. At the last 
moment NatWest lost its nerve and aban- 
doned its whispering campaign to oust Sir 


such 


Alastair Morton as co-chairman of Euro- 
tunnel It s only possible to speculate cm why, 
since, as is usually the case with fafled coups, 
NatWest is now refusing to admit that any 

was ever hatched. 

it to say that the threat of legal ac- 
tion if it could be shownthat NatWest had 
become actively involved in the ma n a gem ent 
of Eorotunnd was a potent reason for 
hol ding back. By pushing for Sir Alastair*s 
removal, even in a roundabout sort of way, 
NatWest was perilously close to making it- 
self a shadow director of Eurotunnel, which 
in turn laid it open to action by angiy share- 
holders desperate for retribution from any- 
one with the money to pay. In French law, 
and to some extent British as well, NatWest 
might have been mode liable for what many 
shareholders insist was an essentially false 
prospectus. 

Presumably NatWest hoped that by re- 
movingSir Alastair it would gain a more com- 
pliant Eurotunn el board, one that could be 
bulldozed more easily into the kind of re- 
construction bankers, as opposed lo share- 
holders, want to see. 

It didn’t work. Sir Alastair is indeed 
planning to leave, but in his own good time 
and after negotiating a deal that ensures at 
least a proportion of the tunnel’s future cash 
flow is guaranteed (o its tong-suffering 
equity investors. Bankers might like to 
believe they still hold all the strings, but it 
is nice to know that just occasionally they still 
get out-manoeuvred. 


Cedric the Pig is indisposed but shareholders still unleash volleys of criticism during British Gas agm 

Controversy 
over fat cats 
dogs Brown 
to the end 


NIGEL COPE 

Cedric Brown, the controver- 
sial British Gas chief executive, 
finally stepped down from the 
company yesterday, although 
criticism of his pay, generous 
pension and stewardship of 
the accident-prone group 
dogged him to the end. 

Speaking after the company’s 
poorly attended annual meet- 
ing in Birmingham, Mr Brown 
said he planned to have a few 
days off, take up fishing and 
possibly write a book. 

“I’m going to enjoy life and 
spend some time with my fam- 
ily who have been very 
supportive." 

Asked if he was proud of 
what he had achieved at the 
company that he joined 43 
years ago he said: "I achieved 
what I set out to do. But oth- 
ers will have to judge.” 

He admitted that the *fat cat 1 
pay row bad wounded him but 
refused to apologise for the em- 
barrassment the scandal had 
caused the company. 

“Some of it did hurt. If you 
are a human being it is going 
to. There are probably very few 


business people that have ex- 
perienced that kind of thing. 
We’re not framed for it But you 
learn to cope with it and learn 
a lot about yourself.” 

Mr Brown, whose 75 per 
cent pay increase in 1994 
sparked the ‘fat caf contro- 
versy, declined to say whether 
he felt relief or sadness on his 
last day. “I am going to look 
. back al- the . whole 43 years and 
put the last two years in context 
There’s becira tot written about 
it and there’s nothing more I 
can say.” 

Mr Brown's retirement will be 
cushioned by a £240,000 annu- 
al pension and a £120,000 con- 
sultancy fee, as well as a 
chauffeur-driven car and staffed 
office. Although he has more 
than 700,000 stare options, most 
are worthless due to die low lev- 
el of the British Gas riiare price. 

British Gas had been braced 
for a large and unruly share- 
holders’ meeting alter last 
year’s event when nearly 5,000 
Investors descended on the 
Docklands Arena in London 
and a 20-stone pig gorged itself 
on a trough of shire options. 
This time only .500 turned up 



‘You team to cope with ft anti learn a lot about yourself: Cedric Brown bows out 


and Cedric the pig couldn’t 
make it The sow is heavily 
pregnant and was deemed un- 
fit for travel. 

Shareholders complained 
about the early 10am start and 
many were late, saying they 
couldn’t find the National Ex- 
hibition Centre. British Gas de- 
nied that it had deliberately 
timed the start to prevent a larg- 
er tnm-out and a potential re- 
peat of last year’s fiasco. 

Shareholders were divided in 
their opinion of Cedric Brown’s 
performance as chief executive. 


Most displayed a mixture of ei- 
ther anger or pity. Noel Fal- 
coner, a small shareholder who 
failed in his bid to be elected 
to the board, was the most vo- 
caL “Cedric Brown has been a 
disaster as a chief executive. He 
is a super engineer but he was 
promoted beyond his 
capabilities.” 

Another shareholder called 
for the whole board to resign: 
“1995 was disastrous for the rep- 
aration and image of British Gas 
and I believe the directors are to 
blame. They have made this 


company a laughing stock. Why 
don’t they all just go now?" How- 
ever, the chairman, Richard 
Giordano, said tire board was 
committed to canying on. 

Mr Brown did have some 
supporters. Mr Gibson from 
Glasgow said: “I am genuine- 
ly sorry to see Cedric Brown go 
today. The man has given 40 
years to this company, boy and 
man, and we should recognise 
that” Polite applause foDowed. 

Dennis Blakemore, a former 
water industry worker, who had 
cycled 23 miles from Stratford- 


Photograph: Newsteam 


up on- Avon to attend the meet- 
ing, was more critical, saying: 
*Td like just a fraction of lus 
pension. There must be people 
who could do a better job. I in- 
vested in this company as a kind 
of little Sid and have been wait- 
ing for the better times to 
come. They never have.” 

The company's customer 
service levels were also 
criticised as new figures from 
the Gas Consumers Council 
showed complaints about the 
firm’s supply and service had 
doubled u 1995. 


In Brief 


•Water groups under french control. General Utilities and SAUR 
Water Services, yesterday called for their proposed £75 m bid for 
Mid Kent Holdings to be referred to the Monopolies and Meti- 
ers Commission after the High Court refused to rule on the is- 
sue. Mid Kent, which runs water services for 540,000 people in 
the county, bad asked the court to uphold a 1991 undertaking 
by General Utilities not to increase its stake in the water com- 
pany above 195 per cent. The application followed a December 
announcement by General and SAUR, which together own 39 
per cent of Mid Kent, that they were ready to bid 440p a share 
m the absence of an MMC inquiry. The court decided the only 
person who could bring legal proceedings on the subject was Ian 
ijmg . President of the Board of Bade. Last night, he was said 
to be considering whether a referral was appropriate. Mid Kent’s 
shares were unchanged at 433p. 

•Affied Domecq, the UK drinks group, may buyout the major- 
ity shareholding in its French champagne associate Lanson Pcre 
et FQs from its parent Marne et Champagne. The decision on 
whether to proceed was said by an industry source yesterday to 
depend on the outcome of a court case between the two com- 
panies. Allied is suing the French owner for breach of contract 
over a distribution agreement for Lansons champagne. 

• Conrad Black, effective owner of The Telegraph newspaper 
group, has agreed to acquire seven newspapers on Canada’s 
Atlantic coast from the Thamson Corporation. The Ibronto-based 
Thomson also said it was in discussions with a potential buyer 
for seven daily papers in Ontario. The price of the latest deal with 
Mr Blade’s Hoffinger group was not disclosed. Last year, Mr Black 
bought 19 newspapers from Thomson. 

• Consumer confidence in the US is surging as anxiety about job- 
cuts and corporate d own-sizing shows signs erf dissipating. The Con- 
ference Board's index shot up to 1053 in April from a revised 98.4 
in March. The last time that the index was higher was in May 1990. 
The recovery in consumer sentiment is likely to extinguish any re- 
maininghopes on Wall Street of a cut in interest rates. And with 
inflationary pressures showing signs of gathering, some analysts 
are beginning to see a scenario for a rate increase. 

• Ian Lang, President of the Board ofThtde, yesterday launched 
an international campaign for global free trade. In a speech in 
London, Mr Lang outlined his “2020 vision” calling for removal 
of all remaining trade barriers by that year. It is the first time a 
trade minister from a leading industrialised nation has set a tar- 
get for achieving fully liberalised markets. Mr Lang’s speech, at 
a Britisb-American Chamber of Commerce lunch, underlined his 
determination that the international community should not lose 
the momentum achieved during the Uruguay round of trade talks. 

• General Accident has reached agreement with Union des As- 
surances de Paris (UAP) to buy its 99.9 per cent stake in UAP 
International AUgezneine and UAP International Lebensver- 
skherung for £61m cash. 


■ BT group in £L5bn Italian plan 


MICHAEL HARRISON 

British Telecom and its partners 
in the Italian telecommunica- 
tions joint venture AJbacom 
plan to invest up to £l-5bn 
over the next five 

are awarded a licence to prov^e 

the licence next year m com- 
petition with a groupmgled by 


rector of BT Global Commu- 
nications, said yesterday that 
Albacom would be in a prime 
position to take advantage of 
the liberalisation of the £IIbn 
Italian market as competitors 
are allowed to take on the 
duopoly of Tfelecom Italia and 
Olivetti. 

He was speaking as BT and 
the Italian bank BNL, joint 

owners of Albacom, confirmed 

they are to pay £71m for a 
2.4 per cent stake in Sflyio 
Berlusconi’s television empire 


Mediaset In return Mediaset is 
paying £22m for a 30 per cent 
stake in Albacom. 

Mr Mocfcett described the 
cross-shareholding arrange- 
ment as a marriage certificate. 
As a dowry, Mr Berlusconi is 
giving Albacom all the telecoms 
business of Fininvest, the parent 
company of Mediaset. . 

The deal wffl give BT access 
to Mediaset's microwave net- 
work, which consists of 1,800 
sites across Italy that could be 
used to launch a mobile tele- 


phone service. BT will also be 
able to take advantage of 
Mediaset’s three network na- 
tional television stations and its 
voice network. 

A Mediaset spokesman said 
the Albacom joint venture 
would initially target big Italian 
industrial groups such as Fat for 
their telecoms business. 

BT and BNL are also likely 
to sell off more of their hold- 
ing in Albacom, with Snam, the 
gas business of JEni, a possible 
investor. 


Lang backs pensions crackdown 


PETER RODGERS 

Business Editor 

The Government will incorpo- 
rate new proposals for much 
greater disclosure of directors' 
pension entitlements into the 
Companies Act, lan Lang, Pres- 
ident of the Board oTfrade, said 
yesterday. 

This followed confirmation by 
the Stock Exchange that it had 
agreed to changes in its rule- 
book to enforce recommenda- 
tions on pensions disclosure by 


the Institute and Faculty of 
Actuaries. 

The actuaries have come 
down in favour of a c om promise 
to satisfy the objections of big 
companies and the GBI and the 
Institute of Directors to their 
original proposal, which was to 
publish the full transfer value of 
directors’ pensions. 

The employers proposed wa- 
tering this down so only the 
amount of pension payable in 
retirement was disclosed in 
annual reports. 


Disclosure of capital values - 
essentially the cost of funding 
these pension payments - 
would be around 10 times as 
high and would lead to severe 
embarrassment for some com- 
panies. In the case of senior 
directors who take large pay in- 
creases near retirement, this 
could throw up muiti-nuflion- 
pound figures. 

After extensive consultations, 
the actuaries found opinion 


values and many companies 
following the CB1 line. 

The compromise to be 
adopted bythe Stock Exchange 
and the DTI is lo require com- 
panies to report the amount of 
pension payable annually in 
retirement, as the CBI wants. 

In addition, they must either 
give the capital value or enough 
further information for out- 
siders to make their awn cal- 
culations of the capital value. 
The information will cover at 
least seven headings. 
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the secret of overnight success. 
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First we collect you from your hotel or office and take you to the 
airport*. Then we pamper you with a First Class sleeper seat for 
unsurpassed comfort. And finally a limousine meets your flight 
on arrival. AH for a Business Class fere. 

And now due to the unprecedented 
success of rhe BusinessFirsr service 
there are more flights, giving you a 
choice of departure times to both 
New York and Houston from London Garwick. as well 
as the daily flight to New York from Manchester. All allowing you to relax 
totally and sleep soundly. See . • i ^ i 

your navel agent or call COlltlllCIltal 

Continental on 0800 747800. Airlines 
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Abtrust emerges as a new force 

The Investment Column 


Abtrust Emerging Economies has 

proved a disappointment since it 
floated al lOOp In November 1993. 
With a heavy weighting towards Latin 
America, the investment trust was 
unlucky in being hit by the Mexican 
peso crisis just ayear alter launch. In 
September 1994, on the eve of Mexi- 
co's financial melt-down, the largest 
part of the fund was in that country. 
That did not help net assets per share, 
which had slumped from I0l.8p to 
82.9p in the year to last September. 

But yesterdays half-way figures 
show that the trust is mounting a strong 
comeback. Net assets have surged 13 
per cent to 93.6p in the six months to 
March, easily outperforming the In- 
ternational Finance Corporation com- 
posite index of emerging markets, 
which was up less than 10 per cent in 
sterling terms over the same period. 

That performance has helped the 
fund overtake its peers among general 
emerging market funds. The average 
growth for the seven trusts monitored 
by the Association of Investment 
Inis is is 9 per cent over six months and 
IS per cent over 12. Abtrust, by con- 
trast. has notched up an impressive 26 
per cent advance since March of 1995. 

The fund's ou (performance has 
been helped by a definite move away 
from Latin America, where it is under- 
represented compared with rivals by 
around 5 percentage points. Whether 
by accident or design, Abtrust's deci- 
sion to place its bets on Asia has paid 
off. With 63 per cent of assets in that 
region in March, it has cashed in 
handsomely on Lhe sharp rebound in 
Far Eastern stock markets. 

Despite signs of a rebound in sen- 
timent towards Latin America, Abtrust 
is recycling those Asian profits into Eu- 
rope. the Middle East and Africa. It 
plans to drive up the proportion of as- 
sets in these regions to 15-20 percent 

But although the fundamentals are 
improving around the world, a more 
worrying aspect of the recent revival 
in emerging markets is the support pro- 
vided by the money flowing out of the 
developed markets in the US and Eu- 
rope into other ports of the world. If 
that prop is genuinely structural, seek- 
ing the superior long-term returns ex- 
pected from the old Third World, then 
it is good news. If those funds take flight 
at the first hint of the next Mexican cri- 
sis. the ride for shareholders in emerg- 
ing markets could be no smoother in 
the future than it has been in the past. 

In that event, investors will be bet- 
ter off in a general fund like Abtrust, 
even though the discount to net asset 
value has narrowed to 2 per cent, with 
the shares up 0.5p at 91 ,5p yesterday. 
Add in the value of the warrants and 
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AbLrust is less than Ip away from the 
original offer value. But investors seek- 
ing safety in these turbulent markets 
might prefer a bigger and more liquid 
fund such as Templeton Emerging. 

OD1 needs 
more focus 

The information eta being formed as the 
computing, media and telecommuni- 
cation worlds converge offers investors 
unli mi ted opportunities. The problem 
is that nobody knows w hat this new age 
will look like or how the technology will 
work, let alone who the winners will be. 
Some may not even be bom yet. 

For tiddlers like kiss-making electronic 
publisher On Demand Information to 
succeed they need to focus their ex- 
pertise on niche markets by selling either 
distribution (hardware) technology or 
information (software) cootenL 

Rather confusingly, Leeds-based 
ODI claims to be doing both. Its big 
idea is to revive the concept of the 
paperless office by developing con- 


stantly up-dated, on-line directories and 
brochures for Internet pages that save 
its corporate clients valuable storage 
space and retrieval time. 

Examples include the world s first sys- 
tem simultaneously to transmit images 
and speech over the World Wide Web 

- the fastest-growing part of the Internet 

- and a recent, four-year distribution 
deal giving BT the right to sell ODTs 
multimedia products aimed at the per- 
sonnel and construction markets. 

ODI is also looking to exploit op- 
portunities to build and update en- 
crypted company Web pages. Although 
Web page production is very much a 
cottage industry, multimedia consul- 
tants Durlacher estimate that the UK’s 
top 40,000 companies will be linked to 
the Web by the year 2000, spending 
up to £70,000 a year maintaining in- 
formation on their own site. 

To tap into this potential £22ibn mar- 
ket, ODI wants to hire another 60 staff 
on top of the 240 it already employs. 

That, and the prospect of maiden 
profits by the end of this calendar year, 
ought to be a good reason to subscribe 
to yesterday’s two-for-25 tights issue 
at 180p to raise £7m. It is, after all, the 


Emerging Economies : at a glance 


Asset allocation 

(March 1996 ) Indonesia 

10.9% 


Malaysia 

s% 


Other Asian 
25.1% 



Other Latin America 12% 


Mexico 

7.3% 


Share price 

rebased 140 


- Abtrust Emerging Economies 
— IFC Composite weekly price index In stBribig 



first cash call since the shares were 
floated al 78p in December 1993 and 
should see ODI through the next two 
crucial years. 

But ODI persists in being all thing 
to all people. It has four divisions in- 
volved in everything from interactive 
television, CD -Roms for training pro- 
grammes and healthcare videos. Un- 
til there is more evidence of focus, 
decline the rights. 

Pet City has 
further to go 

Pet City’s first results since joining the 
Alternative Investment Market at the 
end of last year were pretty much in line 
with expectations at the time of the 
flotation. 

Operating profits before store open- 
ing costs of £78,000 were up a fraction 
on last year’s first half after a 48 per 
cent rise in sales to £25.9m. 

After a slight slow-down in the rate 
of openings, the loss before tax for the 
six months to January was £293,000, 
down from £694,000. More impor- 
tantly, the company said its planned ex- 
pansion to 75 sites by the end of July 
1997, from the 39 trading currently, was 
on track, despite having fallen behind 
original expectations. 

The Pet City concept is intriguing, a 
chain of out-of-town pet superstores 
that the company boasts are “more like 
going to the zoo than just shopping". 
And the fledgling group has ambitious 
plans - a network of 300 stores is 
planned by the year 2003. 

That has already been reflected in the 
share price, which has risen more than 
a third from die 3Q0p placing price, after 
a sparkling ddbut when they jumped to 
a first-day premium of 55p. After an- 
other 20p rise, they closed yesterday at 
4I5p. 

On the basis of illustrative projec- 
tions, the company, which is aiming for 

by businesses such as B&Q and ibys 
R Us, could be making sales of over 
£200m and profits of about £9m by the 
year to July 1999. 

Assuming a full tax charge on that 
profit, the resultant earning s per share 
of about 25p would put the shares on 
a prospective price/earaings ratio of 
afoul 16 three years out 


Nadir keeps his distance 
for Polly Peck whodunit 

City Diary 


Old hat: Asll Nadir will be fielding calls from Cyprus 


for a company that is yet to prove 
its range, price advantage and “shop- 
ping experience” is enough to tempt 
shoppers out of the supermarkets. Pet 
Gty’s largest competitor. In the mean- 
time the shares are hi gh enough. 


John Willcock 

Asfl Nadir, the former Polly 
Peck boss who jumped bail 
on theft charges totalling 
£34m three years ago and 
flew to northern Cyprus, is 
back to answer his critics - 
by phone, lo mark the publi- 
cation of Who Killed Potty 
Peck; the corporate assassina- 
tion ofAsil Nadir, a tome 
written by Nadir’s business 
subordinate, Elizab eth 
Forsyth, be will take part in a 
telephone press conference 
on Thursday. 

Hacks will be able to quiz 
him about the book at a 
press centre in London while 
he fields the calls in Cyprus. 

It should be fiery stuff- Mrs 
Forsyth, a 59-year-old grand- 
mother, was jailed last week 
for five years after being con- 
victed Of handling £400,000 
stolen by Nadir. The original 
publication date of 2 April 
had to be ditched when 
Forsyth’s trial on charges of 
money-laundering went 
against her. She then bad to 
set to work with a ghost 
writer to write a last chapter. 

Yorkshire Water infuriated 
millions of customers yester- 
day by imposing a blanket 
county-wide hosepipe ban - 
mid then rejecting an invita- 
tion to sponsor a prayer for 
rain. A combined West York- 
shire choir at St Geor|e’s 
Hall, Bradford, is singing 
Mendelssohn’s oratorio, 

Elijah, on Saturday, and they 
approached Yorkshire Water 
for support 

A spokesman for the 

Oh to be a City spin doctor: Shandwick was handling the PR 
for British Gas at its AGM in Birmingham yesterday. After the 
meeting finish ed most of the Shandwick personnel hot-footed 
it back to the railway station. Not so Colin Duster, chairman 
of Shandwick UK, and James Poole, a director of Shandwick 
Consultants, who were whisked back to London in a helicopter 
- “for a new business meeting,” according to the firm. 

Dm liveliest moment of the AGM itself came when a Glaswe- 
gian shareholder a Mr Gibson, contrasted the success of BT 
with the problems of British Gas. Mr Gibson then added it was 
not up to Mm to praise an Edinburgh man - ST’S chairman 
Sir Iain Vallance. “You should see them,” be said. “They’re the 
most miserable people you ever meet There’s more life in a 
Glasgow ftmeraL” 



choirs said; “The work is ba- 
sically about heavenly relief 
from drought and famin e 
and contains the lines, ‘The 
deeps afford no water and 
the rivers are exhausted'. 
“We're going to use the oc- 
casion to pray for rain and 
thought it entirely appropri- 
ate to ask Yorkshire Water 
for some sort of support.'* 

A spokeswoman for York- 
shire water replied: “We trill 
have to rely on our own 
efforts to beat the drought" 

Nice to know that Glaxo 
Wellcome’s assets are pro- 
tected from the vagaries of 
the divorce courts. Earlier 
this year, it emerged that one 
of the giant dreg group's 
more unusual properties was 


a share in a home in the ex- 
clusive London district of 
Chelsea belonging to Sean 
Lance, the group’s supremo 
for Europe, Africa, the Mid- 
dle East and most of Asia. 
The latest accounts reveal 
Glaxo sank £75,000 in the 
property, but failed to men- 
tion that it related to a flat in 
Draycott Place, behind 
Sloane Square, the epony- 
mous haunt of young unmar- 
ried ladies seelang an entree 
into a higher class of drawer. 

Clearly if, heaven forbid, 
Mr Lance was to part com- 
pany with his wife. Glaxo 
could be exposed to (he risk 
that the estranged spouse 
might seek her share of the 
spoils from this plainly desir- 
able property. But the Inde- 
pendent can now reveal that 
such eventualities have al- 
ready been anticipated. 

An ante-nuptial contract 
between one Sean Ratrick 
Lance and his intended, 
made in Pretoria, South 
Africa, in 1990 has come to 
light Assuming there aren't 
two Sean Patrick Lances in 
the world, both hailing from 
South Africa, it would ap- 
pear that he keeps the prop- 
erty and Glaxo's asset is safe. 
Thank goodness for lawyers. 


In Brief 


• Aromascan. the digital aroma technology group, has teamed 
up with Mitsubishi Electric of Japan to form a five-year joint de- 
velopment and marketing agreement. Aromascan’s proprietary 
sensor technology will be a key element in the development of 
automated industrial process control systems. Mitsubishi has rev- 
enues of more than S36-5brt with strong positions in advanced 
micro-electronics and industrial automation. 

• Shares in SkyePharma, the new group run by ex-Medeva boss 
Ian Gowrie-Smith. will resume trading on the main market on 
Friday after nearly six weeks of suspension. Dealings on Aim were 
halted in March following news of the acquisition of private Swiss 
drugs group Jago. 

• Lucas moved lo quell speculation that Rover Group boss John 
Towers would be joining the group. A spokesman said; “It is purely 
media speculation. The recruitment process is not yet complete.’’ 
Mr Towers yesterday shocked the motor industry by resigning as 
chief executive of Rover. 

•Cray Electronics said yesterday it had had a satisfactory sec- 
ond half with profits in Cray Systems and P-E higher than in the 
first half. The company's cash position has also stabilised after 
a hoaw outflow in the first half. 

• Smith & Nephew had another strong day, with its shares up 3 
percent as the market warmed lo the fink-up with US group Ad- 
vanced Tissue Sciences. They will produce the first “off-the-shelf* 
biu-engineered human skin replacement. Dermagraft is target- 
ed at the $2-5bn market for the treatment of diabetic foot ulcers. 

• Shell plans to invest S75ra in India to manufacture and mar- 
ket petroleum products, natural gas. liquified natural gas and petro- 
chemicals in India. The Anglo-Dutch oil group has sought 
permission from the Indian government to set up a wholly-owned 
subsidiary in the country. 

• Cantab Pharmaceuticals has appointed Michael Redmond, a 
former executive director of Fisons, as a non-exccuiive directoc 
with immediate effect. 

• Boxmore International, the Northern Irish packaging group, 
is talking lo drugs giant Glaxo Wellcome about the purchase of 
part of its pharmaceutical printing and packaging businesses. No 
price was given. 

• Glaxo Wellcome has won approval from a key sub-committee 
of the US Food and Drug Administration for its new analgesic 
drug. Ulitva. used during anaesthesia 
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PATRICK TOOHER 

Shares in MAID leaped 26p to 
240p yesterday after the on-line 
business information provider 
signed an agreement with IBM 
to supply data through the com- 
puter giant's Internet service. 

The deal is the latest in a se- 
ries of alliances that have seen 
MAID link up with Bill Gates' 
Microsoft and other leading 
industry players such as Com- 
puServe, one of the largest con- 
sumer on-line information 
services. 

Speaking from California, 
where IBM is unveiling its strat- 
egy for the Internet, Dan Wag- 
ner, chief executive of MAID, 
said the revenue potential from 
the latest deal was “eye-pop- 
ping" but refused to give any 
numbers. 

“It has phenomenal implica- 
tions for us because we are so 
Liny," he said. “We have always 
believed that there are many 
complementajry distribution 
channels for our highly struc- 
tured databanks of valuable 
material which are more effec- 
tively reached aligned with 
others rather than in isolation.” 

He also hinted that more dis- 
tribution deals are in the 
pipeline. IBM will distribute 
MAID’s news and research 
databases through Infomarlcet, 
which is part of its new Inter- 
net-based corporate informa- 
tion services to be marketed 
world-wide through IBM’s ex- 
tensive network. “It immedi- 
ately places IBM as a major 
business information suppli- 
er," said Tom McClain, gener- 
al manager of IBM’s electronic 
content services division. 

In return, MAID will receive 
what Mr Wagner rail* “the 
lion's share" from the sale of 
data. 

MAID - short for Market 
Analysis and Information Data- 



base - supplies packaged, on- 
line services such as market re- 
search reports, brokers’ analysis 
and company statistics to busi- 
ness professionals for a fee. 

The shares have had a roller- 
coaster ride since being placed 
on the stock market two years 
ago at UOp. Investors balked at 
the idea of paying the original 
flotation price of 150p, which 
would have valued a company 
making profits of £600,000 at 
more than £120m. 

Winning favour in the City 
continued to prove elusive and 
the shares slumped to just 45p 
in June 1994. 

News of a joint venture with 
Microsoft to provide informa- 
tion services for Windows 95 
sent the shares sky-rocketing to 
a high of 354p, making them the 
best performers in the FT-SE 
All Share index last year. 

Last November MAID raised 
J38.4m in a US listing on the 
Nasdaq market, where tech- 
nology stocks enjoy a strong fol- 
lowing and a higher rating 
among investors. 

Mr Wagner remains unhap- 
py with the reception he re- 
ceived in the UK. “We have 
something of tremendous val- 
ue which is recognised in the 
US, but I’m not sure that is so 
in die UK, where we are still 
seen as a bit of an upstart." 


GRE takes over RAC insurance arm 


nic cfcum 

Guardian Royal Exchange, the 
UK insurer, yesterday sealed a 
£70m deal to take over RAC In- 
surance Brokers, the roadside 
assistance organisation's insur- 
ance arm. 

The deal allows GRE to use 
the RAC’s name to maiket its 
financial service products to 
the club's six million members 
and to the public. The arrange- 
ment will last for 10 years and 
is renewable. In return, the 
RAC will market its own prod- 
ucts to GRE customers. 

The takeover, the first of its 
kind, marks a fresh twist in the 
telebone insurance war which, 
despite its rapid expansion in 
the past few years, has been 


dominated by a handful of com- 
panies including Direct Line 
and Churchill. 

GRE expects that the RAC 
broking arm's 325,000 cus- 
tomers will mostly or wholly 
switch their policies to 
Guardian Direct, me company's 
telephone insurance arm. By 
buying customers in this way, 
GRE is bypassing the need to 
build up a base by means of its 
own underwriting and market- 
ing skills alone. 

The RAC’s broking arm will 
continue to trade under its RAC 
brand name, but will benefit 
from Guardian Directs under- 
writing and customer service sys- 
tems. In turn, the sale relieves 
the RAC of its own broking arm 
at a time when several nation- 


al insurance brokers, including 
S win ton and AA Insurance, 
have faced difficulties in com- 
peting with direct insurers. 

Last year, the AA’s motor in- 
surance arm admitted losing 
millions of pounds for the first 
time in the wake of the contin- 
uing premium war and mass de- 
sertions by its customers. 
Swinton has been forced to 
close branches and set up its 
own telephone broking service 
to compete with the opposition. 

Nefl Johnson, chief executive 
officer at the RAC, said: 
“Guardian Royal Exchange has 
demonstrable strengths in 
brand development and mar- 
keting. I am delighted that its 
philosophy is in tune with our 
own thoughts of how to devel- 


op the brand to enhance ser- 
vices to RAC members. This 
new alliance will bring real 
benefits to both organisations 
and their customers." 

John Robins, group chief ex- 
ecutive at GRE, said: "This 
agreement adds an extremely 
powerful brand to our market- 
ing. GRE will strengthen con- 
siderably its positioa in the 
direct writing market in the UK. 

The deal, which was helped 
by Phoenix Securities, involves 
a £50m payment ty GRE to the 
RAC. In addition, GRE takes 
on £4.7m of RAC Insurance 
Services' debt. A further £18m 
win be paid by GRE depending 
on the number of policies re- 
newed by RAC policyholders 
through GRE. 


Colonial float offers share bonanza 


Colonial Mutual, the large Aus- 
tralian insurer, yesterday an- 
nounced plans to float the 
company before the end of the 
year, entitling its 350,000 policy- 
holders in the UK to free shares 
worth an average of £1,500 
each, writes Nic CiciittL 

The company’s plan to seek 
a stock market listing follows an 
agreement with the Australian 
government in the wake of its 
A$576m (£290m) purchase of 
State Bank in 1993. 

David Adam, chairman of 
Colonial, said the decision to 
float had also been conditioned 
by the company's long-term 
plans to diversity and obtain 
ready access to capital. 

He told members at yester- 
day’s annual meeting: “The 


mutual structure was originally 
developed to allow people with 
similar needs to join and satis- 
fy those needs together. 

“But with changing attitudes 
to savings and retirement secu- 
rity, the whole of the product 
range of participants in the in- 
dustry has to change and broad- 
en. It has not been possible, even 
if it had been desirable, for any 
company to limit itself to what 
Us original business was as a mu- 
tual and still remain viable." 

Mr Adam said policyholders 
would be able to cast their 
votes at an extraordinary gen- 
eral meeting planned for No- 
vember. If the vote is in favour, 
the issuing of shares in the 
company would lake place 
shortly after. 


Colonial Mutual founded in 
1873, is Australia’s sixtb-laigest 
insurer with some AS34bn un- 
der management It reported 
earnings of AS 726m in 1995. 

The company yesterday re- 
fused to give any indication of 
its likely value at flotation. 
However, some Australian an- 
alysts yesterday valued the corn- 
party at A$lJ-2bn. 

If any shares distribution 
were based on equal amounts 
for all each of its 750,000 eli- 
gible policyholders could receive 
shares worth £1,500. In practice, 
payouts are likely ro be based 
on their length of time as pol- 
icyholders. together with the 
type and amount of any 
investment. 

In the UK since 1886, Colo- 


nial Mutual runs a 500-stron 
direct salesforce phis 50 ap 
pointed representatives from ii 
headquarters in Chatban 
Kent. Total premium income i 
1995 was £7?.?m l while its Ul 
funds under manageroer 
reached £3bn. The company rt 
cently launched a telephom 
based mortgage service in th 
country. 

The insurer has 500,000 po 
icyholders in the UK, of whoi 
two-thirds will be eligible fc 
benefits. The remainder wi 
not be counted as members be 
cause they have the wrong typ 
of polity. 

A company spokesman sai 
before demutualisation too, 
place approval had lobe sough 
m Colonial's jurisdictions. 


Mnnhrr HSBC Gmup 

f sue saio. ~wnen i realised 
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STROUD1& SWINDON 

MORTGAGE COMPANY LIMITED 


NOTICE OF MORTGAGE INTEREST RATE CHANGE 

The Company’s variable rate of mortgage interest 
will decrease by 0.25% from 1st May 1996. 

This notice is applicable to borrowers of the Stroud & Swindon Mortgage 
Company Limited whose mortgage payments are updated annually. 

The effect of this and any other changes this year will be included in 
the Annual Update of payments in January 1 997. 


Head Office: Rowcroft. Stroud. Gloucestershire GL5 3BG. Tel: (01453) 75701 1 
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FT-SE-100 
3.817.9+8.7 
FT-SE250 
4351.8 -2.Q 
FT-SE 350 
1,931.7 +3.2 



market report/shares 


: SEAQ VOLUME 
lJL2bn shares, 
32,899 bargains 
: Gifts Index 

r;: 92.57 -0.14 
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Perfect skin puts Smith & Nephew in high-tech glare 




Smith & Nephew, the health- 
care group which has enjoyed 
many spectacular takeover 
nms, could be about to assume 
a new role — biotech hotshot. 

Its skin-growing link with a 
US group could move S&N to 
the cutting edge of health de- 
velopment making its shares 
a much more realistic play 
Jan many of the over-hyped 
drug hopefuls where bhie-sky 
considerations represent most 
of the share price. 

S&N, long seen as an obvi- 
ous target for the US health 
group Johnson & Johnson, 
gained 4.75p to 193.25p, a 
two-day uplift of 7.75p, a re- 
markable advance by a group 
which normally has to be con- 
tent with fractional 
movements. It has linked with 
Advance Tissue Sciences of 
California, which has discov- 
ered how to grow skm from 
human cells held in “tissue 
banks'*. The process should be 
on the market next year. 


However, (he S&N link has 
not impressed all followers. 
Some believe it, like the drugs 
giant Glaxo Wellcome, neecte 
a significant acquisition to 
keep its products momentum 
rollmg. .• 

The rest of the stock market 
had an uneventful session, 
even though the FT-SE 100 in- 
dex made headway and volume 
topped 1.1 billion shares. 

Footsie rose 8.7 points to 
3,817.9, shrugging on worries 
about tomorrow's elections. 
Indeed, the market takes the 
view that yet another Tbry 
rout could inowip> p f ps s m re for 
lurking predators to get their 
bids done and dusted before 
Labour £new or old) arrives in 
the corridors of power. 

Blue chips for once out- 
paced supporting shares, with 
the FT-SE 250 index falling fior 
the second day running. 

Turnover was inflated by 
Hanson’s possible sale of 125 
per cent of National (Hid and 



MARKET REPORT 

DEREK PAIN 

Stock market reporter 
of the year 


a legacy from the Rent- 
okfl/BET confrontation. Grid 
turnover ballooned to 236.6 
million shares; Rentokil to 
90.06 million. The Grid price 
rose 6p to 205p and Hanson 
was just a shade firmer at 
197p. 

Smi fhVHiM» Beech— i, brief- 
ing analysts in Belgium and ex- 
pected soon to get approval for 
a heart treatment from the US 
Food &I>rug Administration, 
moved ahead 8-5 p to 704_5p. 
FDA approval of Glaxo’s Ul- 
tra anaesthetic lifted the 
shares 13 -5p to 806p. British 
Biolech, with meetings later 
this month on its cancer treat- 
ment, stretched to new highs , 
up 50p at 2&25p. 


TI Group, meeting fund 
managers under the Klein- 
wort Benson umbrella, re- 
sponded with a lOp gam to 
547pJV(AJQ) climbed 26p to 
240p (after 264p) on its IBM 
deal Ladhroke declined 7_5p 
to 1955p as the possibility 
was accepted that any hotel 
deal may not lead to a bid and 
Body Shop International held 
at 161p after noticing the 
Stock Exchange that its figures 
would be released tomorrow. 

British Airways continued to 
fret about the possibility of a 
rights issue, falling 8p to 519p. 
National JVwer ignored South- 
ern's request for a list of share- 
holders, losing lOp to 561p. 

Argos, the stives group, was 


the best-performing blue chip, 
gaining 21p to 469p, with the 
market allegedly short of stock. 
Moss Bros, the cktfhicg retailer 
long seen as a possible bidder 
for Austin Reed, rose 2Sp to 
938p. An upbeat retail sales 
survey helped. 

Tbocadero. confirming its 
Enid Blyton deal, held at 72p 
and Pan Andean Resources, 
seeking oil in Bolivia, surged 
lip to Sip ahead of tomor- 
row's expected assessment 
from its dominant partner, the 
Australian BHP gumt- 
More arrivals on AIM. Wa- 
terfaD, a leisure group placed 
at 45p, reached 56p. The com- 
pany, 25 per cent owned by 
First Leisure Corporation, has 
20 snooker dubs and runs 
three nightclubs. FNR. with 
forestry interests in the former 
Soviet Union, touched 39p 
from a 35p placing. 

eco, the money broker. 
3p to 103p, reflecting di- 
ir buying, but Perpetnal's 


Exco, 
rose 
rector buying. 


heady run came to an end with 
a 30p fall to 2,44 3p. 

Battered Cray Electronics 
recovered 5p to 48p following 
a positive trading statement 
and Knox D’Arcy, the invest- 
ment trust born out of the re- 
mains of Ingham, once a car 
parts and worsted business, re- 
turned at 36p, just above the 
suspension price. 

Knox D’Arcy is a firm of 

management consultants with 

an impressive record of com- 
pany turnarounds. It intends to 
use its quoted vehicle as an in- 
vestment trust specialising in 
hard-pressed groups. 

David Whelan, the former 
footballer who runs JJB 
Sports, is the latest to cash in 
on sporting shares. He and his 
wife, Patricia, netted around 
£2Jkn Croon the sale of 394,000 
shares at 715p. Last week the 
sports shops chain produced 
profits up 70 per cent to 
£ 12.9m. The shares shaded 3p 
to70Sp. 


TAKING STOCK 


[^Stockbroker Ncflson Cob- 
bold, based at Liverpool, at- 
tracted attention. The shares, 
which arrived on AIM at 
145p fax October; rose 40p, 
hitting a 270p peak. The 
group, which has an invest- 
ment management operation, 
reported profits of £884,000 
for last yeas. With a £7-2m 
market valuation it could be 
a target as the financial in- 
dustry is reshaped. 

□Queens Moat Houses, the 
hotel gronp, continues to 
gather Continental support. 
A mystery Swiss investor who 
has been playing in the 
shares has picked up 33 mil- 
lion, lilting his interest to 
13.8 per cent. The general 
view is that the Swiss involve- 
ment is passive, with the 
shareholder banking on 
Q Mil’s recovery. Yet some 
wonder whether the stake will 
be a platform for one of the 
predators, said to be circling. 
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GRAND PRIX 
'96 RAGE 
SCHEDULE 


San Marino GP 

May 5 

Monaco GP 

May 19 

Spanish GP 

June 2 

Canadian GP 

June 16 

French GP 
June 30 
British GP 
July 14 
German GP 
July 28 

Hungarian GP 

August 11 

Belgian GP 
August 25 
Italian GP 
September 8 
Portuguese GP 
September 22 
Japanese GP 
October 13 


Michael Schumacher on Jacques VHIeneuve’s tail at the Nurburgring on Sunday 


The latest scores and results 


J acques VtUeneuve won the 
European Grand Prix in mag- 
nificent style, holding off 
Michael Schumacher despite a 
recalcitrant gearbox to take his first 
grand prix victory in fine style. But 
Dream Team rewards drivers for 
their performance over the entire 
grand prix weekend, so when the 
scores were totted up, Vflleneuve’s 
total of 26 (including five points for 
Driver of the Day) was eclipsed by 
his team-mate’s score. 

Damon Hill did not drive a good 
race on Sunday, as he would be the 
first to admit He fluffed the start 
made a 20-second precautionary 
pit-stop for an imaginary puncture, 
and then clobbered tKe mobile chi- 
cane known as Pedro Diniz. Yet he 
set fastest lap in his pursuit of 
David Coulthard, and that, to- 
gether with his utterly dominant 
performance in qualifying and the 
warm-up gave him a total score of 


29, taking his dream team total to 
an awesome 114. It may be early 
days yet but it is hard to see a 
Dream Team without Hill on 
board topping the table at the end 
of the season. 

The aforementioned Coulthard 
had endured a miserable season 
before the Nurburgring, but pulled 
out all the stops to impress the 
Mercedes big-wigs on their home 
territory. He made a rocket-like 
start and later in the race held off 
the much faster Hill to secure an 
important podium positioa 

The much-hyped Heinz-Harald 
Frentzen, tipped by insiders for a 
Williams drive next season, once 
again performed poorly in his na- 
tive land. He may be quick, but he 
has got to find the knack of 
finishing races. His team-mate 
Johnny Herbert, outshone by 
Schumacher at Benetton last year, 
is starting to match Frentzen’s per- 


DRIVER OF 


DAY: Jacques Villeneuve 


/ • 


. ' As Mchad Scfaimacher sliced great 
chunks off Jacques yiDeneamfs 
leaid in the closing stages of the 
' Grand Prix of Europe, the GdtP 
' ; miui’s ferxsassiunedtiiat it was 
. only a *rnatter pf time before 
fttirman took first place from 
- the ttpStart Canarfian. Sdiu- 
. machci; asJean AteSi fo und last 
ycan daes not fiketd be denied at 
• the Nurburgring. - . 

Bat ViBeaeuve is no pushover. His back- 



ground isjmJMycars, wheretherac-.. 
unigfs always tight and defending 
a narrow lead isa way of life, and 
the yotmg Canadian used every 
trick In the book to keep the. 
VfiBiaxns ahead of the looming 
scarlet Ferrari for a first grand 
prix wm at only Ms fourth at- 
tempt So what if he’s geeky 
wears^ecsandmsistsonaTacesml - 
two rizestoo big? He’s a racer, and a 
deserving driver of the da^ 


formances, and the German’s 
credibility may suffer. 

Pedro Diniz drove in his usual 
slow, b linke red manner but once 
again got his Ligier to the finish, 
albeit having bounced off Damon 
HUI en route. He continues to rack 


up the Dream Team points, and re- 
mains a good cheap pick. Other 
strong performers in the bargain 
basement were Diniz’s fellow 
Brazilian Ricardo Rosset, and Mi- 
nardi’s £2m-rated Giancarlo 
Fisichella. Right at the back of af- 


Team 
Position 
Check line: 
0891 891 
800 


Results & 
Top 50 
Teams: 
0891 891 
807 


WIN a drive in a 

Grand Prix car 


Calls cost 39p per 
rrtinu»e cheap rale, 
*J9p per minute at all 
other times. 

Rules are as 
previously published 
and ore available on 
request. 


The Dream Team 
manager with the highest 
number of points at the 
end of the Grand Prix 
Championship season wiU 
win our top prize - a drive 
in a G50bhp FI car. 

You will be flown to the 
AGS team’s training school 


in the south of France for 
the most exhilarating 
experience of your life. 
Hie school specialises in 
FI courses and provides 
all the racewear and 
instruction you w9 
need for a day drlvhig FI 
and other single seat cars. 





Nineteen teams 
are in |olnt 1st 
postHion with 198 
points and thirty- 
one teams are in 
joint 20fh position 
with 187 points. 


Fru-Fru People 6 
Schuey’s Shadow 
Fox's Flyers 
Tfeam Mac 
Spore Heity 
Curtis Cruisers 
Ocean 

The Aky Spondies 
F Juan 
Ice 

FI Oily 

ADS Grand Prix 
Racing 

1 Doole’s Dealings 
1 Le-Sport 
1 Points Make Prizes 
Racing 


Settles Follies 
Damon’s Demons 
Ticker’s 'Ey Hard 
Amazing FI 
Engineering Limited 
20 Mark 1 
20 BighiH Racing 
20 The Spoilers 
20 Karvey Tfeam 
Racing 

20 BJ Werbangers 
Racing Tfeam 
20 Goody Gumdrops 
20 The Williton 
Afterburners 
20 Herbert Grand Prix 
Tfeam 1 

20 Louie’s Fan Club 
20 Chapman’s 
Chargers 

20 Tyrrell’s Tyrants 
20 Prolapse Racing 
20 Morgan’s Team 
20 Come On Dad 
20 PJW Racing 


20 Allegro Racers 
20 Eagles 
20 Nick’s Nitros 
20 Mark’s Merry Men 
20 Visa FI 
20 The Thrmac Eaters 
20 Slipstream 
20 HOl’s Angels 
20 Peter’s Perfect First 
20 Formula Feel Good 
20 Hipala Racing 
Tfeam 

20 Blue Healers 
20 Driving Force 
Racing 

20 Riley’s Radicals 
20 Apricom Fun 
House 

20 No More Excuses 
Grand Prix 



Photograph: Mike Hewrtt/Allsport 


fairs were the Forti drivers, who 
were unable to lug their ungainly 
devices to within 107% of Damon 
Hill's pole position time and 
packed up on Saturday night - a 
process to which they may wellbe- 
come accustomed. 


Grand Prix 

Shopping 

List 


POINTS SCORED 


DRIVERS 



£25n 

1 M Schumacher 
£23m ; 

2 J Alesi 

3 D HIH . 

£20m 

4 G Beiger 

£18m 

■ 5 D Coulthard' . - 

6 E Irvine 

7 J-Villeneuve . 

£13m 

SMHakWnen . 

9 H H Frentzen 
£K>n . . 

10 M Bnindle 

11 RBatfcheno 

12 J Herbert 

; _ 

13 M Salo 

14 PLamy 
£4oi 


19 


0 




4 " 


ir 


-4 

51 


tti 

-1 


-1 

9 


1C 

12 

5 


O 

12 


16 U Katsyama 



17 J Verstappen . 

. ■•-I;'- 


18 0 Ranis 

-3 


£3m 

‘ ; . . • 


19LBadoer 



20 R RtBset - 



21 A Montermini 



£2m ■- 

’ % ] J. 


22 G Fisichella 

5 


23 V.Sospiri ■ . 



24 T Marques 



25 F Lagprce • . .. 

6 V 


26 H Noda 

0 


27 T Inoue . .. 

.0 


£ln 



28 M Blundell ‘ 



29 J-C Bouillon 

p 


30 K Brack 



31 K Burt 

0 


32 E Collard 

O 


33 N Fontana 

0 


34 DFranchitti 



35 N Larini 

0 


36 J Magiussen 



37 A Prost 

0 


38GTarquihi 



39 K Wendlinger 

0 


w 1 1 y f f i f 


£20m . 



40 Benetton 

6 


41 WiHiafns 

20 . 


£18n 



'42 Ferrari . . . 

•r 


£15m 



,43WcLafen 

• .-14.. 


£14m 



44Sauber . " 

it^:; 


45 Jordan 

13 


:-£L6iH • . 

. .7.*-;- 


46 Ligier 

-3 


£6m - 

-f 


47 Tyrrell 

0 


£Sm 



48 Arrows 

-1 


£3m , 


mm 

49 Minardi 

0 

B 

£ln 

' 

■ 

50 Forti 

0 

EM 


^ger 


CO 


JOT 


n 1 4*tr 


-J*' 


i !■* !» 
» • *?»> 


:v. 




_V 


ft' 


iV - 1 


* -.i ■» 


1 •- %. -1T-V0 


X . V 


j V.- - ' 






*.«, j 


,ii. 


VV* , 
, jv 


a.T_v , 


■ v* ■ - 

r .c •- ' 
Wlv . 

: 

- (5— ^ 

■ !*» ' 

' ‘ ' 
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JOIN OVER 23,000 READERS WHO ARE PLAYING FORMULA 1 DREAM TEAM 

See Thursday's and Friday's paper on how to register tor the San Marino Grand Prix on 5 May 


I Miesaiu. wneu lr 


-^nn^u.Tri 


tors breached tne iv/ft huro- have|to amend legislation birth certifiatesmd 


niisacmmglKA weapons. : - j ._ saidone nurusteriai source. 



£26m 

51 Renault 
£18nt 

52 Ferrari 

£15m 

53 Mercedes 

£12b 

‘54. Peugeot 

£10bi 

55Mugen T 

£8m 

56 Ford V10 

£6m 

57 Vbniaha; “ 

£4m 

58 Haft - 

£3m 

■ 59,Rjfd Zetec V8 

£2m 

.60 Ford ED V8 
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sport 


Trigger cocked for reprisal 


Racing 

GREG WOOD 

Punters like Double Trigger, 
and they like his trainer, too! 
Mari; Johnston is in the veiy 
simple business of saddling win- 
ners, sackloads of them, and 
backers who have followed his 
Middleham yard in recent sea- 
sons are among the few who 
may actually look forward to 
their monthly bank statement 
Nor is it simply Johnston’s 
prolific success which appeals, 
but also the fact that, as befits 
a resident of North Yorkshire, 
he is not given to talking in ife 
and huts. Between them, he and 
Double Trigger, winner of the 
stayers’ Triple Crown last sea- 
son, make a formidable team, 
so the trainer’s comments pri- 
or to his horse’s seasonal debut 
at Ascot this afternoon wflj be 
taken to heart by any backer 
with an ounce of sense. 


Despite a series of victories 
Jast year which commenced in 
odaysrace. the Sagazo Stakes. 


, _7 — — in men 

end-of-tenn report This was lit- 
tle short of a travesty in many 
eyes, not least Johnston’s, and 
Double Trigger's 1996 cam- 
paign will be aimed at promo t- 
mg him to the top of the pile. 

. The Ascot Gold Cup winner 
gives at least 41b to several use- 
ful rivals, including Sanmartino 
winner of the Ebor as a thread 
year-old last season and appar- 
ently improving all the tone. 
None the Jess, his trainer gave 
few signs of nerves yesterday. 

“Double Trigger will be un- 
der a lot of pressure tomorrow 

m a situation where nothing bnt 

a win will do," Johnston said, 
“but even with his penalty and 
allowing for the fact that the 
handicappeTs under-Tate him , he 
still comes out 71b clear of his 


* 


* 


nearest rivaL" The defeats m the 
Pm da Cadran and Melbourne 
Cop which look some of the 
shine of his 199S season now 
seem to have been fbgonen. “He 
is absolutely fine now and if any- 
thing he has shown in his work 
that he is better than ever." 

The familiar figure of Jason 
Weaver will partner Double 
Trigger today, but Weaver's 
commitment to Johnston will 
force him to abandon his part- 
nership with another popular 
runner, the sprinter Hcvcr Goff 
Rose, when she reappears at 
Newmarket on Saturday. Wea- 
ver most ride Johnston's Dou- 
ble Quick in the Palace House 
Stakes, but he will need to live 
up to his name to cope with 
Hever Golf Rose, who won 
eight races last term including 
the Prix de 1'Abbaye at Long- 
champ. 

The ride now passes to Paul 
Eddery, who won on Hever 
Golf Rose in Germany last 


year. “He knows the horse well 
and he’ll do for me,” Joe 
Naughtoo, her trainer, said yes- 
terday. “He is a very good jock- 
ey who doesn't get the breaks 
he deserves. Hever Golf Rose 
is very well though obviously she 
will improve for the run and it 
will not be a walk in the park 
on Saturday. I have not had a 
winner on the turf yet. but my 
horses normally find their fonn 
from May onwards." 

The Palace House should 
provide a worthy support act to 
Saturday's main event at New- 
market, the 2,000 Guineas. Wa- 
tering, which draws on the 
trade’s own bore-hole and reser- 
voir, continued yesterday, and 
the going remains good, while 
away from the course punters 
were interested in Mark Of 
Esteem, Godolphm's contender 
for the first Classic. Ladbrokes, 
who opened up at 10-1 yester- 
day morning, were down to 6- 
1 by mid-afternoon. 




J HYPERION 

230 Tawaaded 

305 Sanmartino {nb) 

3-40 MASTER CHARTER (nan) 


4JLQ Kingssiger 
4*40 Tarawa 
5ul5 TOaal 


GOING: Good m Firm. 

■ RjghUond course wttfi testing ophm finish. 

“ 1 A32p ^ Sutton Kfiotas li>e conoe. ADMISSION: 

MP‘25*** fare, Grandtod nriPtMock 

58. aJvu R ing 56. CAE PARK; Partdng areas number's I.2&3S4, remainder tm. 


S yrni KDNNEBS: J Dmlep - 24 winners from 1 14 runner* 

i success rado of 21. I* and a profit loaJU iewf slake of S44A6: SHsnoa - 18 nh>- 
nen*. -02 runners, 8 '<V S 43 . 99 ; J Gmden - 17 winners, 1 17 numexs, 14.5%, -537.10; M 
SUmle - I ft winners, ] 45 nmnere, 1 1 .5%, -£40 02 , 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: Pat Eddery - 32 wins, 210 ride*, 152%. +£10-80; W Car- 
son - 30 win*, aw rides. 1 4.8%, -MtUfi; L Dettori -27 wing, 213 rides, 12-7%, +58.96; 
M Robert* -33 win#. J 88 rates, -JITiWS. 

BLINKERED FIRST TIKE: WUd Palm (5.151. 

WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DATS: None. 

LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: Angm-C (5.1 51 bas been sent 267 mile# Ha M Bwfcy Ores 
I Jnjjdale, Cleveland. 


A tatfi draw has bean an arirenae* In Vita oca In raoantyeai^ but FRINGE BABAR can 
war &nm Hal rine. the fair KinR ccQ, be ridden by PH Eodn^ had imy smart tom) as 
a juente whan trstoad ty Gavin PrttctanFGOfdon. being ptaced behind Fsst Trump In the 
Atfy States at N ewm ai te c t and hfearBadeys in iheWnaga Sales at Gooawood and lhen 
wrnrti^ma •mjeUe Piaget DDrtrotn 17 mais cmr me snlRtn seven farter*) at Daauvna. 
Prince Babar ran only tmee m 1994 and missed all tate season, but a nen nai at War- 
wroi^ his flat tor Jac* Bates, saw Mica Baber finish an anecua 0 rgtoati to VMron Area- 
rite. M as ter Orerter aril have irianfytfsHrocrtreafcflDiilriganprastevewfasalN c wc a iaB 
and Pontefract tha season. He came flora a long way off me pace to wan easdy whet had 
looted a tw hondcap Iasi tone and ha will ba doing al Ns best wodi at the death agtfv 
Ben wdh a 6 tt> penalty, he is wei ha n dcappe d . Cftartfe SOet, who faded to get MO the 
Lincoln, ta a ihtey sort tar tha. Ha loots Ml hendcapped jiret Bb Mgrerthan whan van- 
ning a 21-naner race at Doncasnr on Ns Anal start last jeer (Htotar Fhre gyas irirah and 
Uteri). Qto ntaa Da e tewre la on* deoera met* judged on to bret tarn or tare y ear a Tgtfre 
switch to Reg Atefturetvtei not pwoff vypotertta baeteis. (taring Ifetret runneMip In 
The Lincoln and third to tow at Newmwt i should not be tar away again but lust lw« 
enoutfi m&r. Delta SoteR, fifth n iha Lincoln, stated do better tflhe ground does not 
gat too testing, rente Bae^sg Martost can be fancied on Ns fourth to Tarawa, abhougi 
din Imrrrlfriiitirn rmTjmr mu m prrtii ntnrr fTnter I fitly iirrn tan— |pri mi 
flatei and has Rateris Dettori doing the pushing, white die booling te* ( 8 c* Nnane auggsss 
agiodteiosre^ is egietol fro m (fr tactafc b aia ai la m .7ha farm u n fa ta l’a NawoBBtemalri- 
en wnhaa bear boosted by the sutaequertmn* of the placed horeet and he Is yet an- 
other with every chanca. SatactioiE PRINCE BABAR 


GARTER CONDITIONS STOKES (CLASS B> £My500 added 
2YD5T 

1 BUS(Z7)n(MnMBriqSGLewa91 

12 NNBseem(Z7)mmW49mui9UCtain9i 


O Qn| INSULPAK CONDITIONS STAKES (CLASS B) frygfrfryj 
£13j000 added 3YO fflfes lm (Round) 


i (Round) 

1-2 WSS RnnERA (19) mULC Pearce) GM% 90 

12 MORE THAN YOU KNOW (193] (Bob LricraorURItemon 90- 
1 SADN B 8 l (12) (Ncftoks Jones! JDUdCp 90- 


0-1 TAWAADED (14 (htandan A 1 Uateuni P YU^n 9 0 - 
4 2 REALU a DREW (14) (Peter R ftachanb M Scute 8 11. 


-NJI 


1 POUT RXlT FAS) (Z3] (□} (Dank DyconQ B IttnanS 11 
RAJIIE GPDtMD JT A Fbma« N CteWtol 8 B 
MANGUSStewbuylteSRSBridtsUd] KCwne^am4oMi8& 
SMOier PSE (I G DM) R Haim 8 & 

16 BCHAKBKEW(r«(m(AteaukrMKea* 4 CMHiS& 
-7 



I Ban, 6-2 Ma0h0r, 5-a.HNHe 9nta4 Staitey Pata, 32-1 Wy Foot Amt H-l 


OStANT (MSS (USA) MW Pme RM Stow) H CecS 8 8 . 
-Si 


JtaBfctayl 


BE1TWB: 7-4 Hsian! Oasis, 4-1 Italy A Dram, HYtaatesA 5-1 Horn Tbm Yoe Kaaa, 64 Sate 
Mtas 

1995: A La Cane 3881 Rad 10-1 (1 (Xnlop) 10 on 

form aunt 

DISTANT OASIS is reported to have been ptoaslr« Henry CecS and this well-bred Green 
Desen tBy can mate Die most of the wei0it she racemes Iran the other runners. The b a 
good test tot Osaiu Oasts, woft tar wfnneis and Hasty* Dream. rumar-rgivltaMtfsed 
at Newmarket, in opposnofi. Realy A Dieem was ninrwig on vrel at the dsadr B0)inct33- 
l chance Towadaed and. white bo* should come on Aar the nn. Mchae! Stowe’s rumor 
should haw the edge in receipt ol 3m. Satin BeB won the maced OSes: race at Newbiay 
in gpod style last month end the time suopsts It was a decant effort. Mbs RMeta'te Don- 
easier van bst bacterid was pramH% but she wqs beaten at odds on tv Sbnply Katie In 
a threamvwr race owr 10 ftalonft si Beverley on her return. The drop n distance may 
help. Rlore Than You Knew sprang a supffte'vtMn winning at SaHMyflisttfcneitolKt 
year. Her subsequent deteai at the hands c# Heniy The Fifth at Newtwy probably ermosed 
her llm ga t i ons. however. It elac t iD ir DISTANT OASIS 


■ETIlNto B4 BBai, 6-2 
fixtaBatgEW^2S2 
199& UnconUnW lore 2 8 6 D Hotari 5-1 (M JchteonJ 7 ran 
FORM ODBC 

ltepyear-oid Paiham won eaaay lor RUtard ttomon at Bam yestarday and the itabto can 
be on me madi t^n with SMOKEY PSE. reported to ba the best jurerfe In the yaid at 
this ashy softs. BMco went effodds on on Ns dabut and only had » be puehed out to got 
the hwrw of bnh Ficdoiv but that namer-up has done fitte for the torn with inn defeats 
since. Hamm wN tenar where he stands wtm KiiRrtnpi, who had Smotey Pour's sta- 
btemsee Sally Behntour Just behtod when they were second and mbd m techyd-Da at Ung- 
tUd. BrotaAb^ Eve needs the Rtamd to ease, tefle Fogy Fool fted is taking a big step 
up tei class. Nevde Categwn's Battle ftoend rates a biggr danger than Ma e gv at the 
other newcomers. telarffpir SMOKEY PETE 




CH06HAM COTDmONS STAKES (CLASS CJ £8,000 atMed 
lm (Round) 

13113-1 MMBAMW»laJMM»n>WCsfcg»n4B8 MEtejS 

5413-20 WMM(Z39fC) (MYcnwdSthaO Rtenaon493 lOaUB 

-MEdhryZ 


q7>k 1 INSUflAK SAGARO STAKES (CLASS A) (Gktm> 3) 
I £40j000 added 2m 45yris 


111140- DOUBlETnBGBI(17Q(CC)0tWIAgRnNMJdniDi595 

SCSI -2 ASSESSOR (9Hq BMan AIKtheflriRHmn 791 

100532- AUKAYS AUMF (USA} P38JWCS Hanson} MSmu» 5 812 

261211- GHEY SHOT (214) (/ C S»raW I Sating 4 8 12 

53413-2 OU MWa (USA) (ZStmiMnRD total) DMtatar&rilh 58 12_ 
0543131 SAfOYN NUBBB (5781 M (Mb S»*«a Cohen) lsrVHH*66812 

304412 OAHAVDAN(39)miPDS»*laVHsnlBs489 

411040- JUWIY ASKHM (179) (Shaih Bsa Bn lAtodd RNetaatf 489 
21514-1 S*M»AmilO(lE)(KAbiUWB»A89 



1 

2 

3 110330 BBMVMK(23)(D)panesHSsni)MBJCBci49L 

4 21- CRAMD DO UC (USA) (2Bqn<lteWBnielbritl^«)n)D Inter 491 LMM4 

5 20202-5 aUNMBK(M)m<tonBttapPt)J(taten4812 T<k*n7 

JtDaday3 

IDoytal 


423233- M KD ta gB lllESaryMPg)(PPSBMla^HBMs5812 

204004 IOM)(USA)(aB)|q{ItaDa)B|iaggton«tovlteted)CBHBMi58l2. 
1100 MCMSACA(USA)mi8^ArateBB0NJDtato(i4812. 

-8 1 


_W CarsoaB 


H l-te,V2 wtm, S*. terete De I*. UR CU Sap, 7^ (mb 
D wart, 10-1 Bahariow, 12-1 Btootewl 
19Mstolngtolect68l2PNBktaiy3-lB.(%mn|)3ten ’ 


-MEridaqrB. 


-Bdactend- 
Asessor and SBfevte Mariws nn or# * aenMit *h 
BgrnNQ: 5-2 Dari* TrigBar, 7-2 Sanaartoo. 4-1 AhWS«Aloc ^ 61 A teMeor, 7-1 Bray 5teri.Jate- 
byAskhk, 10-1 SMaly In NhAmbs, 12-4 Owiyrlm, 14-1 Old Homel . . 

1995: QouMe Trc^r 4 8 12 J WeoHf 9-2 (M -kibnstari) 9 aa 
FORM GUDE 

Double Trbater attempB to start the new campaign otfMth a repeat rtn to the race, tax 
he will need to be dose id Ms best If he s to defy a Grom One penalty. He tamrid mete 
hB usual bold showng. but the luntelftaiy ttbe needed and defeat v«Ud n« beama- 
K>r BBthacK. Last year's Ebor HanOeap wfr^BAMWntWMTte wppangg h «WogwP 
Three merit and mat, oombtoed riBiM 

iw BrffTY HHte's coft ipohed bettor chan cw on ns retum n wnunci. ■“•ere no ■■■ 
fySSStedto tfS ^ bespne Che burden* IOsl The ^ V MnMiM 
be very much m Ns favour. Bray Shot had Sanmartino some Steen end a half tengh a be- 
rwrd when maunfiM m a Group Three at Lon gmamp (l m7i)J n tte adnnre He 
on rvmever .md maianc ha reappearance. Aseeaeor MU not tun imtess the pwri eas- 

Na^tg^rs; 

^v» hZ#T« be swoSto Juyush and could do wafl n staging oca 

pnu^Gicup- placed In France, needs to fmprmre. Saleettore SAhWARnrc 


TARAWA conlnuad his bnprovement when meUng a winning retun in a l« io»an4«long 
rated states at Nevaeartet. beeimg MonsaasB) a short head, wtih Bfcanbet g (Bb better 
off) tour and a half taflgihs bach te flflh. AmBe b much rrrore Tamm's hip and be can score 
agsto. WRara, weS beaten behind Ludv W In Hampton's Magooia Sates, had dona much 
better over this Up at Donceaur when mmrup to ftat ktand an Ns return. Ha vm able 
to lead then and shorid ba suffed try the dap in dsance. toand Dw Lao ranjtet totoa 
lest year, winning at Sandown to Jiiy. He b best warohad today tfven the BanataMbrm of 
Dewd Lodert nmnere. Baateriow ihi poorly on hte Kemptcn raun. white the trip to too 
Niort tor ioaiaL toeen tern Deeert ts worn a second look, tirougi. He b fatot-heerind, 
but a move to Lady Harries rtiigx just hwe torprwed hte attitude. SstaoUeac TARAWA 

WWTE ROSE STAKES (HAfOCAP) (CLASS D) £3£foOO added 

lm (StragM) 

210120- M04BOABlM)(CD)$Jitemn)nd)ASiBtet6100 Miteapbte»CS)2S 

233802 NOUSFMRBtn (NwcmriiariRHaminAlOO 1 Rate 15 B 


502050- RWH0AAA6E (1*^ (D) Ate A V HE 1 0Bktog891i- 
000-010 N0HDm(BO)p)(RJAraMR/te7EOang4 912. 


530100 SAABAS»WUr»n(WBVRJwVB)AHdl5911. 

002520 IMmMlMCU){UpknttBtetka*ttCBn*t499 


LOateadSl 

Mur 


jgs as 

fiLsc? J fflERONS MARKET (M) (Pbip WTU^mnJJ 6 mm2i7 

113110- WILD RtoE (2211 (Uly C^perhem eO G R~°T » i U 

361053- 9YMCRAK PHEMB E TolbMO & 7 

So HOOBBCKKtPSONtZTWPlPtetfpy^f^JX??^ *” 3 

SS’SK»nS»a< ? ;.*“ u 

SSs 


0-50C60 axaffBUWB(«O)n^QM)mBuwtelMtenln0tea59SAiBweCMfe(7)5V 

82d- BUBH(USA) (JS4) DtandtoAllteawn) AS»ten499 W tore* 4 

. 12840* WA«sr(USAia5»A3)tfWae8rtN»bter499 1—9 (3)28 

10 350500 CAmAtSfi«r(mMRN»a»TMb499 TWMhb17 

U 100000 KAMI (5) ED| (MbLShcM DMdhIB 798 CHad9M20B 

12 51IBQ2- ADMtALS IlMC PQ2) nOMeshem Rachg) C1MI 59 7. OMMa 

13 222320- 8AUSMtA(I7Q{INbiicaateMnrRaclrgS&lhtoRffSo»en6g7_RHa0M121 

14 Q28200- DKW£(22Oj(tSi3A)'n*vtoC0eoMBd795 P9Mbau29 

15 383408 TKAAL(U5A) C22J CMepr OBswsO^Shett} MHamrmJ4 94 WRJM22 

16 OOOQ10 BOOWtiENKEPB) ftsoU Nasal SIX»»4 94 B Ttic—W 13 Y 

17 4S30G0- 1REGARON(USA)(22B)0>Hate Jonas) RAietent 593 JtMtal 

18 2-lSail OCSINP««(27)(D|CRsa0lXdyH«mes593 AOM27 

19 45S ANBUR4!(*PWOrBri»b«URswtor493 KMay2A 

20-800081 M— Jtoe (mWPrimT&tefcNjgorer692 Q Cater 28 

21 4S165D YAU) PAUiOaj (D) B R bbA) W O tomar 4 9 0 TAtaMB 

22 030000 B«W12IBORM{D)((terB*toyPt««BB)Pltore69 0 EIH30 

28 480000 KOllOOOAJaA)(lfl%IHtarIteterJdKtor«to0«m-^Bi49O ORted*** <3)9 

24 000024 BlBIIBHDSEUD(QniMinPu0OPBans8811 SSateaatV 

25 401500 Prism. (37)OteB9iaoa)CHawn 689 Pa te C driary 19 

26 502430- SaW«0H{iaB«M»JMl0w)PitoMg48B 

27 000811 AtmiMlta(«»»|8AAtesantef)RftoMer483BBd DXflM 

28 040850 *UlAI»(19)(n«RastMftetBmh|))TJanBs581 AtAeaceea 


WOW0H23 

K Usury <5} 18 

RCodaaalS 

LDtetort 12 

.PateEddayZZB 

>MrW« 


29 300006 MUI*ffrSBOW(12)P)0)Altaad)Rnt«y5713 

30 304200 T0m»»CH(l^P)AA>AVCaH)UCC»*RbW»m4712 

31 031032- CUMNREEF(UB)0(LWasl)WM«an4710 

32 000140 SAON8»<14(D)AteSanAr>ton«riMMBM57lO 

-32 ' 


Wna Mtf« 7sr lOtt. 3 am he ntfmp 7 f|^ jmMU Oecteata^ 

S^SsSS^SSsaar*— 

3 J 9 gSc laaaaal S 8 6 1 Re*i 7-1 Haawesl 25 ran — 


JfyrimlS 
_N BMP) 109 
-A (today 24 


AMjMcta(p*7»lflteT»»/and»tepwM«BftteanlteNASdbiito^9BL 
BBUNto 64 Oc— Pah, 108 WaMe TpH a t a, Ohatog Jaria, Maaj, 12-1 Ate— Oawar, fthto, 
1*1 htote Mae RMt, HteAddto, Nanton. SMae, Satea Shapfy. 28-1 othacs 
1995: Oaeiee 6 9 3 P Rottoaon 20-1 (C J Benatatf 25 ran 
FORM 0UBE 

WBffBRPtM tAP te to bom naan and, Mtar tunning Rambo Waltar (winn er stoop) to a 
heed atTttesk, he was touth to MastBr Oerter at ftortatraet. a 9>od effort oon»attng jra 

did not geithe beat of nais. He remains web hanricappaCLMarpter'* Bold vassbah m the 

ThWi race md he teaks as thauff he should win before long. Angta*G has eau^rt the eye 
to mii*i nr mne to area and tettaly to be a ^rm order now that he tain a hand- 

>np He ha» nrAiaaoumint waft Mtaal tor the stctenBhShetorighed behind Mm lat Rbcn 

at time but b BteteCWl tt com» tw on topt oc*aa PMte, gang hr his mm Mn 01 me 

yeer. is stS wM horaficapped compared to the aB-wmher and hte Leicester race B worer 
Ine out weL bur the shop to a nfle may And trim oul Daesee won this rim rime out lest 
yes’ by a tength Ron safften (2tt> worse oi!9, vam Tregtaon a neck behtod In mod. De^rwi 

^mowdto^Atehia ^BTXi b me ctear plchc4 the three MbWry^wej g^^^Hqtoage 

be^rs the aeeeon on a decent made sutorrimi HtviaoLMfc lav 


from today 

THE RACING CHANNEL 
OFFERS YOU MORE 
LIVE RACING 
- NOW 11AM TO 7PM 
ON CHANNEL 53 
FOR LESS THAN 
£5 PER WEEK 


ASCOT 

230: TAWAADED, wbo sprang a 
33-1 snrpriseY*eawixmingtbe usu- 
ally competitive Geoffrey Barling 
Maiden Slakes by a length at the 
Newmarket Craven meeting, is 
bred-by 1989 Derbywmoerhfesb- 
wan- lo stay anale and locks a po- 
tentially useful performer. 

□CXI 

3J& SANMARUNO, who won 
the- Ebor Handicap last yen, beat 
Unchanged by a comfortable 2 ’ft 
lengths on hffi reappearance at 
Newmarket. He might be too Si 
and, over this trip, too East for the 
Gold Cop winner, Double^ Trigger. 



&4fc MASTER CHARTER, who 
made spat least 10 lengths in the ; 
last two farkmgs to score by w easy 
two lengths at Pontefract over a | 
mile last week, should be suited by 
this stiff seven furlongs and Jooks 
well drawn. The lightly raced T&ast , 
might be the main danger. 


* 


UT — 

V."A 

!!!/□ 

The 
Racing 
; Channel 

iMivlEDsATE SWITCH OTJ TEL: 

03Se 215 215 

OR CONTACT YOUR LOCAL CABLE OPERATOR 


Fitzgerald out for the season 


Mick Fitzgerald, who won the 
Grand National a month ago on 



breaking .his LVUW-UUUV "UUV 
riding out forNkky Henderson 
yesterday rooming. Fitzgerald 
wifi be on the sidelines for at 
jea s* three weeks, and missed 
three rides at Ascot last mgfaL 


Richmd Dunwoody gave up 
his mounts at Ascot after feel- 
ing ill on Monday night with 
food poisoning. He expects to 
be fit to ride at Exeter today. 
M David Harrison had his ap- 
peal against a two-day ban for 

ridmg at Nottingham 
last week (fismssed by the Jock- 
ey Qab disciplinary committee. 




HYPERION 

525 Mr Go«gfitiy &0O double Sflk &35 Sheer 
Jest 7J0 Ybung Brme 7A5 Someday &20 Pas- 
toral Prtda 


4,95132- DUCKSTBai P57) R 5w, 9 IT i. 


33RiS nuc DANCE 041) ms 84*1412 4 _ -Mr FJ 
US83.TP- fOSauBf(aS)RBat«UE4 Mrll 


GOING: Good to Rim. 

■idUtefldi gdtoptag coarae wUi saiff fences. Upbfflnin-fa. 

■ Coarse fcs I re K of town off A435. Bub Dnk Cnxn Chetenhun 
atBtkn (sened tfy Biteud, Bbrntaghem md London, Pecktlii 0 on) 

2bl ADMISSION: C 2 nb& TaaotaDa eeablMdllS Qaatoce, IG- 

24 yaws, ££); Fomer’* Eodcwire S5, CAXPAXK: FW, 


BUNBBSSP FOST TIME: None. 

WINNERS IN TSB LAST SEVEN DAIS: Neee. 
LONG-DISTANCE BDNNBHS: Mece SMreen (6&))tee beco 
s« i4?nfebrV?G Tarver ban Lpitard.DnaL 


KEYLAEBUUHtSMERCHMnSHUNTBt 
CHASE (CLASS H) £3j000 added 2m 5f 
MR flOUSMUT os m tes S Cowan 9 13 7 Jte J Rmm m 

Mr f l— KH mONOwfc8127 Mr AM* (7) B 

LAD OS 0RS raalO 12 7 

MrSlhtotee(7) 


1 u -am 

2 112-OfI 

3 M-4M3 


* PS6326 

5 IftPSPP 
8 20P83O 

7 43P6IM> 

8 5FP1M-1 RAME0rHBBB(57)(CD)Ktomngii0119. 


30W- ROM8«(lUK(438)UsHHawyI2U4— JWTUta 

7 1131. RnMDaiUT083)MTroteylll24JtoKi*wdteM* 

8 QGS5QF- SSBNBKKI(4aS(CDIUsRMeesDlU12<-lfe-LIJr 

9 Sm0M8flDU>p9aU3Dlteton!Vl3124 

JteTMotortttrH 

ID 42 OOmt«Sa£(22)(W]ttiU9aKtoc8U9 

- NrPWaao 

11 405430- OAMMBAUOraeifyKteetlOUB. JteENatfta* 

12 HMCE«0U»MNWGIi4MrUm9 ML. 

13 2 MSrQWr»ef)Tlaglflll9 Ml 

^13 dccbiQd^ 

KnMMShtarJWLUtoppwlU^AllIWUilaanBeeiw 

tote R)*kgCw»eL»nteg WHIM tee* De*. 12-1 otter* 

RANGE ROVER CHAMPION HUNTER 
CHASE (CLASS H)£GD00 3m 2fU0yds 

1 2F6-SS WMABMMQSiCM) MaC Santo BBL— r 

IfTIMi 

2 S35 MU CHMmM^SUtal0220JiMIKlMMMa 

3 532124- WUNBBMWPlSlteAVOiglDUQ— ~MrM0Mfcr 

IBW tttoM ROA pl K C—WteSg W^lta re 


t£U 


IAS 


OS m PUtabar 13 12 QJirR ItaBtaO) 
flUKMNUK (14) (OD S An 12 12 0— JkAIMki p) 

JOMEMKSS P0*W*s 11 120 HCfyefl 

BAY |B} 0 Date 11 12 D Ur D Stem (7] 


3F-30 


MVS 


LANDROVHIOEFBBQ! MAB« HUNIBt 
CHASE (CLASS H) £2^00 added 2m 5f 
OS CSvecng U12D 


aCMHOSi Ufi M«l BMteoro 8 12 I 

HUBS renpMMS W us c hm 8 » c i. 


54Sy 


80 1949 . 62 

1 


r SONQA (LS28) tea A Budata 9 11 9L. 


Ud. 7-2 Mr Oaieriy, M Hy 
' 1M Boa Baatete. Mi 


■(7)1 


6.00 

1 113612 

2 IWP 

3 P&JrP 

4 U8L4J3P 

5 4P340tf 

6 515300 




7 385556 RUSIYE 


COLIN NASH MSUORIAL UNTIED MJNT5 
CHASE (CLASS H)£3J>00 3m If 110yds 

00U9UESU(m(CDiOBRWtoBl2123 

—Mr R Motto* P) 

H00KUMffrS9aaB(4SIMdte«inl0123JlbLBten(7) 

J4MM9yDON (OGt JYtaovll 123 toADUtoo(7) 9 

mr MBUW MM (85) mwcoodao 13 12 3 

MreStotovtSB 

PWQHmS(77B)UsJBusa6123 to 6 Brea (S) 

UMEtWRO<*)(DH*tCHcto9123 

toll Meta (7) 



MACS MTfAlBIJ MOB* 7 120 
MRBtMMRn0WlM632O. 

■0mL9BSHOaCEBn»12]2O toP Brelaya j 

SOW-TDT OW J Son 10 12 0 MtaLM artltolC ffl 

90Umur&ME{MO)Mltec912Q — toAibBtaim 

(5l)KCiarmto8120 HrMMtoaOQ 

OZXRiasRWttySUB — 

— iM Swarevm 

SBIBtLAMNJores7 119 

SffriWratMSJMto tos 1 Harms U 9 Jfc D Doaato 01 
- 12 todared- 

WMtai.totetore.WSta- 

61 fteSara Tasfyitoa, Mreu. 12-1 otteare 


E (23) gq tos S Jetsam 9 12 3 . 

Will 

lADUtsl. neons ID 223 JtoaEl 
SDWRMD BOY PLS«S Ms N 5happSRl 11 12 3. 

to J M Pltkriwri (7) 

StllMW SMOOOO OS A Ttelbr 9 12 3 Jk D IMataBto (7) 

KMiBteOOKn OGteteMRfySn 12JWMIMn 


LAND ROVER nSCOVERV HUN1ER CHASE 

[ (CLASS H) £3fi00 added 2m HDyds 

052331 tUDUMTMW |S7) H Mans 812 10 

toACMteaJaoosfT) 


7-41 
to* Bay, 611 


HUM IMHWMCBHCOIPCtamngtlOlZlO-JIrCYteoreia 

433464 IMSTWEefPfT(ZaO)JDrirewl4l210 

MrPItoriqriS 

64* D0OMt4IMK|92)7toBnres6126 — to I JoOrere (71 
«V322 99611 MKAHto Q 8 ) I Batenc 7 12 6 — MrAteritoM(l] 
UO-3 MCNEa«DOM7)(W)SBreaMtto>6l26 — Mr R FOrt (7) 

5&W5F M6»|iKmK(<Sica)mUnPCtalngl2126 

jtosPCaBagn 


s A>PSM> nacmriartuimBua**ni3i26 — 


9 4CQP6 


635 


LAM>R0IBtASISCHAMPIQNSHP9AMTBt 
CHASE) (CLASS H)£6p00 3m If llOyds 

1 12F1F2 9exjeST0S(BimW«ltan(rlll2 7 to A HB 

2 41P-PF2 WS5H LEBRM R 03) G Lews 11 12 7 toJJtass 


10 40P-04 

>10 

BEIONto 61PtatoalPririte KteEb 
TboBjpsy, 7-1 Metesnrite 61 


FOWimStteE 03} G Bnsaw 10 12 6—. 

toGHaa 

l(2SPWBBn912 1 MbaEJ 


3-20 


HYPERION 

240 More BUs 2AS EvangeBca 3 l 20 CtUeftafai^ 
Crown 3JH) Whippets DeOgJtit 4-20 nabriarta 
4SO Pedattothemetaf 


I A R DENNIS HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS 
E) £3fi00 added 2m 4f 

12-12F4 MD SIMMEM7 OS toss B Sanderr. 7 12 0—5 Ryta (E) 

04)6114 CnCWaXDUBOamJWtoBOUC S Fen 

SP2U CHBTRMSGHOMQSiaQMssKGeagrBlO? 

AlsreseaCS 

D 


GOING: Good to Plrm (Firm In pto-raj. 

■ LMtrtaod, nnrMulag course wKb storp baids. 

■ Course b off A275 S of Ibjvanls Bcaih. Ptnmpwn nation ad- 
jstoscoarre. ADtOSmON: Menberaiia 7teMateQ» IS; Gouiw 
£4. r. a» pact. £4 (cenue of come) &S1. 


4 250620 R0nLCMCUS(18SmPHm7101 

-idsdarad- 

REnMfe74Cfccto0riHsa,24MdSt(BMasny, 5-2 CMsffafaft Croon, 
61 Royal Cfcota 




[330] ; 


PRESTON PARK HANDICAP CHASE 
(CLASS E) £4,200 added 2m 5f 

64641P UTILE TOM OS (CD) J Kng 11 11 10. 


BLINKEBBD nS9T HUB: liula(2. 10); Drtre OTUreatoer (vi- 
BOttd) (145); Ifyltm a Cknaeo (viHrtd), Srdpt (vteomO (420). 
WDINKK8 IN THB LAST SEVEN DATS: Ntme. 
LOMG-DI8TANCB BDNNBBSe Mixed Mood (460) tea been sen 
175 notes tv B UmOyn bum Bcrgoed, Ifid G lsreoawto 


00P1F2 WHFFaS DBJGHT 0$) [CO] 6 Owtes- Jones 8 11 3 


MAY CLAJMM6 HURDLE (CLASS F) 
£2j650 added 2m 4f 

P00644 KHADR (5) (D) MPtle5116 DBridpWtoY 

oophb wnaB)nwKE05)(qka«JErer8ii4. 


tzm 


3 23U3U M90fMWrOS(C0(Raats8I12 OMtaUffl 

4 44233U VICT)WAfnHQIp9)tCD}PCWtelD104_aFeOiOO(3) 

5 42P300 UPWARD SOME ( SR (aSB 5 100 totNLMgv 

AWnsan *e&t: lOu. True nandcap retfc ipma Sum 9a ». 
BETIMto S4 UUto ltei, 64 Ob So Hmfc 61 WMppocs DsMit. 261 
WettsyAnihaB, IZ-KfytardSBrgs 



t El 


F Dtaa 1 TOUCH IM PteJdar 6114 
26PUS* MJOSN (EJ S) R Ledtor 8 11 
20P53G JOin OREM (2C)M Ryan 8 U 

OOtVSPP RUIH*S(AIBtrgO)to»LJB«Sl8llO REtatoV 

1227 WAGON UMD (1859) (OIJMtaU 110 Dflates^wr 

WMLWBBMWMaonlOlOU U reas — 

0003 MORE BUS (25) A Meob 4 108 If l a tota li r ff) 

50PO 6KIA (23) Ms D Hane 7 10 7 TJMwtoytSB 

-»« 


COOKSBRIDeE NOVICE HANDICAP HUR- 
DLE (CLASS E) £3000 added 2m 4f 

333830 3CWT(8)JJen*rB51110 DMtoW(3}V 

400284 nA8RMM(U)TJIteU00i6116 D " 


BUM 20. Rteto, 7-2 JsT» WasA 7-1 Baqilart Mnea , M— BMa, 16 
1 a— Wkd, WRtoa lead, 161 oOtere 


Z45 


HA1LSHAM NOVICE CHASE (CLASS E) 
£4^00 added 3m If UiOydB 


1 4PPPSL E«NeaJCA(ia)MP(aSU3. 

2 S5RP9P ■ARTSWOMnODRAtaarBllS 

3 6G0FP0 BRMXEf HOUSE (48) J VMa 9 11 1 

4 USF034 DUEOFUNC981QI(U)MtaJI%rao7112. 


S P038P0 MOOU»BPONai(2B)PPi9eM8U2 
-Sdrel—d- 

KTIMft 26 Btapflote 44 Drilu Of t— Mkr, 61 
161totodtoy»WBte2M 


060010 VBB3E LUNA (11) RO) D AdxtertX 4 11 1 It— a— 

DOOO«P IM3BBCHANCE(23)PHoMb 51012 RDadsV 

F4U036 CUmiWaaBB(8)jBaWr810U DMsnk 

04032R EQUIYS DAHLMG (23) (Bf) DOBneoAlO 10.T J lto|4iy (3) 

00040 BBASSK LN* (M) J Nevie 6 10 1 DfkMpMm 

Titsri—il 

BET1BM 64 Mdasa, 62 Verts Laps, 61 Script, HytasQaacte &t- 
rifys D—nt 161 CtocfcWatcteere, 14-1 Bi— fcltot 

HOVE miES NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS 
E) £3^00 added 4V0 2m If 

181316 TONWGerSraMPlpel20 D DWplUa 

4 lumenpaM^snuo JR— 


FF3 MOB) MOOD (23} 8 U—An 110^- 
0 OUR LITTLE LADf(2mPoriBn 110. 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 3522*3 FBMt3OIIBBAL(25)(M)PMStelU0_O 

6 050U fiElBBBDMMRtonllO KUaU* 

7 TRNDRBGEJJtatodUO BFertnop) 

_j doctwd ™ 

BHIMft aiTteaa Cat94PBdaltMiisaiBtal. 51TsatoMSte 615har 
tod. 161 MMMttte Atorel Msc4 Ore UWa to* 


HYPERION 

2£0 Relative Chance 2JB Stan Wyn 330 Celtic 
Laird 4J» Hafcma 4^0 S^mst fectics 5uD0 1W- 
fchefry5w30 SUgstoy 


GOING: Good io Finn (Good to places). 

■ Kght-hand, HtdolKing count. SdfT teat oT atandna. Bu&to of 
260 yards. 

■ Ttececo—e la 5 mltea aouilj-west of Exeter on A3K Exser (St 
Davids) Is an min London (PwkBngtoo) io Corswall tsllreiy Bns. 
ADMISSION: Grentand & Paddock 69; aiver Bing S-L60 (ac- 
oom panted under-lda free). CAE PARK: Free. 


KUJBKRED FDtST HUB: AcnBan, F— Ay, Fdaty Boas, 

P— « Poor Atonaany (2A5), Aaaiy's Flare 7 A Lareente MB1 
(3-30); Alpiae Sum (vteored, 2^5) 

WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DAYS: None. 
UTNG-DISTANCE EONNEES: Faraday (K65) baa been aot 203 
Britos by DMcCata from Ouahaonddg Oate. Owahlre. 


\A nnl RtftAL NAVY NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS E) 
(DIV I) £2JS00 added 2m 2f 

1 44)3315 HOt new IMF TOR Fibs 6 11 7 Ifo* 

2 PU «F!BtlHEI«K{21)NMtttei9U 

3 U BOWDEN SUmBSE (SO) R Brier 6 110 

4 OOU COOtGUnetnJNngBUO 

5 6543 FUPPRNCE to) N Gasttae 6 11 0. 

8 QDP GUT 10 K JOHNS fSIJtosi toner 8 110, 

7 3N0 HUST THE HORSE (40) JOB 8110 

8 Q200P0 STORMPOMTraHHotaailO 

9 53250 1WG8ErnaiW(4QMKHHfl0a7UO. 

toJCi4My(S) 

10 6050 tmOALBrmmMBHKnen-UO IF may 

11 0DOT4 flRSMOB R06E CB3 G Ham BID 9 SB— iq*B 

12 364)00 SALON* (14) S DlSMn 6 10 9 0 lately 

13 05 MANQR90tM9(Z3)UrgSMUm61D9 MrlOnteck 

-ISdsetared- 

BEITMB: 64HoMrectoate »-4 Mata* 619torBPteM MBta—tte 
1M lha any Mar. 1441 tony Tin Hona. 361 otbsn 



2-20 


ROtfU. MARMES CONDITIONAL JOCKEYS 
NOVICE HAMHCAP HURDLE (CLASS F) 
£2^50 added 2m 2f 

1 1P2232 SSUHY HOME (U) P Boasn 5 11 10 RJ 

2 000496 AMOC HEARD P3)S Gate 5 11! 

3 P4P56 lACHAM LAD (23) J Gdort 7 10 13 

4 P066PP D008ytMNCSt(lfiDMlkber8109 

5 034333 K(XrSPB0MSEf53)CFbtelBm5l07 

6 UP0300 HaADVECHM4CE{21}JRng7105 

7 000300 tot pomnOH (14) R Brerienon 7 10 4 

8 P064J00 BMTlOrardJ)00fte86103 

9 4233F6 OPHAISrSWar (42)16409 5 ID 

10 QOOOP4 BUCKSnG(2aMVfftoBan71D 

11 ffiFUM) PUKKA SAHB CSS) G BStoR 9 IDO 

12 0UHP22 POUT LEACH (21) BRSCtirel 6100. 

13 OP-052 RBUWRA MDSE (23) Parity Fswl 6 100. CMsUtotto 

14 406 U*ERWWf*9)OfiSnriO®6100. 

-Ml 


POmMAN MS1ANT ACCESS HANDICAP 
CHASE (CLASS D) £5400 added 2m 3f 
110yds 

Cl] P tobbs 7 11 10 R 



C£2 


1 111505 

2 411-4P2 

3 10212P 

4 241323 

5 234H10 

6 313432 

7 1/23106 

8 4P2U-1D 

9 FF4424 


BERBER MPsatyrererea, 7-2 Mntocn, 92 Arenfa, 51Rsw Ba Rtate 
64. Jatoaatore, 7-1 arearTacflES, 61 Bren BatRtart, 12-1 attars 


p owmnste Ot caoBuiairtBiiiD djbkcmv 

BEAU B WIABDOa Ptodxta 9 116 A P McCoy B 

SOPER TACTICS (30) S Nnsr8 11 B.-__JHr Ptotesy fS 
MB BOBBWEB 087) m H GsKtoJJ U 3. 

BE«B4R0SE(llJ(D)MMcUa»lDlll. 

UUO B PoreS 

■ Ptote 

JA&BREAKER (Zl) B R Utoran 9 10 5 DStetaRB 


(29(0)8 
AHMUAfU) JGftrt 1110 7. 


OFFPOP MONSBM BROOKS PQR^one 6 110 RSMfi* 

poooo nasrr boss ( 2RNTtesan4>am4 109— c n ssstytaB 

KBJJSJffW ABSEY R PTteps 7 ID 9 - 


MrtiwiBe»cioarn*Asnettare»ris:ft4fn8B«Lfttylarfi«HasTO- 

re Mure 9K lan, Lute Htom 9B126. 

BETONB: 62 Bssnere Vm*, 64 BMAsfy Hsare, 8 Mf Urety, 74 Pcty 
terete, 84 KoriV Ptotasc, la^re Uri, 161 to PswMdb, IMattacs 

I o ce l RRSTTHRE BUYER NOYCE SELLMG HUR- 
\£~} DLE (CLASS 6) £2^50 added 2m 2f 

1 1 FEiraM0NUfT(Ua(qMnps4112 CNtetesB 

2 (WFP AE0UAN(22}RA8aep511Q DUteqrB 

3 020020 00WBlSlOT0E(n))ltaHNnie«61lD— -JFTHtoy 

4 OP FARAOAy(4^DMcCrei6110 ft-*-— - 

5 544)630 IBGS POST CD CJWfl 7 11 0 

6 

7 

I 553608 KKCOFBABTUJN pi] F Joan 410 9 

10 006 UDmUCnD0W«GBrityg8l09 

II 440P05 UWWSlBtBItaRmritoCnAlOB D1 

12 OfiP ISXMUIB((25)RBalrt7109. 

13 sal-iso stwimv (in A saw 6 10 9 

M oa-sop aEsaiEiepsjRosttoanem 

IS pp STOW KBSH£ PUS tom 7 10 9 MrPHate«S 

IB 56POOF WiarSCHOieE(qSStoens7109 teutonl 

IT 6P0303 IB«fSlttJ0R(3SJ7itt71O9 

18 6 A1FM SIOfiM (32) M Utfef * 10 4 BBritoteV 

-ISriedwad- 

BEnwe 64 OtaHsI SMKtote 64 Poter Msaaa« 1M San Wya, 84 
Kb^cf MylM, 164 M0i Pstt, 161 Uatetsr, 261 tehrea 

|o«i) P0HTMANFWANC1AL PLANNERS NOVICE 
|±£5li CHASE (CLASS D) £5400 2m Tflttyds 

1 053310 BBDORHAK(44]MWM80n7111O— JFlHv 

2 1-U33F BRAS0FMAR(cqNHB«awn61110 — JB Yiwagl 

3 2-34 UU CB3IC UHB> (GS) m Us JWnian 8 11 10 WHsrita 

4 UW1 nriMMKMmiCOgitaSItasar-BBviKBSUlO— 

APM rCOf 

5 P6-P635 UZZOnEOOWMlteCHnMOniJfrPllarfty 

8 BW006 MmZDEUVC0«itoiCHBrire7U3-TDMcaatoa 

7 jOQFOa CtBSW0LDCA5niC5O5fcWI&rttlD113 BRlMi 

B Q400U5 toanrSFWCTQ3)l*sSV»ms8113— S8wre#B 

9 BM234 toUBWASALE^NMEftte 8113 _B 

ID 4223P5 TOUST0EHjp3)Sta*«8113 SUMaaB 

11 2flMP4 tBHirSMUPl}Mltye71012. 

12 MOBS PEI JNMe 9 10 12 

- 12 dsteresd- 

BETTBB;24 IreaonVMK 7-2 Hyltata HSte^lWrereOf 
Star Itoat. 61 Ctettc Ltod. 1*4 Mrids Pte, 164 ottm 


t2S3 


PORTMAN FIXED RATE MORTGAGE 
I HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS £} £3^00 
added 2m 3f UOyds 

1P3U3R JACRg w ni ff (B2) Tltarreai Janata 11 10 CHreds 

035343 TBlIOBBirC^MsBHKn^i 71130 toJCHktyO 

14)0008 SABWEBVSt(21)(CD)lta J tonr !21110 

RDrenooty 


4 22434)0 BUMkCtrSamY(2D(qNHreta711B 

— 6S*Hfe[7) 

5 2W2P-5 SPORT OF FOOLS 08) Wtowl 7 117 APtoCre 

6 31f7S&f iEBUCeetOHmMiBHKi«810U5 IF Uttey 

7 00033 HAW* USS tin ft m jam 7 11 2 RJteateH 

8 4M0PI 5WlHWOLAD»rp3)S){D)JSMoaB8UO 

9 0FD631 »B»SIEAt«(21)(C)RPBBere!l(ei012J!^I^!l!!l! 


(edrisr JO F00445 BltyML (44) JNng 51011. 


11 U-430P5 WRBCmsSAMHfttuflsigin in gire gn 

12 020025 HUHAHL(2DraRHa!fcs7109 TDreconriie (3) B 

13 405303 RAMAUAH C23) J VCre 7 10 1 RCrtaM 

M 6SMFQ ROHUIS BISi (74) M Vtoraac 9 ID 0 CUareftn 

15 4M4GOO Mitt SOUTH? (49) H More 7 IDO RMtetay <5) 

18 3O4B0 COBtoBAIIMirppRRBaterSlOO BPorefl 

-iStocMnri- 

®» 98 ^ 

Soetr 9S lot, Coer Bam 

waswsaasas*— * 

,=ss; jywawg anilfc*6117 DM 

1-25021 SUBSET (23) ItaHKnfcK 8117 IFlDay 

0PPU3 FUST CtASS (20)8 AteadG 110. 

G towns CUD, 


0660 KUURinK{2aACstaB6ll(L. 
005 UlMOBSKnSUeferSllO. 


-HAM 


0M40O SAWnSFOBfrCBCPCBrenBli n » °MrT W 

tao 2 cacoMPBMrcDoonMisiog 
006444 DUBBCKSCOOmnFTistorBlO 
002 !SHSGBl(2S)CjBdini51D9 

_C Maoris B » 0 MBHHBAMiasMS 

J*J Ctteoty 12 0 SnURRSONGCl)HBHrei0«5U9 M toJC*lxQ) 

-CfHtete- ' ” 

“• m - assssagrasar*™— ■— 




RESULTS 


BATH 

2JMk L LEAR JET (T Qunn) 6-1. S. Prt- 
«*• Song 4-1; X retretovta 12 - 1 . 15 nak 
4-5 fev toai q ecmontoro (Smi. sffr-M, sM- 
nc- (P Cote, WturexanM. Tock £5.60; 
£1.70, 0.70 , 1220 Dual Forecast: U0.70. 
Comeuter Strait Foracesc £30.04. Trio: 
£43-50. 

2Ah a. SONGSHGET U RBMl 7-4 tar. 2. 

*tetotrtanRaiarij4-l;3.S9vwr Kantrell- 
4 U iwl 3, M. IR Cuest. NcwniBM). total 
13i0: £2J». £190. £4.70. DF:£8.00.CSF: 
UO M. TriK £7190. 

3.00: 1. WBEUMM V CteWl) 20-K 2. 

Jew* 8-U 3. W lai al fr to aire 161 4. (tortt- 

■MMIte.Un. Vh.im. U 
reborn). Tata: KaTO; £5.00.^00.0^0. 
£150. OF: £82.00. CSF: £167 J4. Trtasst 
£2.444 JOB. Tiw £518.60. NR: tatoteM. 

6SD: L (Ace'S MEMORY (N vaney) 40- 

fc Z 7 Vo#m RUt frL 3. AfHMfy 14-1 3* 
ran. 7-2 tar CneerM Aspao (4Ui). «. ¥«. 
turn Betty. NeamarteO. Tote: £63-20; 
£a90. £2.30. £3.da DF: £531.70. CSF; 
£259.00. Tmsc £3^64.94. Trio: £338.50. 

4JKk L CAPE MEPWO (B Thornsm) 6 
1; 2. Wsvtan 17-2: 3. WWnioC Star 7-2-8 
rrei. 3-1 fW tint Man A0M1 14m. Vfi, ¥:- 
(DChapotei, Btowbufy). Tote: £9.10: £170. 
£2.10. £12a DF: £3040. CSF: £64 .17. Tta 
£173470. NR: Warning tow. 

4^0: 1 PQLHAM (Dane 0>wi) 9J; 2. 
DtoBMny Dancer 9-1 3. Just Mck 9-1 8 
ran. 2-1 lav Frednh toe Favce (4trq. a, Vr. 
(R Harmon, East Everiagni. Tccr £3.90; 
£140. £2.60. £2.00. OF: £20.90. CSF: 
n i » 

60K 1 PARAOtSE WATERS U Rctel 6 
2: 2. Soviet Bride 62 few. 3- Bronze Ma- 
quatta 33-1. 13 ran. ><:. NL (R Johnson 
Hotfihton. OteOMJ. Tote: £4.40; £1.50. 
£1,60, £13.70. DF: £10.20. CSF: £16.93 
Toast: £324.21. 7 no: £489.00. Non Run- 
ner EtounoNel. 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Relative Chance 
(Exeter 2L20) 

NB: Quintus Dedmus 
(Ascot 3 j40) 


JmIooC not non (pool ot £27,696.83 car 
ned tonnari to Ascot uxiayi. 

PlacepoC £2.405.70. Qcatyio t: U 94.10. 
Place 8: £274.55. Place 6: £116.91. 

NOTTINGHAM 

lUj 1 FORECAST (P Rpbnsort) 50-1; 
2. Pride Of WbeOey 9-4 tw; 3. The Frieky 
Nutaar 6-1 16 raa. nk. IV*. U Murron. 
Meoon Moariray). Tele: £33.50; £5 30. 
£1.40. £2 AO. DF: £121.20. CSF: £170.13. 
Tno: £157.40. NR: Rogue Trader. 

24& 1 ALMASI IG CteABU) IG 1 2. M*U 
trerearie 4-1 few a. Monle Ire Bear 33-1 
4. Fenway Laae 14-1 21 rare. -V* nh. (C 
Won. Newmarket). Tote: £9.10. £3.00. 
£160, £2180. £6.60. OF: £24.20. CSF: 
£6034. Tncast 1X33199. Tno: £43560. 

3JT& X. MIRROR FOUR LIFE IP RoiteV 
son) 10-1: 2. BoM W alcoma 16-1; 3. Eha- 
tertol Partite 9-2. 9 ran. 5-2 fw test) Fmon 
(40ii. 1, 2V?. (M Torrnim, NorenaitaO. Tote: 
£11.40; £250. £2.40, £230. DF; £77.10. 
CSF: £144.27. Tno: £74.50. 

3XS:lABEYRtPto*nscn1 33-1; 2. Daar- 
na 4-6tar 3. inbaba 12-1 13 ran. Nk, srt- 
hri. IM Jams, NewmartaO. Tote: £27.40; 
£5.40, £110. £220. DF: £1330. CSF: 
£55.34. Tno: £31.20. 

AIR 1 KWOS ASSEMBLY (G Hntf) ?■ 
2; 2. HarvoylMrite 14-1; 3. PrtzoPnpl 1& 
1 13 ran. 3-1 tav Obetos (4iti). Uh. nk. (P 
Hams. BeiWvansied). Tela: £450; £160. 
£320. £2.5a OF: £73.00. CSF: £53.16. Tn- 
casL- £661.73. Tno; £113.60. Non Ruiner 
New Albion. 

AASt 1 CUANGO IF l^nch) 12-1 2. 
Qpeqn 11-2: 3. Chacnsa 11-4 tar 4. Fnre- 
sia 50-1 20 tan. V* IV* <R HoOnsnead. 
Upper Lon0lan).Tetae £8.80: £190. £200. 
£14ft £7JO. DF: £4100. CSF: 138.77. Tn- 
casc £23161 Tno: £50.00. 

525: l SAMARA (Pat Eddery) 2-1 far. 2. 
SRvwriale Kntfit 20-1 3. Manabar 8-1: 
4. Cre aart Hawn 2S1 20 ran. 2. V* U 
Dunlop. Arunden. Tote: £2.50: 1120. 
£AjOO. £3.40, £420. OF: £25.20. CSF; 
£47.41 Trices: £282.84. Tm £117.40. 
PtacepoC £764.70. Qtntopofc £8850. 

1 6 c £812.71 Place 5: £21514. 


ASCOT 

5Kh 1 WREKENGALE (W Mason) 9-4 
fav; 2. Vlooaa 4-1; 3. Cattle »var 9-1 7 
ran. 3. sM4kL (Mrs J Pitman). Tote: £2.90; 
£190. £210. DF: £4.70. CSF: tlOia 

6.00: 1 NEWTON POMT (R Jotvson) 11- 
4; 2. Abartom'* lady ID-1* 3L CBRrei Set 
7-4 few. 7 ran. 20, 5. (D Ncholson). Tote: 
£160; £210. £3.70 DF: £19.80. CSF: 
£ 25. 5 a Tncasc £53.57. Non Runner Gen- 
eral PtnffJ. 

810: S. COUUON U A McCarty! 7 -2; 2. 
Ttare Htont Halt 7-4; 3. Dancing Paddy 8- 
1 S ran. 13^ tW Stomi Alert (4tti). V.-. 3«/.-. 
(0 Sherwood). Tote: £480; £2.00. £lia 
DF: £5. 5a CSF: £9.71. 

7.0R *. FAUSTWO (A P MoCoy] 11-2; 2. 
Bucktend lad 4-1 ji tav; 3. Poly Amanstrea 
15-2. ID ran. 4-1 p tav Eud Sr^ar. 5. 2Vi. 
IP Homs). Tote: £520; £170, £1.90, £250. 
DF: £1140. CSF: £2587. Tncast: £15034. 
Tno: £63.00. 

HUNTINGDON 

K48c 1 WKD KUIStON ftArtoCftari WHB) 
B-ll tav; 2. Senoteftrey 9-4: 3. Knock- 
oreatibt 14-1 8 ran. IV:. 27. (MBS J Pte- 
BBOrt. Tote: £160; £100. £19ti DF) £19a 
CSF: £2.96. 

815: 1 FATHER FORTUNE (MISS C 
Tnwrtey) 10-1; 2. Hnte Hope 2-11 fan; 3. 
Gama Sat 10-1 4 an. 4. tost (0 Han). Totae 
£9.40. Of: £2.50. CSF: £12.82. 

K45: 1 COURT NAP (Mr P SccOJ 5-2 Jt 
tav; 2. MreMa Maa 15-2; 8. Sitfa’n Sound 
25-2. 18 ran. 5-2 jt tav Lucky TuAy. «, 1 
ts IMoff.Tote: £3.70: £140. £15a £33a 
DF: £1040. CSF: £23.02. Tno: £36.10. 

7J5: 1. CANDLE GLOW (Mr P Hutchin- 
son) 12-1 2. Tarry AnMo 14-1; 3. Mah- 
taCItaa 9-1. 14 ran. 3-1 tw Coofcaan Laty. 
5, 2. (P Hulcft«san>. Tote: £12.70; £3.1D. 
£3230, £3.70. DF; £309 2a CSF; £164^1 
Trla £208.40. 

■The stewards at Nottingham yes- 
terday recorded the explanations at 
an inquiry into the running and rid- 
ing of the Mary Revdcy-iraincd 
Duo Master. The three-year-old was 
dropped out at ihc start by Kevin 
Darley and appeared to be tenderly 
ridden before finishing 15th oT 20. 
The stewards were told that the 
horse had an injuiy to his knees last 
season and that yesterday he hung go- 
ing to the start and sweated up. Par- 
ley's instructions were to settle the 
horse and let him get his confidence 
back. The jockey was able to drop in 
behind but in the final half mile he 
felt unable to let the horse down as 
he was afraid it would stumble. 


~~ KELSO _ 

HYPERION 
645 AdMMtlc 835 MovreC &JO WaS 
Appointed 7 2S Off The Bru 8.00 Roy- 
al Jester 8^6 Master Sandy 
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sport 


Henman is 

the key to 
home revival 


John Roberts meets Britain’s No 1 
tennis player who is reaping the 
benefits of a healthy rivalry 


seem odd comrades, Greg 
■ Rusedski and Tun Henman. 

M Bom on the same date, a year 
and an ocean apart, the new Brit and 
the true Brit have given the Davis 
Cup team a pulse 12 months after 
the deathly retreat from Bratislava. 

A first-round tic against Slovenia 
in ihe Euro/ African Zone Group 
Two on an indoor court in Newcastle 
at the weekend is unlikely to distract 
the Toon Army from ruminating 
over the destiny of the Premiership, 
but in national tennis terms it rep- 
resents progress. 

This lime last year, Henmans 
promotion to singles coincided with 
the lowest point in the team's his- 
tory, a 5-0 whitewash on the slow 

day of the Slovak 

Republic leading to , , 

the brink of Group Gf0£[ S 0060 3 

Three; effectively . 

the Fourth Division very important 

of a competition in- , . „ 

augured in 1900 benchmark to 

as a sociable tussle , , 

between the United me, SOmeDOdV 
States and Britain. , . , , , 

Three events tO lOOk UD tO 

conspired in 

Britain’s favour the 


high-profile David Lloyd took over 
as the team captain, the highly am- 
bitious Rusedski forsook Canada for 
his mother country (to be precise, 
the country where his mother was 
bom), and when it came to a rele- 
gation play-off in July, Monaco 
were as out of place on the East- 
bourne lawns as the Brits usually are 
on eveiyone else’s patch of clay. 

Three more victories and we’ll be 
on the road to... well, to 
Euro/ African Zone Group One. 

But the Davis Cup is only part of 
it. By welcoming Rusedski' with an 
open mind and in a spirit of rival- 
ry, rather than the rancour of one 
or two of his British colleagues, Hen- 
man did himself a huge favour. 

The 21 -year-old national champi- 
on from Oxford has used Rusedski 
as a stalking horse, and on Monday, 
he nosed four places in front of him 
in the world rankings, advancing to 


No 54. Before we know it, Britain 
could have two men in the top 50. 
Last time the Lawn Timms Associa- 
tion was able to scan the ranking 1st 
with eyes so high was in July, 1978, 
when Buster Mottram was the No 17 
and John Lloyd No 27. 

“I think if you look back at when 
Jeremy [Bates] was at the peak of 
his career, be never really had any- 
one else in this country really push- 
ing him forward, somebody to 
compete against,” Henman said. 
“But for me it was almost perfect 
timin g for Greg to arrive. 

“I can understand how other peo- 
ple maybe didn't really take to it so 
keenly, but I never had any problem 
with it, and he's been a very impor- 
_ tant benchmark for 
me, somebody to 
look up to and try 
and emulate in a lot 
of areas. He's been 
sort of a taiget of 
min e. It’s inevitable 
that I am going to 
have weeks where 1 
don’t play as weD as 
I’d like to. If at the 
same time Greg can 
have a good week, 
to be something 
itish tennis. 



Henman: People do start putting labels on your head about being the next British hope, but I've never had a problem with that* 


there’s still 
positive for 
“Greg’s arrival on the scene has 
made a big difference, and most of 
the guys in the top 15 in this coun- 
try have improved their ranking. So 
there’s definitely a buzz about 
things, and it does look healthier 
than it has for quite a few years.” 
That much is encouraging for 
David Frigate, the former tour pro- 
fessional who travels as Henman's 
coach and also has wider responsi- 
bilities as the manager of the men’s 
national training department for the 
Lawn Te nnis Association. Rumblings, 
however, threaten to destabilise the 
situation. The question has been 
raised whetberit is practicable for F&r 
gate to devote so much time to one 
player while running a department 
Henman is confident Frigate will 
remain by his side. “David’s a hell 
of a lot more than just a coach,” he 


emphasised. “He's a great friend 
who I can talk to and discuss virtu- 
ally everything about my career. He’s 
been the most important person in 
my career, so long may it continue. 

“Obvfously ifyou look al it blunt- 
ly, he does have two pretty major jobs, 
and I think a lot of people have ques- 
tioned whether he can do both. 
From my point ofviewl am vmy hap- 
py with the way things are, and Pve 
been anxious not to change sane thing 
that for me is working very wriL” 
The significance of coaches is 
largely in the minds of players. Some 
of the leading competitors, Boris 
Becker for example, seem to change 
their coach as often as their shirt "It's 
more a question, I think, of bouses 
for courses," Henman said. “Some 
of the top guys do seem to switch 
coaches quite regularly and it doesn't 
seem to matter so much to them. The 
reason why they do that I don’t know, 
but that’s not the way I'd work.” 
Much has been made of Hen- 
man's middle-class background, 

which would only he an impediment 

if he lacked the hunger to succeed. 
His tennis heritage is silver spoon, 


which is infinitely preferable to a 
wooden one. The dynasty can be 
traced to the turn of the century, to 
Henman’s great-grandmother; EDen 
StaweU-Browu, credited with being 
the first woman to serve overarm at 
Wimbledon. Apparently her tech- 
nique was a high toss and a spin of 
the body before hitting the hall. 

Ellen married a Berkshire doctor, 
and one of their three children, Su- . 
san, is reckoned to be the last 
woman to serve underarm at Wim- 
triedon. “As the story goes,” Henman 
recalled, “my great-grandmother 
told ray grandmother an overarm 
serve was a bit strenuous and told 
her to stick to serving underarm.” 

ffcsan’s husband, Henry Bflfing- 
ton, was a Wiltshire farmer who 
played for the Davis Cup team and 
made 15 appearances at Wimble- 
don, giving Donald Budge a decent 
game in the second round in 1938, 
when the American was en route to 
the first Grand Slam. 

Three BiUmgton children played 
at junior Wimbledon. One of them, 
Jane, is Tim’s mother. She has rep- 
resented Berkshire and Oxford- 


shire and is a member of the All 
En gl a nd Chib. Tim’s father, Tbny, 
a solicitor, has played tennis, hock- 
ey, squash and cricket for Oxford- 
shire and football for Headiogton 
United (now Oxford United). 

Tim, foe youngest of three broth- 
ers, tends to taka the family histo ry 
for granted, except when visitors are 


they’re 

ready to play tennis, that’s for sure.” 
. Itwfll come as no surprise that the 
player Henman admires most is the 
exemplary Stefan Edbeig,andftso 
happens that die personable young- 
ster has a couple of things in com- 
mon with the Swede. Aside from 
owm|T much to the coaching of an 
Englishman (Tony Pickard In Ed- 
bergsease), both have been in trou- 
ble for wha cking balls in frustration. 

Tbn years ago Edberg was fined 
$350 (£232) duringa tournament in 
Los Angeles. He had intended to 
Strike the ball hanxdessfy into the net, 
but it zoomed between a couple of 
Hne judges. EdbergYconfessicm ta 
the seamy side of ids past has become 
something of a party piece (Tm still 


; off the fine,” is the punchline), 
l’s experience was chasten- 
ing. If will be difficult to live down 
his action at Wimbledon last sum- 
mer, when he became the first play- 
er in the Open era to be disqualified 
by the All England dub alter acci- 
dentally hitting a ball-girl in the bead. 

While it would be wrong to sug- 
gest umpires have come to suspect 
Henman of being trigger-happy, he 
was penalised a point during last 
month's IipfoiiXTiampionships in 
Florida after twice hitting a ball in 
anger. “Obviously I was very con- 
cerned at Wimbledon about the 
whole thing, because it was so un- 
expected and to be defaulted was a 
great shock to me,” he stud. 

“But it’s not somethingTm reck- 
oning on doing again. With regard 
to Upton, I think that was proba- 
bly the first time I’ve ever bad a 
warning barring Wimbledon, so it’s 
not something Fm concerned about, 
because I know I don't have a 
problem with that. If other people 
do try and make a meal of it, that’s 
up to them." 

Although he canght the odd 


Photograph: Chris Cole/Empics 


glimpse of Fred Perry wandering 
about Wimbledon, Henman never 
got to meet the greatest English 
plaver, who died in February 1995. 
Rather than be inhibited by Puny’s 
record, however, he views it as an 
inspiration. 

“When I’ve been growing up, 
coming through in junior tennis, it’s 
almost been used as a negative 
against us,” he said. “It’s always been 
reported that we haven't had a 
'Wimbledon champion since Fred 
Perry, emphasising how poor the 
standard of British tennis has been. 
But I think it’s something I’ve tried 
to use as a positive to spur me on 
to try and achieve whatever I can in 
the game. 

“Peopte do start putting labels cm 
your head about oeing the next 
British hope, as it were, but I’ve nev- 
er had a problem with dealing with 
that. I’ve always remembered, with - 
the help of people around me, that 
I've just got to concentrhtc bn what 
I do best If I keep working and do 
foe things that Pve done, then Fm 
sure that IwiD continue to have good 
results.” 
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187 606 i 00 
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The Britannic Assurance County Championship - where cricketing 
history is made. Remember Lara’s 501 against Durham? Or Johnson's 
10 wickets in one innings against Derbyshire? Where the stars of 
tomorrow make their name today and where the drama of the game 
has a full four days to unfold. It’s English cricket at its purest 
and it starts on 2nd May. Don’t just read about it. Watch it happen. 



rccB 


CRICKET SCOREBOARD 


Benson and Hedges Cap 

(One-day maectem 
Derbyshire v Lancashire 
(DertjoMne non rasa) 

CHESIUtHI£UfcLawr»ttett,vrtttfaiicwtao- 
obriteadtag, raqtafrn 88 runs off 38 nrnra 
to Met Datyfririia. TOd^yi 1U). 
DERBYSHIRE 

KJ Burnett b Austin 01 

TATowoeWtotavsonbAuMto 10 

CJ Adams BHMKbWHimon 29 

TO M Jam c Mwtin b Chappls 5 

CM Wetec Uojd b Watldnsnn 0 

P AJ DeFrenascHaggU WaBcmtn .23 

tK M fWdan c GaCan b WWdnson .3 

D G Do* c Atherton b Wattewm 14 

M J Vandrau not out ___.12 


* A N Hayhurat not out „ 
tfl J Turner & Croft __ 
G 0 Row run out . 


J D Batqr c Thames b Walton 

A R CtxKfck not out _ 

Extras {B0wl6). 


-87 

-TO 

-1 


-14 

,.7 


MM0R COUNTIES 
-S J Dean b UMy 
R J Evans b Mason _ 
KSMipbVIMs, 




5 D Myles c MacmOan b Weds 
"JTowni 


-..34 

-15 


Tote) (Tor 8, 50 awn) . 


-22 GTJTownawidbMason . 


-13 


-239 


FA Griffith c Watkmaon b Gabon . 

D E Malcolm b Arson 

btw 0b5 *8) 

Total |323 ovars}- 


-137 


1-19 2-33 3-50 4-54 5-64 6-78 7-105 
8-1119-116. 

Scoreat 15 overs: 46for2. 

Martin 7-0-304); Austin 73-2-12-3; 
7-037-1; Wattonson 9-0-44-5; G* 
1. 

LANCASHIRE 

J E R Gatoan Em b Cork 9 

It A Atherton tow b Cork 24 


GXnasc Jones b Cork . 


jp ©redeye Jones bCoth 


-0 


NHFUrtxHterrmauC 

G 0 Uoyd b Mefcatm 

*M Writnison c Adams b Oath . 
tWKHeffnatout. 


-0 


-14 


-.4 

-10 


nawzittB). 


Rato 1-102-28 3-32 4-69 5- 69 6-182 7-194 
8-231. 

DM not Into H RJ Three. 

Score at 15 mm; 87 & 3. 

BowW n g Walton 163-51-3; Thomas S-O-53- 
1: Date 5-0-18-1; Bamick 10-1-49-1; Bi toil- 
er 6-0-27-0; Qoft 10-0-35-1. 

GLAMORGAN 

SP Jamas c Trump bCaddlck 1 

H »Aoms c Tuner b CobdtcH 34 

A Date nm out — 32 

*M P Majnard not out .31 

Extras Ito6 1*4) ..JO 

Total t*br 2, 27 oven) 108 

Fall; 1-18 2-50. 

lb into P a Coney, G P ButeW. R D B Outt 
S D Thomas. fC P Matson. S L WMton. S R Bar- 
wick. 

Scon at 15 ana 55 tor 2. 

Bmrifc«<to data): Certtck 8-3-24-2; Ron 7- 
1-27-0; Was 6-0-33-0: Ecdestone 60100. 
UmpcBto B Duduton and J W HoWar. 
Hampshire v Sussex 
(W a r ups i de won tax) 

SOUlHUHTWfc Kampshfca «m by 87 runs, 
HAMPSHIRE 

•J P Staohaneon c Moores b Jaw 37 

J S limy b GkMns 8 


.-41 


S V Laudato Muon BPascra 
t J N Batty rui out . 


.10 


-14 


M F D Rmnwai iui out 


U J Marvel c Macmdai b Marty . 
M J Sarons not out — — 
M A Sharp not out . 


...10 

.-34 


Extras (hi Bj 9 *9) . 
Total (torn, 50 ones). 


.19 


-208 


f*B: 1-48 2-83 3-109 4-1105-1386-140 7- 
155 8-155 9-192. 

Socm at 15 hr 71 lor 1. 

Bondae Parsons 10-1-43-1: Mu»a*r 10-1-27- 
1; WAansor 4-0-27 0; Wats 10-1- 39-Z Ma- 
son 10-0-35-2; Maddy 01-35-1- 


V J Weds b M A Sharp 
G I MacMHai b Marvell . 
8 FSmflti bLaudai , 


P E Robaaon c Sub b Rotxnson 

•j j Whitaker b Laudat 

D L Maddy not out — 

tP A Neon not out 


■M3 


.33 


.26 


-10 


-173 


iLsnaybGkJc 
R S M Moms c Moores b Jams . 


-70 


Total (tor & 14 oven) 

F*to 1-27 2-29 3-35 4-41 5-48 8-70- 
To bet 1 0 Austin, P J Marin. G Chappie. 
BowtMCfto date* Mefcatm 8021-1; Cork 7- 
1-43-5; DeFrwtas 1-0-54). 

Uavbees T E Jaaqr ana K E Palmar. 

Durham v Warwick sh ire 
ffttowtotehina eon to» l 
GHMIMMIMBt Dortian bavescomf 
143 lor 4 after 3411 overs aNMnstVfar- 
w hliaHte la wk wtobcted imtdLToday: 11Q. 

*M A Rosebeny not out a 55 

PBaktondsa not out 0 

M (W. to7 wl nbl29 21 

— 143 


R A SmHh c Wetot b Safa&ury 
G w wtna c Moom b Law . 
P R Whttahor b Orates 


^3 


WKM Bansamki at Moom b SaBsbuy — 12 

tA n Amies c GteenCald b Jams 16 

S D IKM run out — 10 

MJDMSfiddnotout 1 

C A Connor not out 4 

ExU&a fwlO nh8j 18 


Extras (Ib3 w7). 

Total (tor 6, 38 own) 

M: 1-38 2-62 3-1014-112 5-117. 

To bato G J Parsons. T J Mason. A D Mulafy. 
0 WHamson. 

Ecom at 15 mane 58 tor 2. 

BoWM (to data): Sagers 8-1-440; M A Sharp 
8-1-26-1; Laudat 10-1-40-2; Manet 50-38- 
1; BoWnaon 4-0-22-1. 

Ikqta: KJ Lyons and va Homer. 
Nottaij^iamsfiirc v Worcestershira 
ff Mtt Wan gh t u won tea) 


;to7wlnbl2) 

Total (tor 4, 3M2 mem) — 

FMt 1-52 2-69 3-88 4-142. 

To Into P D COfcBwoa, 1C W ScotL N Ktteen. 
SJEBtomi, MM! Batts. 

Score at 15 owns 87 far 1. 

BowOod (to date): PoOock 112-0-32-0; Brown 
U0-2-26-& NM KSmto 1-0-14-0; Murttn 10- 
1-38-1; Raave 641-224); Welch 1-0-3-1- 
WNRtMCNSHMl N V Krt^it, N M K Smith. P 
A Smtb. D P Osdar T L Psmay. TO A Raaue. S 
M FMock, DR Bnwn Htj Hpar, GWekii, TA 
Minton. _ 

Unphee: G I Burgrse and N T news. 

Essex V British universities 
lErttWl Unterrtfes non too) 

CHBJiSPORD: Eaaax wen by 107 nms. 


Total (tor ^ SO even) 238 

Fafe 1-17 2-68 3-87 4-108 5-174 6-196 7- 
219 8-219 9-231. 

Scare at IS aware: 64 tor L. 

Boed nc Groans 10-1-42-1; Orates 10-1-51- 
U SaMbuty 1041-50-2; Javis 104M8^; Law 
10-0-44- L 


^5 


C W J Athey Itm b Stephenaon — 
M P Spetfit tow b Benamin 
*A P W*' c Moms b Connor 
KGreenSeU c Moms b TTxnsasH , 
N J Lenhatn c Aymes bCcrmor 


J4 


tP Moaras c Aymes b 8anjam« 

D R C Law c Stepftanson b Ban) 

I D K Satotuy c ThrasGeU 

b Stephenson 

V C Orates c Sntoh b Stepnenson IS 

PWjanucBsnJammbThusflaU 3 

ES H Gldrfns not out 0 

l Cb2w6). 


-14 

,_7 

—.8 

-19 


i runout . 


GAi 
*PJ. . 

N Hussaki c Sntfi b I 
S G Law e B o a waia I 
RC Irani not out 
DDJT 


.100 


-82 


-21 


APOrawonnotout- 

Extras (toBwlOrtoS). 


-JartMns _J.O 
10 


-28 


Total (tor 5 , ! . 

Mb 1-200 2-203 3-233 4-243 5-284. 

DU net tteb tR J Roans. M C Wt. P M Such. 

at IS men: 65 tor a 

10-0-95-1; Mere 10-080-0; 
100-38-1; Evwis 10-0-73-0: 
10-0-57-2- 


TetaJ (43J.awand US 

Mb 1-1 2-4 3-63 4-110 5-110 6-128 7-128 
8-162 9-167. 

Seen at 15 own 47 tar 2. 

Bowfbte Benjamin 8-2-26-3; Connor 3-0-30- 
2: Stephenon 7.1-0-33-3; ItxMXkH 10-1-33- 
2; Udal 1D4M44L 
UMptoMB J D Bond and M J Ntthsn. 

Kent v Mddlesax 
(Mddteserwon run) 

CANTERBURY: Kent won by abeaddeats. 
MIDDLESEX 

P N Wastes b Thompson J5 

J C Pnotey c Walter b Thompson 1 

M R RampBahastr c Marsh b Flaming ....26 

*M W Gating c Marsh b Thompson 18 

J □ Carr run out 55 


TRENT BRIDGE: Nottmtftomfdm nn by Ore 

WORCESTERSHIRE 


WPCWtaaeonc Bates b Evans 

11 







IS J Rhodes c Pernatt b Betas 

4 







Extro* (b5 B>7 w7 nb4) . .. 

— 33 

TOW (4&2 OVIM, 188 

MS 1-49 2-120 3-123 4-124 0133 0138 
7-166 0175 0181. 

Scora at IS own; 80 tor 1. 

Bonriue Pennett 40300; Evans 9-2 -34-1; 
Totoy 90480 Donman &2-1-21-3; Hfant 10 
2-22-1; Bates 10-3-21-Z 
NOnWGHAMStflRE 







P ft Ftftord c Wteston b Lan^Jdt 


M P Dowman not out 

19 

Extras (b4 Bj6 w 7 nb8] ... 

Total (tor 5, 4 OA own) 

-"■tS 



tK R Brown b McCague 

0 A Shaft not out 

A R C Fraser not out — 


.43 


.42 


(b5 w6 nb8}. 


.10 


-IS 


12-57 3-89 4-127 5-137. 

DM net bab tw M Nxn. K P Ewns, D B Pan- 

natt. JAAffionL 

Sean at 15 owe 68 tor 2. 

BoaOnto Newport 100-39-0: Thomas &44L 
514): Shonyar 7-2-28-2; Lampto SO-27-1; 
OfeifpmRti 9-1-35-1. 

UnadiwecJH Hampdfreand AGTWhrtBhaad. 
Scottend v Northamptonshire 
(H M t ha w p tpnaWe won toss) 

POWAlto Noftfieuartonshlris mob by fbv 


-33 



CM Quote rot out — 

R s C Itotm-Jentars c RoNna b Iran 
K Mac oGreyson b 
U BA RBtfiid b WUJt 
M R Evans Itm b 
SAJBasMef cltottb 
tJ EtaH not out 

Mb 14542-77 3^1^-110 5120 6-133^ 
180 3-190 9-223. 

Soon at 18 oven; 87 tor 2. 

Bowtoic Kto 7-029- L- UQtema 10067 2; 
Law 5-1-25-1; Irani 101-30-4; Such 103-31- 
0; Grayson 01-28-1. 

J C BaUerstone and R Jcfian. 

Vl 

aqite$Sitmoff23 ***^5 


UNI 

P □ Boater C toeaon b WBtfcn 23 

S C E nJ esttne e Metsxn b Thomas ._4 

RJ Harden b Dele 11 



Total (torB, 50 overs) 219 

Fta& 1-12 2-12 3-44 4-79 5-138 6-197. 
DM not bat: R A fi*. D ftftst, P C h TufneH. 
Soon at 15 overs: 47 tor 3. 

Bowtoig McCague 10-1-53-1; Thompson 10 
2-29-3: FtenirK9-l<30-l; EMhSm 1047-50 
0; Hooper 74W14J; Paw 44J-1S4). 

KENT 

T R Ward e Gening b FdSan 46 

M V Fleming e POoiey b Fay 12 

C L Hooper c Ramprakash b weehas —.62 
G R Cowdrey c Ramprakadi b Weetes _21 

M J Ufefcar not out 28 

M A Eatoam not out 21 

Exbas Col to& wl2 rto2) 20 

Total (tor 4, 472 ovwra) 220 

FMb 1-20 2-105 3-167 4-171. 

DM not tab It J Uonft *rS A Marah. M J 
McCaffiK. J 8 Thompson, M M Ratal. 

Seam at 15 overac 57 for 1. 
aowteto Ijy 100301: Raser0l-274J: Fbl- 
ieniO-0-53-1; Carr0i<3i-O; Waakes 72- 
0-302: Tutrwl 50264). 

Umpbare B leadbeater and D R Shephem 
Minor Counties v LeeeasteraNrs 
iMlno rOBunaeeepnioau 
JESMOI®: LelcastanMre, wttfi (hm wlcfc- 
require 34 raos ofT 15 men 

to boat Mbanr Coanttaa. Todar- ULO. 


SCOTLAND 

BMW Paoeisan b Curran , 
I LPMpAJiou 
J G WMtamaan i 


i not out 

M J Srtvth b Taylor 


-51 


COUNTY 


POSTCODE' 


i ‘Plus a oner unlv emoimem fee of fo.M waived H you join bv Own OeWt. Caiv 'CSHleted , 
i Before VI '7.8T are %ub|Nl lo add Irian Jl fee of t‘ IJ.SO. Prices valid unlit 6/5,‘M- ■ 


acceptance and surgery. 

“It was like coming home," 
she said. “Whea I realised that 


Court of Justi^foundlfiarthe case, wasnow Tiacij - 

behavioGT of the school dlrec- that /foe Government would 
tors breached foe 1976 Euro- haveko amend legislation. 


-G Satmond c capai b MaBander 0 

M J D Atontomm not out _..6 

Extras Qb8 w8) 26 

Total (tor 4, 50 owns) 174 

ftoto 1-75 2-150 3-156 4-159. 

DM not tee G N Rotor, tag Davies. S Goutiay. 
I R Bwen, K Thomaon. 

Scoro at 15 orars 38 tor 0. 

BooDrK Taylor 10-1-29-1; Mailendar 100 
3M; Penbentw 6-1-250; Curran 10-2-20- 
l; Snape 9-O-3S-0; Bofey 5-0234). 
NORTHAMPTONSHIRE 

0 J Capei tow n Qaven ..... .45 

A Fotottam c Bcuon b Thomson .....9 

*RJ EWtey c Sub b Sewn — 66 

M B Loye not out 21 

TR J warren e Dairies b Beven 1 

K M Curran e Aftrtfnm b Thomson 0 

R R Montgomerie rw out — „3 

Extras 0b6 w6 nb8) — jq 

Total (tor S, 314 wars] 175 

Fait 1-17 2-118 0161 4-160 0170. 

DM not bat: A L Penbenhy, J N Snaps. N a 
M altendec. J P Taytar. ' 

Score ot 15 orars: 68 for 1. 
ft teto iS Thomson 7.4-124-2; Wlamson fi- 
^^jJUmatam 40454): Rerier 5-0-28- 
0; Gouday 3013-0; Beven 8034-3. 
Umptrao: B J Meyer and G Sharp. 


Surrey v Gloucestershire 
(GtouossursMre worMoss) 

THE OVAL: Sunay won by tbrao MWmta. 
GLOUCESTERSHIRE 

AJ WHjJiT c Juion b ftoaracn 83 

R I Damson b leto .7 

R J CuriHto not out —137 

A Symond& c and b Jukan 5 

T H C Hencach c Butcher b M P BchnaB ..43 

M W Altoyne not out — 17 

Extras (bl B>9wl5 nbi« -35 

Total ttorA, SO omre) 307 

FU: 1-13 2-174 3-183 4-263. 

DM not bob ■ t R C Russa*. R P Dova, K E Ocx*»- 
er. A M Snritfi. M J Cwikon. 

Scoro at 15 aware: 61 far L 
Bowflnto Lam 101-401; M PBctaie# 100 
51-1; Honoate 50474): Juban 10073-1: 
Butcher 40234b Poareon 10063 1 
SURREY 

D M Want b Cwdran ...32 

A D Brown mn out 82 

*tA J Stewart c Snwti b DM . — ...11 

G P Thorpe b Aflevne — 34 

A J Hoffioate c AU^no 0 Cawdron 45 

D J Beimel b Smith .46 

BP Jutanc Bymondab Dm 31 

M A Butcher not out — 6 

C C Levitt not out j 

Extras 1 H9w3nbl0) 23 

Total (tor 7. 485 ow). 308 

Fait 1-73 2-136 3-153 4-185 0254 6296 
7-297. 

DU not bat: R M Pearson, M P Bctrall 
Score at 16 overs: 110 tor J- 
BowAtt Snwti 9.5073-1; Cooper 90610 
Cawdron 64M8-2; Daws 10064-2; Alleyne 
10030-1; Symonds 40230 
Unpbare R A White and P VWtey. 

Grcwp A 

P W L Tot 

WarvrldcsMiw 2 2 0 4 

LanoeaMre ....2 2 0 4 

Derbyshire 2 112 

UricestersMre J 112 

IhaMm 3. 0 2 0 

Mbwr Counties 3 0 2 0 

Group 8 

P W L Tot 

NortbamtoMUro— J 2 0 4 

Ybrtatiiro „2 2 0 4 

NetUnshameMrc 3 2 14 

Wn reoa l e reMm „„3 0 3 0 

Scottond 2 0 2 0 

Group C 

„ P W L Tot 

Keot 3 3 0 6 

3 2 14 

2 2 0 4 

3 112 

3 0 3 0 

British Univerattias —3 0 3 0 

Group D 

P W L Tot 

HaanpsMro 3 2 14 

Surrey - 2 2 0 4 

Swrea 3 12 2 

Gto uoastowhl ia 3 112 

Intend 3 0 2 0 

SECOND XI CHAMPIONSHIP (Final day of 
ttey# Ktag» C rO w M . TSnotorc Durt^n.- 185 
tAPwn Troon 52E) and 157; Sonomt 256 
fttf g dec (P C L_ Holloway Hanoi and 90 tor Q 
(U Tnnxftoc 02mn taaantvron by 10 mU- 
Ste ._pteoond daw edttros; today: 11 . 0 *: Brie- 
Mfc asnroan 3(fa ibr 6 (A J Date" 50, A D Sha, 
80. W lUa 8 Qno): Gtoucesawtee 230 ft* 7 
Mtoriterox 244 ts p Mor- 
tet 94; M J Rawnsley 4-661 and 202 fix 7 IKP 
Dutch S1J; WorcaswriawB 137. Owsse Lelce&- 
BrahW«4 W Clarte 120 . C Retry 128. P Whit- 
55“ IP* J '" 0 ** 8 5-lia Surrey 246 tor 9 U 
Knre 73. N Sahara ; 881 and 165 to- 4 iG Kan- 

TTri D t^ n f r - S ^f- Yorts l1lre 130 “ R Robarl S 


TODAY’S 

NUMBER 





1,169 

| Pie price of a season ticket I 
in Okl Trafforti's new "exec- 
utive area". Manchester Unit- 
ed are offering 2. 300 seats 
«n trieir new stand at £995 
plus VAT, but in the old 
stand last term, a season 
ticket in the same spot cost 
only £340. 




such as marriage 
birth certificates and 


, adoption, Pday dvm 
ipasaraitsT [ mission! 


over foe iSue ch ucuhu- 

misskming IRA weapons. 


said one ministerial source. 
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sport 


Training is more rigorous, but it should be possible for De Glanville 
to captain Bath, play for England and keep his day job 


The conflict between the Rugby 
FbotbaU Union and the profes- 
sional chibs is one in which on- 
looker? secra to feel the need to take 
sides. It is almost like a matrimonial 
break-up, where the couple’s friends 
ie spouse or the 
doing, bringing 


and county championships is beyond 
my comprehension. 

Even sillier is the proposal for an 

Angjo-Welsh league for the lower 

™n£S£SS 

^ si s£vr7S! 

cannot agree whose side to take in 
somebody else’s troubles. 

I feel under no such obligation in 
the dispute between the RFU and 
the d ubs. This does not prevent me 
from holding stropgvSpv.'s. Thus, on 
the o'sa ’lajia, 1 LQmk the structure 
proposed by the RFU crazy. I am 
with the union only on promotion 
and relegation this season, hard 
though this may be for some dubs. 

But its attachment to the divisional 


week. Cricket has been nearly ruined 
in this country by building a pro- 
fessional structure on a base which 
cannot honestly support it. 

There is no need whatever for 
rugby to go down this particular 


regularly — though one or 
two of these dubs might, of course 
have to drop out, according to na- 
tional league tables, to make way for 
sayj Pontypridd or Sale. 

On the other band, lie newly pro- 
fessional clubs are equally foolish to 
believe that rugby can or should sup- 
port a fully professional structure, 
in the sense that every player in the 
First and Second Divisions — or even 
in the First Division alone — 
home a living wage at the end of the 


for 80 minutes rather than for three 
or four days. Though training is 
more rigorous than it used to be, and 
higher standards of strength, speed 
and stamina are required, it should 
sdQ be posable for Phil de Glanville 
to captain Bath, play for England 
and keep his day job. I can under- 
stand why Dean Richards is taking 
a temporary rest from his traffic 
dudes. Bm 1 hope Tony Underwood 
has not made a mistake in relin- 
quishing ins financial career to take 
Sir John Hall’s shilling. 

Instead of going on about these 



ALAN WATKINS 


on rugby 

matters, 1 should have liked to de- 
vote the whole column to dishing out 
end-of-season awards of one kind or 
another. In the space remaining, 
here are a few. Team of the season: 
Northampton. Runners-up: Bath. 
Once again, Bath supporters may 


think I have been less than generous 
to then dub, but they were starting 
from a position of strength and car- 
ried on from there, playing some 
highly accomplished rugby in the 
course of their journey- though Sara- 
cens, the unluddest side in the First 
Division, would have beaten them at 
Southgate if they had possessed 
even a half-way decern kicker. 

Mike Call deserves a mention far 
recovering from the nearly disastrous 
start he made for England against 
South Africa at outside-haiL He then 
switched to full-back but, in the last 
couple of months, has proved turn- 
self to be. by a long way, the best out- 
side-half in England, outclassing 
Paul Grayson of Northampton - 
(even though the two have not, as 
far as 1 know, been directly opposed 
to each other). 


However, it is Grains dub who 
win the team of ihe’season award. 
Ii took a lot of character to recover 
from relegation by playing rugby that 
was not only successful tut attrac- 
tive as wdL lan McGeechangcis ibe 
coaches’ award too. with the runner- 
up Dick Best, for implanting some 
backbone into his gifted though 
often wayward charges. 

The player of the season is Rob 
tttowrfghu with Robert Hawley as 
r unne r-up. of whom Welsh sup- 
porters have been asking: “Why 
hasn’t he been ia the side for the last 
five years?" Props rarely win awards, 
but there arc special mentions for 
Darren Garforth, who ought to 
have been in the England team, and 
Gary Halpin. who did not want to 
be in the Irish side. There are 
special mentions also for Will Car- 


ting, who had his best season for 
years in difficult personal circum- 
stances, and for Gregor Townsend, 
who might or might not have scored 
for Scotland against England if he 
had amply carried on running. _ 

Then? were several promising 
newcomers in addition to Howley: 
notably Lawrence Dallaglio lit that 
is, you count him as a newcomer), 
Leigh Davies. Gwyn Jones, Simon 
Mason and Jon Sleightholmc. 

1 am giving the award to Mason, 
who came from nowhere to end up 
as the most solid-looking full-back 
in the Five Natioas almost like a 
full-back from an earlier cm. The 
others all share the runner-up 
award, which 1 hope sends them 
away happy after what has not been 
the happiest of seasons for rugby in 
the British Isles. 


Arsenal fear 
the power 
of Fowler 


North London club’s pursuit of Uefa Cup 
place threatened by new England striker 



Arsenal fear the predatory fin- 
ishing instincts of UverpooTs 
new England m arksman Robbie 
Fowler could could come be- 
tween them and a place in Eu- 
ropean competition when 
Liverpool visit Highbury tonight. 

Fowler and his England 
team-mate Steve McManaman 
have persuaded Liverpool’s 
manager, Roy Evans, to think 
again about his original inten- 
tion to rest them for the trip. 
Evans is aware he could face 
c rit ic i sm from Everton - plus 
other Uefa Cup-place chasers 
•if be fields a weakened team. 

Victory over the FA Dip fi- 
nalists wdl virtually ensure the 
Gunners fifth place in the Pre- 
miership and a place in Europe, 
but Fowler’s return to north 
Lomkm provides a hamitingie- 
minder of past faihires. Last sea- 
son, his last-minute winner at 
Highbury put Arsenal briefly in 
the shadow of relegation and 
they subsequently needed to win 
two of their final three Pre- 
miership matches to be safe. 

Fowler also scored a hat-trick 
against the Gunners at Anfield 
in December, and on Arsenal's 
visit he registered the 
i’s festest-ever treble 
w his goals m just over four 
minutes. In addition, be wiU be 
keen to show the England coach. 
Tfcrry Venables, that he has not 
lost his touch. 

“Robbie and Steve are still 
just young lads who have tak- 
en a lot out of themselves with 
so many recent matches," Evans 
said. “If I decide it is right to 
leave them out, FD doit bat they 
both want to play.'* 



His opposite number. Brace 
Rioch, admitted: “Fowler has 
hurt Arsenal a lot - maybe this 
time we ought to tackle him in 
the tunnel before we go out 
there!" 

The England captain, David 
Platt, was preparing for some 
hard work in Arsenal's midfield. 
“There is no way that Liverpool 
are just going to lie down and 
let us get the win we need. Some 
people might think they will have 
one eye on the RV Cup final and 
wiU take their foot off the ped- 
al in the last couple of League 
matches, but I don’t befieve that 

“Their professional pride 
won't allow hand we know We’D 
have to earn the points. But it 
is very important to us to get 
into the Uefa Cup because 
playing in Europe has been a 
■ tradition at-Arsenal for a num- 
ber of years now. Heads were, 
down after we went out of the' 
Coca-Cola Dip in the semi-fi- 
nal at Aston Villa a couple of 
months ago, but we’ve picked 
things op again quite wdl and 
are still m die driving seat for 
the last Uefa Cnp place.” 

<>ify’Baenham,twa points be- 
hind, can overhaul Arsenal if the 
Gunners win tonight, and their 
north London neighbours fetish 
the season with tough away trips 
to Leeds tomorow and Newcastle 
on Sunday, while Arsenal meet 
the old chib of their manager. 
Brace Rioch, iriegpted Boftoo, at 
Highbury on the final day. 

Top scorer Ian Wright, 
though, is doubtful for tonight’s 
match baiting pulled a groin 
muscle after scoring at Blade- 
bum on Saturday. 


Blundell back on the track 


Motor racing 


Britain’s Mark Blundell flies out 
to the United States today to 
prepare for his comeback at the 
fastest track of them all on 26 
May - just two months after 
fracturing his right foot in three 
places, writes Derick AUsop. 

The former grand prix driver 
plunged into a wall in the 
Brazilian IndyCar race at Rio 
de Janeiro five weeks ago and 
had his lower leg in plaster un- 
til last week. But he is adamant 
he will be fit enough to compete 
ii* t.he US 500 at the Michigan 

SP H^nvinced himself he 
could face the osteal after a rest 
session at the awesome oval last 
week. He plans more running 
in his PacWest car beta® 
ling qualifying on 11 May. 

Blundell, who crashed in 

onty^seoindlndyC^^ 

said: “1 was a bit 

when I got hack m the car.Th 


■v 



Karl Malone of the Utah Jazz (left) drives on Portland Hrai Blazer Cliff Robinson during game three of tfie first round NBA 
Western Conference play-off in Oregon. Portland won 94-91 mid tral 2-1 in the best of five series Photograph: AP 


HQ hat-trick for 
Leicester pack 


Rugby Union 


SIEVE BALE 

The Leicester forwards will 
complete a remarkable hat- 
trick in Saturday's Pflkiogton 
Cup final against Bath when 
they appear together for the 
third time in four years at the 
Twickenham showpiece, whose 
attendance this year will be 
75.000. 

This will be the biggest sport- 
ing crowd in Britain this week- 
end and a world record for a 
rugby union dub match, ex- 
ceeding the 68.000 present to 
see the same finalists two years 
ago. Last Saturday Bath relieved 
Leicester of the Courage 
Championship. 

The same Leicester eight 
who faced Bath in 1994 and 
Harlequins in 1993 will be aug- 
mented by three of the backs 
who played in *94 whereas Bath, 
who have injury problems, will 
have only eight of those who 
beat the Tigere two years ago. 
Even so they will field 12 in- 
ternationals —nine English and 
three Scottish - to Leicester's 
six, who include the Irish stand- 
off Niall Malone, preferred to 
Jez Harris. 

John Wells has been passed 
fit after a back injury to return 


to the Leicester hack row. hut 
Bath win he without two of their 
current England players, Jere- 
mv Guscott (thigh) and Ben 
Clarke (ankle > - which in 
Clarke's case is likely to mean 
he has played his last game for 
the club. Richmond haw a ma- 
jor announcement to make next 
TUcsday. 

Other absent Bath interna- 
tionals include Victor Ubogu 
and Simon Geoghegan, nei- 
ther of whom has participated 
in the First Division run-in. 
However, Phil de Glanville. 
Andy Nico! and Graham Dam.* 
have all been passed fit, and at 
prop Dave Hflion has withstood 
the strong challenge of Kevin 
Yates. 

England’s Third Division 
clubs yesterday pledged their 
support to the Rugby Football 
Union in the negotiations with 
First and Second Division clubs 
that resume in London today 
over how the professional game 
will be ran and financed. 

fMifirirtoMer.FMngteaCqpfinallMdt- 
onbam. 4 Mb# J Catont J SeltfMtalme, P 
de GtarunBe leapt). A Adotayo. A Urtcden; M 
can, A Meet D rtion, 6 Owe. J Mafco. M 
Haas. N Redman. S domon, E Wans, A toon- 
son. RapiacMiiMfs: ft Button! f Sawn, P 
Crompton. G French, A Bead, E Pearce, 
la fcw t w : J Litay: S Hackney. S Potter, R 
Roberson, R UndBNood; N Malone. AKadoon: 
G Rovnree. R Cbetenfl, O Gartjrm. M John- 
son, M Poole, J Wells. D Retards (rant), n 
B ach. RoptaeeflMRf*: J Hams, i Harratan. 
D Jeley, D West, C Tartwck, W Drahe-lee. 


Modahl runs 800 m 


Athletics 


Diane Modahl wiU have her first 
track race for 21 months at a 
UK Women's League match in 
Edinburgh on Saturday. 

The former Commonwealth 
champion, cleared of all drugs 
charges last month, is to run an 
800 metres followed by a second 
string 400m for her dub. Sale. 

It wfll be a significant step in 
Modahl’s comeback, which she 
hopes will lead to a place in the 
Atlanta Olympics. She h3s com- 
peted in cross-country and road 


SPORTING DIGEST 


is, after all, the festest track. Ybu 
average 230mpb. It was my 
first sight of it, 18 degrees of 
banking and all It’s a m azi n g. 

“But my confidence came 
back and I got to 218mph with- 
out really pushing. I walked 
away, ray bead held higri, know- 
ing I was still a racing driver. 

“What made it difficult was 
that I’d never broken a bone in 
my life and Td bad five weeks 
to think about it. 1 couldn’t get 
it out of my mind and come to 

tenns with it- L was ludqf to walk 

away from the accident let 
alone talk about rt. But at least 
we found out ft was a compo- 
nent failure that left me with no 

brakes.*’ . , ... - 

The US 500 is being heldm 

direct competition with the tra- 
ditional "500", at Indianapolis, 
followin'* a row between or- 
SS bodies. It means (he 

iMviBgafleW^s^nd-ratHS 

to race at the Brickyard- 


Baseball 

AMBUCAN lEMBJeChcae) WhleS«4 06 
tfcxnte 3: BarUmore 8 Texas 7; Mmneswo 11 
Kansas Oty 6. 

NATIONAL LEACUE: San Uegp2 Houoon 0; 
Atfeana 4 St Uwis l; New YWi Meis 3 Mon- 
bee) 2; Los Angsfes 10 Chicago Cubs 4. 

AMERICAN LEAGUE 
EASTERN DMSB3M 

W L PK GB 

itniifcnora ia u jeo 

HewYn* 12 10 .545 

— ID 14 .417 3*1 

9 17 -346 SVr 

8 IS 240 8 
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WESTERN DM&0N 


cakaede 


9 .654 

U £77 2 

10 Jfi5 ft 

13 .4S6 s 

is as t 


13 500 - 

14 .462 1 

14 462 1 

14 .440 I"* 

15 575 3 


9 .854 
12 .520 &h 
14 -481 4Vi 

33 .458 E 


Basketball 

NBA HRS7 ROUND PlAY-OFFSC Eaaten Can- 
(•nmMan*80lnctofleB3Mbnabatftest- 
of&e 2-U. Wettmn Certwnc* Ptrterd 

94 (Mb 91 (Utah MW bas-oMSe series 2-1). 

Boodng 

Lance Hofison, me former Austraflan 
fcamefweWu champion who coBapsed 
durtnga-f®konMontteyn^4. (fledjes- 
tertay, Accofoingio me hosptel the 23- 
year-oU died of complications ate 
sustaining a brain haemontwse during 
me against LhJ Sang, of China. 

Cricket 

LacasteisNre plan to mete the rearing 
Test umpre. Dwda BM. an honorary Bfe 
member of me county He played for the 
Grace Road dub from 1960 to 1964. 

Darts 

The British Darts Organisation has an- 
nounced that up to 50 women wM be 
invited to compete next December In 
the qualifying competition for the Em- 
bassy World Championships which are 
to be staged at the Lakeside Country 
Club, ftfmley Green, Surrey, from 4-12 
January: 

Equestrianism 

Kristina Gdford has wlthOrawn bom her 

horses. General Jock and Midnight Blue, 
frtmtreBadrrinttjn Masubishi htoreeTn- 
ais which be$n tomorrow. Three other 
top Brttsn horses have been withdrawn 

WfiSam Fox- Pitt) 
and Mr Madawon (tan Starfo. 


Football 

Bristol Rovers have ^eed a deal to 
share Bristol's rugby union pound next 
season. 

Tomas Brofln's. Leeds’ Swedish In- 
ternational sinker; is to utdergo surgery 
on a troublesome anlde problem and 
will not be fit for Leeds’ final two match- 
es of the season. 

Eddie May; manager of lorquax resjgred 
yesterday ate just six months in charge. 
He saith "I’m very disappointed to fin- 
ish bottom of the teaeie. I’m a winner 
and that’s what 1 wanted here at 
Tbrquty. Unfortunately it didn't workout.* 
Fabto Capeto, the Milan coach, has con- 
firmed Yi an toSan newspaper interview 
that he will be moving to Real Madrid 
next season. 

Bebeto, the Brazilian striker, is to leave 
the Spanish league side Deportivo La 
Coruna, managed by former Walsh bore 
John Tbshack. to more back to hte 
homeland and join the Flamengo club 
in Rb de Janeiro. 

MOWMTS LATE RESULTS; EX Caribw Pi*, 
ratanftto: leeds 0 NencasSe 1. «kl VhM 
CuuTwenw; Stevenara 1 Dag and Red 0. let* 
Im 8» Framtor Mwk Cashatan 2 EMM» 
2. TOM DMfloit! Tnne 0 Soutnal 1. UnBand 

tM0w PrewdanTt a? nm t me wr w g. 

VtoWtp 3 Gusaey 1 fagj <-ij. Pwfo rOtw- 
•toe iM 4 Cta*y 3; Wnstani UM 2 Wr- 
ton Atom 1. Ere* WilMpi ft — ii y 

DMtowcDtalhonUrwe00TwT>r^2.Nom>. 
wOQaa»Bd tMtotato Bi Mat BB>. 
UK 3 Many MW 3; Pcto*«2 Brig* rntoto 
iHdK rtrt Obtatot: BMHurt jTonrtweft 

Boron 2 SteftH vnd 1.- MmeMerlhd lSMc 
a Sdanf Wtotoe fston Vftts 0 PteeUrt CC 
Uacs3W 2 PW V* Z Manrtdd 2 Barreto 4. 
ThH OMWm: Uw« 4 BDcmtoa ft Snraw. 
pe 0 Bi^y 4; saxtaot 3 snewetay 0. Am m. 


mi ab c s Ce u MnUon f%st DMWR Bnsai 
Ro*ea 0 Amnsi ll Cnwno 1 Souttomtson O; 
bAon4|pcMd)l:0>k»aunilChetMal:9Mni- 
ckr 1 ansol D»y t Vtodort 2 ToUErnwn 1. Sac- 
ami DMalMK Bamnpvm 2 Swansea 2: 
Checannam 1 PfimouOi L Cb w » Undar-IB 
Ctar«iamMp(Mm4sWaa»4:l«MlAn- 
tnaO; Partial 3 Mane o. Stoop B: Greece 2 
Gemartr 1; Ronvnu 0 Unw 2. G*enp C: 
Frame 2 Croaw O; Span 4 Smaeftml V Ctoop 
D: Turtwy 3 Israel 0; Endand 2 SkwaM* 0. 


sde. Oemed that ha Oeciswn had any- 
Iftrg to do with the town's performances. 
Kewi Wafier, the Pontypool wmger and 




Mistral blows itself out 

***** ^Nicore.Le.h^ed 

4 'h» The income tro® inese iwu 
The Grand Mistral round^e ^ no t enough .to 

world race due to start fitom continued bufidmg of 

MarsBille in September wUJ ^ eflecto f yachts, m what was 
not now. take place, whites creaimn project m the 

g&jssujs 
»®ssssfffi f&ssssssc 

funding the building of eight the fits** ^ which 

identical iaasi yachts have de- reaia iSff moulded. 
G^dtoposqjoaetheewarL No bavebeeumou 

" Thc brainchiki of. the Swiss rejected a m® 1 * r c i CTr 

occanracerPiexTe F tefabnarm. to com 

the race was seerras arival to relief at the race hea 

thr- Whffhry^^ Cr,»rhamPton. Jt ™ “ISO 


1 WEEKEND 

F 

IXTURES AND 

POOLS GUIDE S 

Fiiffwlotgh Laagpc Fioot DWriw 

Q—Uamial Cooffocn 


Second DMstoa 

Not on coopons: SamfJey v Grimsby. 
Sheffield Utdv POri V»t 

25 AKrtneftam v Oag S Bed 

26 Bromseow v Haw* 

i 

50 Clyde v Queen of South. 1 

EodrioWhUagM 
Second MvMoo 


27 Dover v Gateshead 

28 Fterborou^T v Stevenage 

29 Kanonngy SotyWdgS ... 

30 Macdesflrtd v Hedneslsrd 

2 

«~2 

51 East Ftev Satng —X 

52 Mortrose v Ssmw -2 


i 

...-i 

Third DMdan 



....i 

4 Orfate y Brtsw Cfty*. 

— i 

32 NonriMcfi v Wefin£ 

....j. 

55 Aitratsh y ASren — - — 1 

5 owstertsM v Notts Cnrsy 

— x 
2 

33 Stouffi v Rwcom 

.— j. 

— i 

58 Caledonian TyUAngnun A 

7OdbnlUofyPeteiboiw0) 1 

3SMcMngySoufipen — — . 

Ids UogBO Proretar DMdra 

—j. 

58 Ross Corny v Queen's Pane 1 

PLAYING SUHOAY: FA CaitagPMtuleaMp: 
Atsenrt v Bolton: Che&sair BbeWun; cbwv 

9 Swansea y Grew 

—2 

i 

SO 9«ndon v Steckport— ...— 
U.VMHI v Bd0non 

.— 1 
~.4. 

37 'i^wlrig y BBtap-s StDrtfort) 

38 Yeovfl v Enfield 

— i 
X 

iiepootMddearou^JvManutd; vaueasde 

12 YWtv Backport..- 

Tbfcd DtvMoo 

._2 

B*JTs Scottfsb Lmmgu* 

PtMrier DMdoo 


ton v WimUedorr, West Ham v Shell Wad:. 
EKUrtg* btstnmo Ua£» fct DMUare 
BTTTJngrwn v Reading Chanmn v WoM^- 
tBmpttxt;OystrtRBlaBBvN(wKh;ffijddef- 
sfieu v PonsnoiAffi tsrtdi v MlwaA; Oldhent 
V Luton: Stole y Southern* Tianmere y Sun- 



39 Aberdeen v Fafaik 


lSCanttddSB LfeJv LeymnOianL 


40 Ceffle v Rattti 

41 rtbemfany Pater 

—A 



42 KBnamocfi y Rangers ^ — — — . 

_~2 

by. 



43 MoOteiwI v Hearts — 


Four drew* Brentford v Boutamoum. Cam- 



First DtvWos 


trace tinted v Leyton Orient, ttavKvEmwd. 
East Fife v Strti* 

Hte aacyR Cteae. DBrit&n Snan- 

rjej, Bracrtn. 

20 Uncclnv Torquay — 

—1 

44 Dundee y St JrtYiifflfie 

— — X 

2H4jimwbvHBrtleport 


46 Uorint v DtBVfta Ltt) 

~*JC 






34 Wenv Nontampun — 


4SStfc6(renvayael»nk 

— L 

Celtic, Qvrfennkm, Berwick. 


Hockey 

GreaBrCRnenotathuseverKnasshpre- 
Ofympk: ttkr in Atlanta yesterday wilti a 
thrAngwaoryoverteOlyrrioctiiampi- 
ons. Spain, to wntherr four-match senes 
3-1. In thelrgmragre s affwwt the Unit- 
ed States Britan won ora ana drtw one. 

Ice hockey 

WORLD CKAimoNSMI* «roa» A (Vtonoa) 
quwtar-tlto; IMred Ssnes 3 S«edtn 2. 

Rngby League 

St Hdans hare agreed to piay London 
ftoncos at home in the Super League 

on Sunday 32 May; not away as orjg- 

inaHy scheduled, because the Broncos' 
ianefiortfs. Charlton. couM be awohed 
In a Rrst Division playoff atlha VMev 
that weekend. The match wifi bek off 
at 6pm and be televised lire on Sly 

Rugby Union 

Peter Jones ros resigned as coach oT rei- 

egstad Abarouay afar the dub Brushed 
bottom of the Heineketi Leaeie Fhsi Di- 
vision. The ex-Newbridge forward who 
spent three years inches of the Gwent 


Football 

{7.45 unless stated? 

FA CArOJHQ PREMIERSHIP 
AnwruJ vLTrerpod. 


ENOSLBBM INSUtANCElEASUE 
raesrwvtsroN 

V IIUUUSIIDBII , 


EUROPEAN UNDER- IE CtUMPfONSMP 
[Austria &wp U? Bitfand vTutay {4J0>. 
105 L£ASUE Premier MvUwc Hum 
Boro^vtayes(73(S.MDMrioKAtte- 
oon Town v Maidenhead United. 

BEAZS) HOMES LEAGUE MUaMSMteOK 
Dwley v SwurtxWge: Paat R8na« v sut- 
ton CoWTWd. Southera DMataq fanshem 
vEfcStfiwe: YatBToRnvRte93. 
UNSOND LEAGUE Pm DMMok VAMsop 
« Asmon; Fatdey v Uten tinned. 

HBlBWRDUMia>C0U<DESlEA8UEPm- 

Bter MvtetoiE Rnrods v Sttttod. 

GREAT HUS LEAGUE Premier BMeJoo: 
Taunton v MangDttfefo. 
fSDERADOH BREWERY NORTHERN 
IEA8 UE BMMor: Gusoorm^i » Con- 
MC Wh&byv PMertee. 

NORTIBtN COUNTIES EAST LEAGUE Ri*> 
tow IWWok DaneBy UM«! v uosecMB; 
Hudnfl Town v H*m. Pratotenr* Qv B. 
oat BOffiv Bdper 

LEA9IE OF WALES: Rrt Town w Conrans 
Ousy J7-30). 

wmSTDWSAD NOiT LEAGUE AstDMtott 

Slade Green v Heme bay. 


the Second DMson club for First Divi- 
sion Bridgend. 

Preston Grasshoppers have signed 
StereKenyihofoiTiwiugvteagMBptey- 
er. Kerry made 133 tost team appear- 
ancestor Preston and scored 905 points 
before signing for Safcrt back in 1968- 
He now reums to the Lancashire side 
as a p&jer with sane coaching duoes. 

Snooksr 

EMBASSY WDRDCHAMnOHSHr (EMflWd) 
Smto Ruto D Atom (iwn M K CUibiv (fet) 
13-ScPEtaen too KjWhto(EnQ 13-12. Qmr- 
yr- amt S Hanory (Sco) leant 0 Mogan (Wao 
5-3 nweft lesumes 3pm today: p ttacr (Enfl 
W* 8 Dare Itfi0 5-1 nwl resumes 10 30 
UOff. 

Sp aodwy 

PIMMBA LEAOUB Wpfccffi a neiBjn 56 Bwo- 
•1S 40: Eawr 48 OCwd 46. 

MMtNnit 

OmOPEAN CHAMnONSHVS (BnrthteM, 

TB OMa Wa ) MW, Opty A; Frace 4 Germany 

3. ItetM 4 Hotend 1, Balkan 4 Skwena 2. 
Qravp h Samian 4 En^ond L (Sweafen BrsO: 
JVfeMftre tot to A ltorySl-19 13-21 18-21; 
T von Stfneto ot a Cotoe 21-14 2117: J Pew- 
matB BHnm 2i-ifi a-17: wauw snd 
P8QB0R « Parry and BSkten 23-21 21-19: 
Waste M Codw 15-21 21-13 21 11; Credi 
««teic 4 Hunror i. Poland 4 Wy 2. Orwo 
& Oojta 4 Fraand 2: Seem 4 artanU 1; S®- 
WM> 4 Ausota a teupfcLltmsrw 4 PMand 
1. ik«te P. Ukraine 4 Scotland 0, Bcretfa Henr- 
0»ra 4 Qpna 2; Pertuor 4 Aiuna a teop 
■ Noway 4 Luamtourg l; law 4 AMtatan 
ftABnenB4iwe2. 8 ^BW « aiwpftSp- 
Whe 4^ YVBHtere t; Ftatand 4 span 1. few* 


TODAY S FIXTURES 


JEWSON EASTERN LEAGUE Piwnkr DM- 
skw Qaeton v WSOacft; Oman <t Faten- 
harre SotamtAMvOeat^ntnim: sufoury 
Wanderers vWbttjn. 

PONIWS LEAGUE Fktt DMetoK BJOCkbum 
vSwhK7.Cn; BoBai vBlttnetf ifl ff»Oy f7 0>-‘ 
Derby v Wes Bromwich (7.0); Lews »«*• 
Miriam Sores (7.0h Marchesifir U» 
mam C7.0): Sheffield Wednesday v OUnam 
J7. 0), Second DMskxs Aston Wto v Ht« 
P Dl Bteckoool v Bunny 17.0); Sunderland 
vl Etadwham (7-0); te v Atanchesra Crty 

(7.0^11*6 neWoic Darling! on v Chester 

(6J0); Doncaster w Vftfca 6 1 7.0); Sortior- 
Orti vShrereiuy (7 jDi; Saatfimp*^ v Cartsle 
(72»; srockpon v Lincoln (6.45): WraKham 
v Cheeterflea r7j0>. 

AnNbeUUNttCMBBUnQNfiHtK- 
Queerrt ttekltawsis vBfV«n 
Cky V Watford 17,30); Chamon v 
™t #n *tath C7ti); Luton v Swrndon r7-3°h 


races, but not in her specialist 
event since failing to qualify for 
the 800m final at ibe European 
Championships in Helsinki in 
August, 1994. 

The 29-year-old is planning 
some low-key races before step^ 
ping up to a 600m at the Welsh 
Gaines al Cardiff on 25 May. 
followed by 800m races at Eu- 
ropean meetings in Hengelo 
and Bratislava. 

Modahl, who has made her- 
self available for Britain's Eu- 
ropean Cup team in Madrid, 
said: “I'm excited to be com- 
peting again." 


F: Beteus 4 Estonia 0; Turkey 1 VKdes 3 Group 
<k Dentnot* 4 Bosna Hccc$pwno ft 5«<Ci«Bwr 
4 PortufpT 3: Mvta 4 fl4efm»4n 0. 

lennls 

ATP TOURNAMENT (MMdl) Rrat rauHfc H 
DwcMiurn rOnrt bt A Coraqj (Spi 6-0 7-5: 6 
Kaitjjcner fOrrr m A Cauderza tm 7-5 6-3. 5 
DOKdd iCr Rep* M O Carnpore» Hi) 6-1 60. 
6 G Sena** IAiBI n C-U Snob iGctl 36 60 
64; H Gumy lArR) Dt M Ursoon iStwi 6 2 64; 
B Becker ESen ot F Ro«l5pi 6-4 64; 7 Uitier 
1 Ml M S nsMcaHo (fit 6-1 6 1; M Gar'ivr 
rGen M W Ferrara lSA> 6-3 6-4. 

JUAT CHAL1ENBE MEWS 70WINAMEN7 (AT- 
kaats) Hut rauMfc F Uekcrn iBmi tx 1 farmer 
OJSl 6-2 7-6: H GOCKSrm IBrtl M G Uis iAig> 
0-66-4 KAIont, iMct) M LA Moraon lEcu< 
7-6 6-4: 0 Whwten illSl bt Ll HrrMcs iBah) 
76 3-6 6-3: U Tetourr i4*al « J Ap rt ’Swei 
6-3 64: DOwrcol IFt) M L town (US* 64 C-2. 
HAMBURG WOMEN'S OPEN fM rWMt H 
Dtanomir (Rom) M IN Prater lOm 4-66-3 6-1; 
P SctayOM iSwU H 5 Crete (US) 6-7 6-1 6-2. 
B Ramc* iGert m S (toad iGeti C-4 64; a Crb ■ 
con iSrei bt P Besero* iGen 63 &J. 

UA SPRING SAtaliTE (HaUMl} UWaank Srat 
n»nt J Swck iSAi m A WaanmiM <GBi &3 

6- 2; A TondWt iG8l W C Aaearo iDenl 7-6 6T 

7- 5: s SnWoB (GBl N W Snon&m Unboni 62 

6- 1 n Eeprova ptai M H UtMthowc iGBi b-J 
2 - 8 7-5;rW30OC<A: «SSi « M Lamarre (Frr 63 
67 6-3; J WMtCfflK X Cato* \CBl 0-2 6-0: 
£ If Be*snd (Fi> bl R LVudCtor lAuu 62 b-3: 
M CneiWtoa l«Jont W 5 Dauaoc iCal 7 6 G4; 
A knrnaj |Hun) K C 2ocn*iodou (Grei 4 -6 6-2 
64*: U ttofrro (Rrei tt M 60IM3WU dtucl 4-G 
62 60: K Batoeva 1C: Rep) bi L AN (GBl 62 

7- fi J Mtaod (Gar ot ai Wotbmr t5*ei 7-662: 
B Aito (Ausl H J Ctaudurv iCH* 64 69; l Uk 
w>ff IGBJ M c Owsuan (Ceri 63 63; J Pifln 
(GB) N M Gurotan IMOAl: G NeAjnB (ttep or 
M) j Dawson iGflt 4-6 64 C-4, 

LEADW WQMEm WORLD RANKMGS: !■ S 

Go* iGMi. » sets rusk 2 C Mateciso): 3 A 
Sancnfi veano (Sb); 4 1 AUiob tcraoi; 8 A Hitw 
(Gert:6CRuQp{USi;7KDawUaptfit:86Sa3a- 
on, (*0:9 M LWreva (Rrt; 10t Oarenpon: (USi. 


Nonncti » MAmaU (7-30);SouO*arnatonvBn& 

W (tows (7 J3TO: Wntfodon w Ai5«fll jiO). 

JQIM PRAMtESnMQNWb Btrrinfltam 

vAstonVJb. 


Speedway 

PREMIER LEAGUE: FKrf v ScolltJi Monarcn*. 
(7-301; Pwato V B?Hc Vue (730). 
CHALLENGE: lane taon y Pwoteouau 
(7 JO). 

Other sports 

SNOOKER ERK^MxUCtarrireretV) ev. 
able Theatre. Sheffield), 

10008: UA Spreig SaWtta lounsa*- 
(QuocnsModt. 


A VITAL PIECE OF CRICKET 
EQUIPMENT. THE BOX. 


A lull cjukie to c ticket on TV. Just one ot the innovation^ 
in tile new look WISDEN CRICKET MONTHLy 


1 
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THE RAPID RISE OF TIM HENMAN 

John Roberts on Britain's new tennis hope 


26 4 


Keegan in danger of cracking under the strain 


Alex Ferguson was not saying 
much yesterday, but the Man- 
chester United manager did 
not need to. The title race may 
still be running but. judging by 
Kevin Keegan's televised out- 
burst on Monday night, the 
psychological battle has already 
been won. 

The victor is Ferguson, a 
master of the art after Gve 
years of championship run-ins. 
Keegan, fresh to the pressures 
and wearing his desire on his 
sleeve, appears dose to crack- 
ing under the strain. 


It was not just what he said 
on Monday night after New- 
castle's 1-0 win at Leeds, it was 
the way he said iL His eyes were 
bright with emotion, his finger 
jabbed at the camera and his 
pasaoQ was raw and unchecked. 

The Newcastle manager ap- 
peared to accuse Ferguson of 
provoking Leeds' bold perfor- 
mance on Monday by com- 
ments be made after Leeds lost 
at Manchester United the pre- 
vious week. He then appeared 
to link Ferguson with rumours 
that Nottingham Forest were 


prepared to let Newcastle win 
their vital Premiership clash to- 
morrow in return for being the 
opposition for Stuart Pearce’s 
testimonial next week. The ru- 
mours were vehemently dis- 
missed by Frank Clark, the 
Nottingham Forest manager. 

Ferguson did accuse Leeds 
players of “cheating” their man- 
ager after their efforts at Old 
Iraford. TBs remarks were wide- 
ly interpreted as an attempt to 
ensure Leeds were as committed 
against Newcastle as they were 
against Manchester United. 


One-match 
ban and fine 
for Asprilla 


MARK BURTON 


Newcastle United brought up 
the big guns to defend Fausti- 
oo Asprilla before a Football 
Association disciplinary com- 
mission in a Leeds hotel yes- 
terday but in the event they 
need hardly have bothered 

The Colombian striker was 
found guilty on two misconduct 
charges that followed his tangles 
with Manchester City's Keith 
Curie during a Premiership 
match at Maine Road in Feb- 
ruary. but he escaped with a one- 
match ban. at the start of next 
season, and a fine of £10,000. 

Newcastle’s concern about 
the possible consequences for 
their record £7 .5m signing from 
Parma of a case that bad been 
delayed by nine weeks was dear 
in the size of their delegation to 
the hearing. It was seven strong, 
including Asprilla, his inter- 


preter and Newcastle's manag- 
er, Kevin Keegan. 

The club's solicitor, Stephen 
Hornsby, questioned the com- 
mission's right bo view video ev- 
idence of two incidents over 
which the referee, Martin Bo- 

Brigbtou are do stay at tbe Gold- 
stone Ground for a further 12 
months after agrof m g & lease- 
backdeai for an undisciosed fee 
with Chartwell Land, the 
ground’s new owners. Tbe dub, 
now relegated to the Third Di - 
vision, want to build a £32m sta- 
dium at Toad’s HoteVkllty; about 
two miles from the Goldstone. 

denham, took no action. In tbe 
first, Asprilla appeared to elbow 
Curie as the defender pulled 
him back, and in the other, at 
the end of the game, the 
Colombian appeared to butt the 
Manchester Q'ty captain, with 
a lin esman s tanding close by. 


Anderton has reaction 


Darren Anderton may miss an- 
other chance to show the Eng- 
land coach Terry Venables he is 
still a realistic contender for a 
Euro 96 place. 

The rotten ham manager, 
Gerry Francis, is “reluctantly" 
considering leaving him out of 
tomorrow's Premiership game 
at Leeds United after the mid- 
fielder reported stiffness and 
soreness following his first full 
game for nearly eight months. 

Anderton has had two groin 
operations this season and, un- 
til Saturday's 1-1 draw with 
Chelsea, had managed only 
four first-team starts. 


He is still hoping to be called 
into Variables’ European Cham- 
pionship party and wants to be 
part of foe two-match tip to Chi- 
na and Hong Kong on 19 May 
- just 10 days before Venables 
must name his final squad of 21. 

“It is asking a lot of him to 
play Saturday, Thursday, Sun- 
day after being out for so long,” 
Francis said. “He did weD to last 
the full 90 minutes against 
Chelsea but it’s obvious he’s still 
not yet the Darren Anderton of 
last season. You couldn't expect 
it. If he doesn’t play on Thurs- 
day he could play at Newcastle 
on Sunday - or vice versa.’* 


Tbe three-man commission, 
headed by the Lincoln chairman 
John Reames, took legal advice 
- their senior lawyer Raj Park- 
er outlined the FA case - before 
rejecting that challenge, and a 
video of the elbowing incident 
was then shown three times. 

After the four-hour hearing, 
the FA spokesman Steve Dou- 
ble announced that Asprilla 
bad been found guilty of both 
elbowing and butting Curie, 
who was cleared of his charge 
of behaving in an “aggressive 
manner" after a subsequent 
45-minute hearing. 

“On the Gist charge [the el- 
bow], the commission ruled 
that Mr Asprilla would pay 
part of the cost of the hearing, 
serve a one-match ban from the 
start of next season and be 
fined £10,000,” Doubles said. 
“On the second charge, it was 
decided (hat no penalty would 
be Imposed.” 

Although the ban is short, the 
fine is the highest imposed by due 
FA for an on-field incident and 
matches the one levied on Eric 
Cantona for his attack on a fan 
at Selhurst Park last year. Nei- 
ther Asprilla nor Keegan com- 
mented on the verdkt 

Double said Newcastle's club 
secretary, Russell Cushing, in- 
dicated the St James' Park 
board would seek legal advice 
before deciding on an appeal. 

Asprilla could have come 
off worse. Arsenal’s Paul Davis 
was given a nine-match ban for 
breaking the jaw of the 
Southampton midfielder, 
Glenn Cockerill, off the ball in 
the late 1980s. A six-match ban 
would not have been surprising. 
Police raid ticket outlets, page 6 
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By AqoHa 



ACROSS 

2 Dead to die world, like re- 
tired PM (61 

5 Turkey on a plate, cooked 
with peas, makes a meal 

8 Tropic island with grain on 

9 Black magic? (5) 

11 In Redear a boy parades a 
horse (4) 

12 Primitive insect girt paints 
with abandon (10) 

13 Pest is in the shade! (8) 

IS Shoe -wiper in front of 

church for tbe wedding (5) 


17 Male, accomplished driver 

19 ^Toudbuist in county trip 
(S) 

22 Group-member and princi- 
pal lodger? (101 

23 kitty finds amusement by 
day (4) 

25 Balanced by adjusting girth 

26 Imr-player bowled, taken 
in by speed (9) 

27 Beam m through supplica- 
tion (6) 

28 Tblal contained in soft 
notecase? (6) 


DOWN 
Tof 

sibly? (7) 

Cast out to give voice (4) 
Plan to leave America out- 
of brochure (8) 

Managed detectives' rank 

16) 

Tiller with course set 
around the meridian at 
one time? (9) 

Quarters in opening of old 
royal house? (7) 

Tobacco addict - reckon 
his Ma is upset? (5-6) 
Mica? (4-7) 

Advertise bigwig, say, that 
is good to take on (0) 
Salad in meny monarch's 
rule? (8) 

Traveller has a go, very ex- 
cited (7) 

Using bad language, I have 
to follow a PSv (v) 

British champion right to 
take a stiff drink? (o) 
Shepherd killed in lake 
south of Lincoln (4) 


IbodagTs Sotadon 



Win a Bentley & Co silver rose bowl worth £125 
CALL 0891 311 017 

When you have tbe tuuwew lo die fin* lluee dues across AND the fo» Unee dues down phone 0891 311 017 and 
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Winners wifi be scfcctetfal random Iron all correct entries received. No cash alternative. Normal Newspaper Ptrb- 
lishingniicaatmb. Edita's derf rinw h BnaL 


Glenn Moore on the winners and losers 
in the Premiership's psychological war 

But he has not made any pub- 
lic comment about Newcastle's 
match with Nottingham Forest, 
or made representations behind 
the scenes. That accusation 
has, privately, angered Fergu- 
son, but his overall mood on 
bearing Keegan must have been 
one of quiet satisfaction. 

While Ferguson is equally 
passionate about the game, and 
prone to outbursts, there is 


•■'’f'uNKiRsi by Newspaper Pta&iatttng PLC ? Cwxad* Sjujrr. Cana/y Whjrt Ltmkm SDL. 3od pirnod m MinwCotan Prim, St 
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often a calculated air about 
them - which is not to say his 
sentiments are not genuine, 
just that he knows how, and 
when, to express them. 

Keegan is still learning this 
game. A few weeks ago he won 
widespread admiration for the 
magnanimous way he took the 
last-minute defeat at Liverpool, 
and the equanimity be showed 
in similar circumstances at 


Blackburn. But, in recent 
weeks, the great communicator 
has gone to ground, talking at 
length only to a tabloid news- 
paper, which pays him hand- 
somely. His anxiety and his 
distress at the prospect of losing 
a championship Newcastle had 
in their hands at Christinas, can- 
not help but communicate itself 
to the players. 

After Manchester City, a 
dub facing pressures of a differ- 
ent kind, won at Aston Villa on 
Saturday, Alan Ball stressed 
how important it was for the 


manager to seem in control 
“The top man has to be strong," 
he said. “You have to handle 
these situations. The players are 
looking to you. If you have as 
Achilles heel if there is the 
slightest hint of desperation, 
they will pick up on it” 

There is more than the slight- 
est hint of it about Keegan. His 
reliance on motivation rather 
than tactics, coujtted. with his 
present mood - his panspg 
shot on Monday was, “1 teflyer> 
HI love it if we beat them, love 
ft^-hringtfear that his next pre- 


wntrii talk will be more Ally 
MacLeod than Bill Sbunkly. 

Before then, he has a derision 
to make which will require u 
cool head. David Ginola is 
available tomorrow. Keegan 
has said he will play, but does 
he drop Faustino Asprilla, his 
expensive misfit, or Keith Gill- 
espie, Monday’s matebwinner? 

A timOar choice faced another 
manager on Sunday. He dropped 
the big signing and reaped tbe 
..harvest But,som^7w,yousus- 
pet^KuM^ V7l{_n°t be calling 
Old Thanord for' idvirar 


B&H CUP: Kent dominant, Derbyshire resurgent and Surrey batsman rampant 



Hooper’s art 
bewitches 
Middlesex 


HENRY BL0FELD 


reports from Canterbury 
Middlesex 219-6 
Kent 220-4 

(Kent win by six wickets) 


There are few better sights 
than watching Carl Hooper 
score runs. He is the most fe- 
Ikatous of strokeroakeis and his 
62, which helped take Kent to 
a convincing victory over Mid- 
dlesex, provided a lovely warm 
glow towards the end of a dis- 
tinctly chilling day. 

So for this year, Middlesex 
have been out of sorts and hav- 
ing lost all three of their qual- 
ifying matches they are also 
already out of the last eight in 
the Benson and Hedges Cup. 

In tbe field, they seem 
strangely naked without the 
distinguished presence of John 
Emburey and the increasingly 
avuncular looking Mike Gat- 
ting. is at (he moment a gener- 
al of an army which lacks 
cohesion. 

. Kent, on the other hand; 
have now won all three of their 
group matches and. even with- 
out captain, Mark Benson, and 
seam bowlers, Alan Igglesden 

and Dean Headley who have an 

assortment of injuries, are in 
good working order and no 
one more so than Hooper and 
opening bowler Julian Thomp- 
son who won the gold award. 

Rather surprisingly, on a 
greenish pitch, Gatling chose to 


bat and at once Middlesex had 
problems against Thompson as 
be moved the ball away from the 
right-hander off the seam and 
bowled a good line. Last year 
Thompson dismissed Brian 
Lara for a “pair” when the 
West Indies played Kent and 
now he took three for 11 in his 
first six overs. 

The Middlesex innings was 
belatedly consolidated by a typ- 
ically determined if ungl am- 
orous innings from John Carr 
and Keith Brown. They were 
then taken passed 200 by some 
wonderfully fluent stroke play 
from 17-year-old Owais Shah 
who was bora on Karachi He 
on-drove Maitin McCague for 
a six with an ease Hooper would 

have envied. Shah is a young 
man with an unusual talent 

Matthew Fleming started 
Kent's inning s with three thun- 
derous fours and then Trevor 
Whrd, who grew in confidence, 
Hooper and Graham Cowdrey 
took them close to victory. 
Hoopers off-drive for six off 
David Follett was the stroke of 
the day and the product of glo- 
rious timing for he hardly ap- 
peared to mt the ball. 

‘ Hooper and Ward put on 85 
in 19 overs before Wird drove 
Follett to backward point Cow- 
drey now helped Hooper add 62 
in 14 overs before got out in 
quick succession. Mark Eal- 
ham who drove Phillip Tufnell 
for a huge six, saw Kent home 
with 16 balls to spare. 

Scoreboard, page 26 


Cork turns tables 
on Lancashire 


Alistair Brown, of StaTey, hits out during his innings of 82 yesterday Photograph: Fteter Jay 

Brown goes to town 


MIKE CAREY 


DAVID LLEWELLYN 


reports from The Oval 
Gloucestershire 307-4 
Surrey 308-7 

(Surrey win by three wickets) 


Darkmutterings at Surrey’s de- 
cision to charge £10 to watch 
Benson and Hedges Cup crick- 
et at The OvaJ, compared with 
foe more modest £6 charged 
north of the Thames at Lord’s, 
were muted after another value- 
for-money performance by Alec 
Stewart and his merrier men. 

Aseccarf successive victoty for 
Surrey, studde d with some su- 
perlative batting from both tides, 
brightened a generally overcast 
day. Alistair Blown's devastating 
17-ball Hitz; which took him from 
31 to 81, almost - but not quite 
- overshadowed a marvellous 
hunched from Gloucestershire's 
Rob Cunliffe in only his second 
appearance in the competition. 

Cunliffe’s unbeaten 137, 


which took Gloucestershire to 
their highest total in tbe Cup, 
was all the more admirable 
since the 22-year-old had to 
come in at an inglorious mo- 
ment for Gloucestershire - first 
wicket down in the third over. 
The gold award was probably 
poor consolation for Cunliffe, 

He played with the compo- 
sure ofa veteran. In tandem with 
opener Tbny Wright he helped 
put on 161 for the second wick- 
et to make a match of iL He was 
there until the end. More than 
three hours of fine strokeplay 
and an outrageous shot or two, 
notably the second of his two six- 
es over the long-off boundary, 
when he removed h is bottom 
hand as he struck the ball. 

But Brown, following up his 
half-century at the weekend, 
naturally out-hit everyone. His 
57-ball innings contained a va- 
riety of blows, with one rhinp in 
common - distance. One of his 
four huge sixes finished up in 
the road dose to the gasome- 


ters and another would have 
reached Yuixhall Station had a 
stand not been in the way. He 
moved from 31 (winch took him 
31 balls) to 81 m 17 deliveries 
and brought to mind the espknis 
of Sri Lanka’s World Cup sen- 
sation, Sanath Jayasuriya. 

Brown did much to lay the 
foundations for victory and en- 
hanced his reputation as a pos- 
sible forEngfontfsTfcxaco squad. 
He is regarded as a “pinch-hit- 
ter”, although there is nothing 
pinched about the way be plays. 
He is generous, extravagant 
even, a true crowd pleaser with 
his stunning strokeplay. 

When he went, run out with 
a century there for the takings the 
cudgels were taken up by Adam 
HolUoake (45) and Darren Bick- 
neU (46). Gnosis of collapses past 
returned to haunt them briefly 
- three wickets foiling with vic- 
tory m tight -but thankfully the 
new regime has instilled some 
backbone in the team and they 
eased in with something to spare. 


reports from Chesterfield 
Derbyshire 137 
Lancashire 70-6 


Not for the first time in recent 
seasons, Dominic Cork pulled 
the rug from beneath Lan- 
cashire’s feet just when they 
probably felt they had matters 
firmly under control yesterday. 

In 11 deliveries of hostile, late 
outswing, Cork took foorwick- 
ets for nine runs and suddenly 
Derbyshire’s total of 137, the 
product of decidedly undistin- 
guished batting, seemed de- 
tendable. Lancashire need 68 
with four wickets remaining, to- 
day’s weather permitting. 

Lancashire left out their 
overseas player. Sieve Ehvorthy, 
who bad been expensive in re- 
cent matches. Even more un- 
usual, given the ground's 
reputation for helping seam 
bowling first thing, was Dean 
Jones’s decision to bat 

Tbe ball unsurprisingly 
zoomed around, often at vary- 
ing heights. Once Kim Barnett 
and Tun Tweats had got them- 


O’Sullivan back on his best behaviour 


Snooker 


GUY HODGSON 
reports from Sheffield 

You would think that being 
branded “the bad boy of 
snooker" was bad enough, but 
Baity Heara was infUctiqg more 
riamagg to Ronnie O'Sullivan. 
“He’s a bit like Alex Higgins," 
he said, which would probably 
be actionable if be was not the 
manager of the sport’s new 
enfant terrible and paid for the 
solicitors. 

It was the morning after 
O'Sullivan, 20, had been 
a record fine of £20,000 and 
given a two-year suspension, sus- 
pended for two years, for as- 
saulting a press officer at The 


g after pity* 
handed O 


Crucible, and Heara was de- 
termined to herald the turning 
of a new leaf. Work was being 
done on the world No 3’s image. 

“I told him," Hearn said, 
“this is a problem, let’s get rid 
of iL You have a two-year sen- 
tence over your head. Tty to 
keep your nose dean. 

“He's a fiery lad at times, but 
that is one of the reasons he 
plays the way be does. Alex Hig- 
gins would not have been world 
champion if be had conformed. 
But 1 hope Ronnie tempers his 
temper, he is the most exciting 
«r for several years.” 
’Sullivan, meanwhile, was 
preparing for one of the most 
difficult appearances of his 
career. Just 10 hours after he 
had publicly apologised at mid- 


night for his “out-of-character 
behaviour”, he was due to face 
tbe second favourite, John Hig- 
gins. This would be a difficult 
enough proposition at the best 
of times, but after fearing he 
might be thrown out of tbe tour- 
nament it was a huge task, 
“What a day this is for him,” 
the master of ceremonies, Alan 
Hughes, said introducing O’Sul- 
livan. who, given the 24 hoars 
he had just experienced, would 
probably have preferred a quiet 
spell in front of tbe television. 
Oat he came, his head slightly 
bowed, to a reception that hit 
the right note. Not the mis- 
guided “rebel" roar that used to 
greet "the Hurricane” after his 
latest spat with the authorities, 
but muted, if warm, applause. 


With that, an eerie normality 
descended on the table. Both 
players had been mulling over 
whether they would have to pity 
a match, but neither seemed 
affected. Indeed, the quality of 
the snooker in the first session 
was exemplary; barely an un- 
forced error, just a cold, dirtied 
dispatch of the balls. - ” 
Higgins, as pale -as Steve 
Davis and likely to pickup the 
mantle passed on tty the great 
man once Stephen Hend ry s 
finished with ft, took the first 
frame with crisp breaks of 42 
and 3S. O’Sullivan struck back 
with a clearance of32,andwith 
further breaks of 52 and 51 es- 
tablished a 3-1 lead. His play 
suggested that he-' had been 
honing his potting since the 


s eco nd round instead of his legal 

argument. 

Higgins is the coining force 
in tbe sport and by the end of 
the first session he had a 5-3 
Jead. This included a total clear- 
ance of 137 that was so smooth 
a Rolls-Royce would have had 
mare chance of breaking down. 

Which is not what you could 
say about Hendry, who was 3-1 
down at the interval of his ses- 
sion with Darren Morgan and 
playing tike he had feared he 
would be ejected from the tour- 
nament. Eight frames without 
atyspaik from the worfd cham- 
pion has die rarity of cue-bail 
sized diamonds, however, and 
at the end he was 5-3^abea«i 
Breaks of 55, 82, 92»d63?*f B 

included in the fosOtede. 
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selves out to Ian Austin, the in- 
nings became a remarkable 
chapter of mishaps. The chief 
beneficiary was Mike Watitin- 
son, who, despite not always get- 
ting his line right, somehow 
emerged with 5 for 44, his best 
figures in this competition. 

When Lancashire's reply was 
launched with a flurry of half- 
volleys and other dross, batting 
seemed to be more straightfor- 
ward Bui Cork begged to differ 
and prised out Jason Gallian and 
Gary Yates in his second over. 

Another perfectly pitched 
outswinger had John Crawley 

picked up ai slip. Then Cork en- 
joyed his one slice of hick when 
Mike Atherton, admittedly 
going across his stumps, was ad- 
judged leg before. It was a 
marginal decision which left 
Lancashire on 41 for 4. 

It became 48 for 5 when Gra- 
ham Lloyd left a lot of daylight 
between himself aM- i‘ Devon 
Malcolm yortof*\ After a lengthy 
stoppage for rain, Derbyshire 
could hardly have fended re- 
suming with a wet ball. But 
Wukinsoa carved Oak's first de- 
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